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WINTER OPERATING HOURS
As of November 1, the VFC has switched to its winter 
operating  hours to coincide with the return to Daylight 
Standard Time. Dispatch will be open from 0800 to 
1700 daily, although the Club will be closed  (no staff) 
on Christmas Day and New Years Day. We will return to 
summer hours when we switch  back to Daylight Saving 
Time on Sunday, 14 March 2021.

WINGS BANQUET - SAVE THE DATE
Please save the date. The Annual Wings Banquet is 
scheduled for the evening of Friday, 29 January 2021 at 
the Mary Winspear Centre. While the facility has been 
booked for months, we continue to monitor COVID-19 
and the directives by the BC Health Authority to see if 
this event can be held. At the moment, it looks unlikely, 
but we remain cautiously optimistic. If it cannot be 
held, the back-up plan will be a virtual event. More to 
follow!

VFC SCHOLARSHIPS
Applications for VFC awards are being accepted until 
December 31st. See the next page for details, including 
the new MGen (Ret'd) M. S. Eichel Award.

PPL GROUND SCHOOL IS BACK!
We are back to running a (socially distanced) PPL 
ground school. Depending on interest, there will be 
three possible sessions per day: 09:00 to 12:00; 13:30 
to 16:30; 18:00 to 21:00. See the dates in the box 
below. The instructor will be Neil Keating, VFC Ground 
School Coordinator, (retired pilot RCAF & Air Canada). 

A list of students interested in taking the CPL Ground 
School is being gathered. Contact Brenda Hardwick 
at Victoria Flying Club 250-656-2833 to register for 
either the PPL or CPL the courses.

COMING TO YOUR INBOX - SURVEY
From Don Devenney, Vice President:
There is a special communication coming to you shortly 
via email, and your Board of Directors would like to 
give you advance warning so that you’re watching for 
it. This is one email you do not want to end up in your 
Junk Mail folder! 

It has been too long since the VFC Board and 
management team reached out to the membership 
to get their thoughts and opinions on the Club! The 
Board has decided it is time to fix that. We need 
your feedback on how the club is doing, how best to 
communicate with you, changes you’d like to see and 
so on. Sometime after November 6th you can expect 
to receive, via email, an invitation to participate in a 
survey that will assist the board and management team 
in understanding VFC's membership – who you are, 
how best to communicate with you, some thoughts on 
key VFC functions and so on. It’s not complicated – it 
should take you about 5 minutes to complete – but 
the information you provide will help us as we move 
forward with a number of initiatives. So please don’t 
ignore this survey – we really need your input!

I should also mention this survey is not a "one-and-
done." You can expect to see additional surveys over 
the next few months as we look to you for more in-
depth opinions and suggestions on key VFC member
services. Oh, and I should mention that one lucky 
survey respondent will receive 1 hour of C-172 Hobbs 
time. See the survey for full details.

Remember – your survey responses will help set the 
direction of VFC as we move into our 75th year and 
beyond. Thanks for participating!

Got news to share? Send it to flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com 
for a chance to have your news or story published in The 
Patrician.

News 
Around the Club
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Private Pilot Licence Ground School
Dates: 09 Nov 2020 to 29 Nov 2020
Times: 09:00 to 12:00 daily, Mon-Fri

Next PPL classes:
Dates: 30 Nov 2020 to 18 Dec 2020
Dates: 04 Jan 2021 to 22 Jan 2021

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
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Victoria Flying Club 
Flight Training Awards Application Form 

 
 All current VFC students/members are eligible to apply for these awards. Signed copies of 

applications must be submitted to BGen (Ret’d) Greg Matte by December 31, 2020. 
 Applicants are to attach a signed submission of 500 words or less explaining how they plan to 

make use of a Flight Training Award (if selected) as well as their future aviation goals. Please 
include your full name, phone number and e-mail address. 

 

The Betty Wadsworth Scholarship 

Betty Wadsworth joined the Victoria Flying Club in 
1958 and was active in the support of general 
aviation all her life.  As a director of COPA and a 
member of such organizations as BC Aviation 
Council and the Western Canada Aviation 
Museum of Flight and Transportation, her 
contributions have been recognized by numerous 
awards and citations. Betty Wadsworth 
maintained her connection with the Victoria 
Flying Club where she learned to fly, and when 
she died in April 1986 she left a portion of her 
estate to the Club. Since 1991, the interest from 
this grant has been awarded each year to further 
a member’s training, qualifications, or skills at the 
Victoria Flying Club. 

Michael Cooper-Slipper Award 

Michael Cooper-Slipper was born in England 
January 11th 1921 and he joined the AF 
Squadron 605 equipped with Hurricanes, at the 
tender age of 17. At 19 he was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for valour during the 
Battle of Britain. After the war he joined AVRO 
Canada and test few the CF-100, CF-102, and 
Orenda powered F-86. He also flew a modified 
B-47 as a test bed for the AVRO Arrow Iroquois 
engine. After his career as a test pilot he 
embarked on a career in aviation sales, first with 
de Havilland and then with Field Aviation.  

The Brian Smedley Award 

Brian began his aviation career as an Aviation 
Mechanic for the Flying Fireman. This led him to 
become a pilot for the Flying Fireman followed 
by the BC Government Air Services. After 24 years 
with the BC Government, Brian flew for 
Ainsworth Lumber in 100 Mile House, BC. After 

retirement from flying, Brian was able to follow 
his lifelong dream to become a cowboy. He 
worked for many ranches in the Cariboo his last 
one being the 112 Mile Ranch. 

The Butler Flying Award 

Claude Butler served as president of the Victoria  
Flying Club several times over the years. He was 
a successful businessman, inventor, and a man 
with many visions. His compassion and generosity 
knew no bounds. Claude always referred 
affectionately to his loving wife Jean, who was 
the Mayor of Central Saanich for several years, as 
“Her Warship.”  He asked “Her Warship,” in his 
last moments, to do something memorable and 
worthwhile on his behalf for the Victoria Flying 
Club and this is how the Butler Flying Award was 
born. 

The MGen (Ret’d) M.S. Eichel Award 

Major-General (Ret’d) Scott Eichel joined the RCAF 
in 1963 as a radio officer. Eager to fly, he was cross-
trained to pilot in 1969. Over the next two decades 
he flew a variety of aircraft including the DC-3, T-
33, Sea King and the CP-140. He rose steadily in 
rank to become a General officer, but the Ottawa 
bureaucracy denied him his true passion – flying. 
He retired early in 1994, and obtained his Class 4 
instructor rating so that he could pursue his love of 
flying as a civilian Flight Instructor. He went on to 
teach students at Pro IFR (Boundary Bay) and at the 
VFC for the next 25 years, and became well known 
for his captivating aviation stories as well as his 
mentorship. Even long after he stopped instructing, 
Scott could be found at the VFC enjoying a bowl of 
Wonton soup and the camaraderie of others who 
shared his passion for flying. 
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On November 7th, 1920, and in 
strictest secrecy, four unidentified 
British bodies were exhumed from 
temporary battlefield cemeteries 
at Ypres, Arras, the Aisne and the 
Somme. None of the soldiers who 
did the digging were told why. The 
bodies were taken by field ambulance 
to Group HQ at St-Pol-sur-Ternoise. 
Once there, the bodies were each 
placed in a plain coffin, and draped 
with the union flag.

Sentries were posted and Brigadier-
General L.J. Wyatt, with eyes closed, 
selected one coffin at random. 
The other three were reburied. A 
French Honour Guard was selected 
and stood by the coffin of the 
chosen soldier overnight. On the 
afternoon of the 8th of November, 
the Unknown Warrior was then 
transferred under guard and escorted 
by the Reverend George Kendall to a 
medieval castle in Boulogne, where 
he remained overnight under the vigil 
of the French 8th Infantry Regiment, 
recently awarded the Légion 
d’Honneur as a unit.

On the 9th of November, the 
Unknown Warrior was placed inside 
a specially designed coffin made of 
oak from the grounds of Hampton 
Court Palace. On top was placed 
a crusader’s sword and a shield, 
personally chosen by King George V 
from the Royal Collection, on which 
was inscribed: "A British Warrior 
who fell in the Great War 1914-
1918 for King and Country." The 
Unknown Warrior was then taken by 
horse-drawn carriage through the 
Guards of Honour, and to the sound 
of tolling bells and bugle calls to the 
quayside. There, he was saluted by 

Marshal Foch, the Supreme Allied 
Commander, and loaded onto HMS 
Verdun which was bound for Dover. 
The coffin stood on the deck covered 
in wreaths, and surrounded by the 
French Honour Guard. Upon arrival 
at Dover, the Unknown Warrior 
was met with a nineteen gun salute; 
something that was normally only 
reserved for Field Marshals. A special 
train had been arranged, and he was 
then conveyed to Victoria Station 
in London. He remained there 
overnight, and on the morning of the 
11th of November, he was taken to 
Westminster Abbey on a gun carriage 
cortege drawn by six horses through 
immense, silent crowds. Servicemen 
from the armed forces, including an 
Honour Guard of 100 recipients of 
the Victoria Cross, stood guard as 
tens of thousands of mourners filed 
silently past. The Unknown Warrior 
was interred in the far western end 
of the Nave, near the entrance. 
The grave was capped with a black 
Belgian marble stone, and is the only 
tombstone in the Westminster Abbey 
for which it is forbidden to trod.

The idea of the Tomb of the Unknown 
Warrior was first conceived in 1916 
by the Reverend David Railton, who, 
while serving as an army chaplain 
on the Western Front, had seen a 
grave marked by a rough cross which 
bore the pencil-written legend, An 
Unknown British Soldier. He wrote 
to the Dean of Westminster in 1920 
proposing that an unidentified British 
soldier from the battlefields in France 
be buried with full ceremony in 
Westminster Abbey "amongst the 
kings." It was his intention that all 
of the relatives of the hundreds of 
thousands soldiers whose bodies had 

not been identified could believe that 
the Unknown Warrior could very well 
be their lost husband, father, brother 
or son.

This tribute is one of many 
symbolized by wearing poppies each 
year in the lead-up to Remembrance 
Day. We do not glorify war or 
combat, but rather, we remember – 
with humility and sadness, as well 
as profound appreciation, for the 
tremendous sacrifices, including 
the ultimate sacrifice, of the men 
and women who rise to the service 
of their country, and to protect the 
liberty and freedoms that we now 
take for granted.

As such, every year, on the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month, 
we pause to reflect and to recognize 
the Unknown Warrior and all those 
who were lost in the line of duty. At 
the going down of the sun, and in the 
morning, we WILL remember them.

We Will Remember
VFC General Manager

BGen (Ret’d) GCP Matte, CD, PhD

Images: Top left: Wikipedia: Poppies are 
laid on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on 
Remembrance Day in Ottawa. Above: The 
coffin of the Unknown Warrior in state in 
the Abbey in 1920, before burial.

http://www.flyvfc.com
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The COPA Flight 6 October meeting 
was an on-site tour to see a Scottish 
Aviation Bulldog. This unique plane 
was acquired by local aviation 
enthusiast Mark Reimer. Mark 
discovered the plane sitting in a 
hangar for over 10 years on the north 
side of YYJ. After convincing the 
original owner to part with it, Mark 
acquired the aircraft approximately 
one year ago. Mark trends towards 
brightly painted airplanes as his 
previous plane was a bright orange 
Grumman Yankee. As shown in 
the pictures, the Scottish Aviation 
Bulldog is bright yellow on black, no 
standard white with coloured trim 
here.

The Scottish Aviation Bulldog is a 
British two-seat, side-by-side (with 
optional third seat) training aircraft 
designed by Beagle Aircraft as the 
B.125 Bulldog.

The prototype Bulldog flew on 19 
May 1969 at Shoreham Airport 
in West Sussex England. The first 
order for the type was for 78 from 
the Swedish Air Board. Before any 
production aircraft were built, Beagle 
Aircraft ceased trading and the 
production rights for the aircraft, 
with the Swedish order, were taken 

over by Scottish Aviation (Bulldog) 
Limited. All subsequent aircraft 
were built at Prestwick Airport 
located outside Glasgow Scotland by 
Scottish Aviation, and later by British 
Aerospace. 

Altogether, 328 Bulldogs were 
produced. The largest customer was 
the Royal Air Force, which placed 
an order for 130 Bulldogs in 1972, 
entering service as the Bulldog T.1. 
It was used by the Royal Air Force 
as a basic trainer, in particular as the 
standard aircraft of the University Air 
Squadrons and, later, Air Experience 
Flights, providing flying training. The 
aircraft was also used by the Royal 
Navy for Elementary Flying Training 
(EFT) at RAF Topcliffe.

The RAF sold off its remaining 
Bulldog trainers in 2001 as general 
aviation light aircraft for a low price.
Model 125A was built for export for 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force. A total 
of nine were built.

Mark learned quickly that he was 
going to need outside help to make 
the aircraft once again airworthy. 
Mark enlisted the help of a retired 
Transport Canada inspector who was 
extremely helpful in guiding Mark 

through the process. Ex-Military 
warbirds can be more problematic 
to gain a C of R (Certificate of 
Registration). Mark also commented 
that "COPA's (Canadian Owners 
& Pilots Association) National 
headquarters office provided a wealth 
of information also regarding military 
aircraft". 

C-FHEE cruises at 120 knots at 75% 
BHP powered by a Lycoming AEIO-
360 200HP 4 cylinder horizontally 
opposed engine, burning 10 gph. 
As the airplane was built for military 
training it is stressed for aerobatics. 
It has a plus 6 minus 4 g limit and can 
remain inverted for about 15 seconds 
as the engine has a inverted oil 
system but the fuel system does not.

The plane was optionally equipped 
with Mantra rockets or carried  30 
Calibre machine guns. The plane was 
originally painted with Jordanian 
Air Force colours (camouflage) but 
has since been converted to what is 
called University colours.

As of this article, Mark has logged 
about 10 hours of flight time but 
once everything is completed I'm 
sure you will be seeing a lot more of 
C-FHEE in the skys above YYJ. 

COPA Quadrant
COPA Flight 6

copaflight6.blogspot.ca



7www.flyvfc.com

M
em

ber A
ch

ievem
en

ts

"Without disruption of air traffic, these 
fearless, forthright, indomitable and 

courageous individuals did venture into 
the wild blue yonder in flying machines. 

 Furthermore, these skillful individuals 
did safely land said flying machines at 

Victoria International Airport, 
incurring no significant damage 

to self or machine, 
thus completing first solo flights."  

New Members
Avery So
Jayson Biggins
Chris Pitcher
David Jameson
Dustin Enns
Heather Belecky
Jeffrey Wesa
Kaitlin Cranston
Mark Taylor
Matt Joosten
Mustafa Shaikh
Peter Teichroeb
Peter Bernard
Robert Burrell
Skyler Diamond-
Burchuk
Scott Stamp
Stefen Crucil
Todd Taylor
Yoshiaki Inoue

First Solo
Delia Leogreen
Lindsay Roodenburg
Nathan Hughes

PPL Written
Joe Snowden
Luc Perron
Yoshiaki Inoue

PPL Flight Test
Angie Johnson
Emmett Scott
Joe Snowden
Kurt Alisch
Luc Perron

CPL Flight Test
Ryan Wiens

Multi-Engine Rating
Cam Devlin
Rachel Allen

Instructor Rating 
Written
Russell Graham

First Solos and 
Member Achievements 

Nathan Hughes
Instructor: Matt Cameron

Lindsay Roodenburg
Instructor: Stephen Allan

http://www.flyvfc.com
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Thanks for the Share!

From our members on Instagram who tagged us with #flyvfc or #victoriaflyingclub: 

September 27, 2020. pilotguy_adam.  At Victoria International Airport.

2020. hermanojonomono. Earlier this summer Yoho National Park.

For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com
Call: 1-778-350-3213

VFC Charter offers inexpensive, on-demand, and 
direct transportation to places not serviced by other 
commercial carriers in the lower BC area.

The charter service is operational in day VFR 
conditions. Please contact us for more information on 
destinations and costs.

VFC CHARTER SERVICE      
Be there in minutes!


