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SEPTEMBER 26, RAF RED 
ARROWS FLY-PAST
The BC Aviation Council calendar 
mentions a flypast by the RAF Red 
Arrows for their North American 
tour. Stay tuned on the Red Arrows 
Twitter channel for more information 
about where and when they will be!

SEPTEMBER 28, IFR ROUND 
TABLE, BBQ
The IFR Round Table group is 
restarting after a short hiatus this 
summer. Join them at 2 PM on 
September 28th in the upstairs 
classroom, then come on downstairs 
to the Pilots' Lounge for BBQ and 
beverages, put on by our social 
committee!

SEPTEMBER 29, CAPITAL 
CITY TOY RUN
The 5th Annual Capital City Toy Run 
will be making its way from the Oak 
Bay Marina to the Victoria Flying 
Club on September 29th. 

The CCTR is a motorcycle charity 
ride where participants bring a 

unwrapped and unused toy to the 
start point at the Oak Bay Marina. 
Upon arrival at VFC, the riders park 
in front of the clubhouse building 
and deposit the toys in a massive 
trailer provided by Barnes Harley 
Davidson. For those that have 
witnessed this event, it is definitely a 
sight to behold! Being the 5th year, 
and with clear & decent weather, 
it is anticipated that 500 bikes may 
show! This event is turning into one 
of the premier riding events to close 
off the summer riding season on 
the South Island. 

Toy donations will be stored 
and go to The Zone 91.3's 10th 
Annual Christmas Toy Drive in 
December. 

WINGS BANQUET AND 
BURSARIES
Save the date on your calendars 
for January 25th for our annual 
Wings Banquet! We will 
celebrate the achievements of 
VFC members and staff and also 
present awards, including the 
new Top Flight Instructor award. 

Stay tuned in following Patricians 
for more information. Our General 
Manager is also accepting bursary 
applications, so please submit them 
soon! Ask Dispatch for application 
details.

Have news or a story to tell? Email 
us at flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com for 
a chance to have your news or story 
published in The Patrician.
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Front cover photo: Charlie goes for a Discovery Flight with 
Instructor Matt Cameron on July 21st, 2019. Read about 

it on page 12-13.
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PARKING
If you’re interested in prime 

paved parking spaces for your aircraft, 
we want to hear from you!  

Secure, pull-in/pull-out, easy access.

Please call Dispatch to arrange a spot, 
or get on the waitlist for hangar spaces at 

250-656-2833

HANGAR SPACE
Contact Marcel at the Club to see 
if a hangar spot is a good spot for 

your plane.

Images: Top: Twitter @RAFRedArrow. Above: ASAP Aviator Suites is opening up soon at 9548 Canora Road. Call 1-844-901-
2727. Toy donations at the Capital City Toy Run, September 29th, will go to The Zone 91.3's Annual Christmas Toy Drive.

MENTORSHIP:
 

Looking to brush up your flying skills or 
share your own knowledge? 

Email mentors@flyvfc.com 
to find a mentor or be a mentor.

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
mailto:flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:info@flyvfc.com
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One day in pool course for 

Fixed Wing and Helicopter 

Emergency Training offered in 

Victoria.

PILOT AND 
PASSENGER 

EGRESS 
TRAINING

For further information and 

registration, contact us! 

 

www.dunkyou.com 

info@dunkyou.com 

250-704-6401 

 

Check out our 

DRY Egress E-Learning at 

www.egresstraining.ca

SEP 20, 2019

Instructor Bryan 'Bry the Dunker 

Guy' Webster has been recognized 

by Transport Canada, receiving the 

prestigious TC Aviation Safety 

Award in 2007 for his exceptional 

commitment to underwater egress 

training for pilots and passengers. 

 

Things happen fast when an aircraft 

ditches. Properly trained, you can 

save your own life and the lives of 

your passengers. 

 

Our training consists of a self-paced 

online course called "Dry Egress" 

where you learn the theory behind 

ditching and safe egress 

techniques. Following that are the 

three hour pool sessions which allow 

you to practice actual underwater 

egress techniques in a safe and 

controlled environment. 

CONTACT US

Training cost is $395 + GST.

AVIATION 
EGRESS 

SYSTEMS 
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HIRING: 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS
Join our team!

Send your resume to 
gmatte@flyvfc.com

IFR / IMC Round Table
This group meets on the last Saturday of the 

month, 2 pm, restarting on September 28. 
Contact John at

ainsworthj@airnavigation.com to join in.

NEWS and EVENTS

SEP 7 Monthly brunch social at the Nanaimo 
Flying Club

SEP 8 Kelowna Flying Club monthly fly-in 
pancake breakfast

SEP 20 Egress Training, dunkyou.com
SEP 24 RAF Red Arrows flypast
SEP 28 BBQ at VFC (monthly social!)
SEP 28 IFR / IMC Round Table, 2 PM
OCT 2 Monthly brunch social at the Nanaimo 

Flying Club
OCT 5 COPA Flight 6 meeting and social

OCT 5, 6 Abbotsford - The Sky's No Limit, Girls 
Fly Too!

Is your aviation-related event not listed?
Let us know at flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
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HOST IT AT THE 
CLUB! 

Contact Customer Service to book 
the lounge or classrooms for your event, or 

contact the Dakota Cafe about 
catered possibilities.

VICTORIA FLYING CLUB 

PILOT 
LOUNGE 
BEER & 
BBQ 
CLUB EVENT 

A fundraiser event to 
upgrade the flight club 
lounge! 
BURGERS by donation 
DRINKS available 
ARRANGE rides accordingly! 

Aug 31, Sep 28 
4 pm – 8 pm 
Victoria Flying Club 
Lounge 

CONTACT MARIUS FOR DETAILS: MPK.DIXROUES@GMAIL.COM 

NEED ADVERTISING?

Advertising in The Patrician is 
affordable! Contact us for more 

information.
flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com

Capital City Toy Run 2019, September 29.
Bring a toy to donate to charity, and

 come check out the motorcycles! 

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:jobs@flyvfc.com
mailto:ainsworthj@airnavigation.com
mailto:flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
mailto:flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com


Editor's note: Many thanks to VFC 
Manager, BGen (Ret'd) Greg C.P. 
Matte, PhD, for contributing the first 
of a series of articles in Patricians to 
come!

As I confessed in my self-
introduction last month, my 
experience in civil and general 
aviation is at the low end of the 
spectrum. That said, regardless of 
the aircraft flown or type of flying 
undertaken, the common link is 
the pilot. And one of the most 
important elements of being a good 
pilot is good airmanship. Airmanship 
is not so much about our ability 
to fly, but more importantly, the 
mindset we apply whilst engaged 
in flight related activities, both on 
the ground (i.e. quality of pre-flight 
preparation and brief), as well as in 
the air.

As such, this will be the first of a 
series of articles in which I hope to 
foster greater focus on airmanship, 
and greater sharing of knowledge 
and experience amongst Club 
members, so as to strengthen 
everyone’s airmanship. 

The basis for good airmanship 
is judgement, awareness and a 
motivation to improve safety 
and effectiveness in aviation, so 
as to fully benefit from the thrill 

of “slipping the surly bonds." 
Motivation is the first step; a 
recognition that nobody is perfect, 
and that there is always room for 
improvement. From motivation 
comes an awareness of the inherent 
hazards in aviation, as well as the 
limits of learning from one’s own 
experiences. Good judgement (the 
cornerstone of good airmanship) 
comes from experience, which 
typically results from events 
involving bad judgement!

The basis for good 
airmanship is 

judgement, awareness 
and a motivation to 

improve safety...
Having seen far too many friends 
and colleagues in the jet community 
(CF-18, CF-5 & CT-114) perish in 
fatal crashes during my years in 
military aviation, it was clear to me 

from my early days on the CF-18 
Hornet that seeking to learn from 
the experiences (and accidents) 
of others was/is a force-multiplier 
in building one’s knowledge, 
experience and overall airmanship. 
In fact, the Flight Safety system 
embraced since the 1950s by the 
Royal Canadian Air Force was/is 
an excellent means to build such a 
knowledge base. One of the most 
important aspects of this system 
that I personally valued was the 
free exchange of information 
amongst aircrew, and how egos 
were supressed by honesty. We all 
knew that sharing the experience 
of a “close call” with fellow aviators 
could very well protect them from 
repeating the same mistake with 
potentially fatal consequences. 

In subsequent articles, I will explore 
a few stories that will be aimed 
at exploring some “close calls”, 
and how that helped reinforce 
the importance of continuously 
seeking to improve one’s personal 

I Learned about Flying 
from That

VFC General Manager, Greg Matte

Look out for further 
articles about 

airmanship in the 
October Patrician!

For those of you who have dropped 
by the Club recently, you probably 
noticed the new Aircraft Booking
Policy that we posted inside the 
main entry by the public computer 
terminal. This new policy was
developed by our Board of 
Directors, and came into effect on 
the 15th of August. Our Dispatch 
team is also advising folks when 
they call to book a plane or a flying 
lesson, so the word is spreading. 
Of note, this policy includes a 
"no show” component, and the 
associated fees that apply if 
someone fails to cancel or re-
schedule their booking within 24 

hours of the date/time the rental or 
flight lesson is to occur.

As a non-profit club, we need to 
carefully manage expenses so as to 
be able to continue to offer our
Club members competitive rates on 
rentals and lessons. Furthermore, 
we are trying to be more efficient
in the allocation of our aircraft so 
that we optimize their usage. An 
efficient booking process will also
increase the availability of aircraft 
for recreational use. Members have 
recently told us that they have
seen an improvement in the 
availability of aircraft for 

recreational flight, so the policy 
appears to be working!

Another reason for this new policy 
is that our Instructor Pilots are only 
paid when they fly or teach. If a
student fails to show up for 
a planned training flight, the 
Instructor Pilot doesn’t get paid, 
and would have lost part of their 
day for nothing. The fee associated 
with a “no show” for a planned 
flight lesson or supervised solo 
ensures that the Flight Instructor is 
compensated appropriately rather 
than having to accept the loss of 
revenue and their time. It’s only fair!

VFC's New Booking 
Policy

VFC General Manager, Greg Matte

76 VFC  |  Aviation Excellence Since 1946 www.flyvfc.comSEPTEMBER 2019

G
M

 C
o

rn
er

G
M

 C
o

rn
er

http://www.flyvfc.com


Editor's note: I love reading about the history of this 
local legend of a Club! Ten years ago, the Patrician 
took a short summer hiatus as it transitioned from 
Eleanor Eastick to Christie Hall as Editor. Here are 
some tidbits from 2009 that you may (or may not!) 
remember. Test yourself out and see if you know 
which issue of The Patrician the following snapshots 
appeared in.

CHOICES:

1. January
2. February
3. March
4. May
5. Special summer edition
6. November
7. December

All these can be found here: https://
issuu.com/vfcthepatrician/stacks/
f63f56cdc65743478923c688b94f2e52

A 10 Year Lookback
Moments Captured in 

The 2009 Patrician

A B

C

DE

F

Answers: 

E - Special summer edition
F - May

G - March

A - January (by Barry 
Meek!)

B - November
C - December

G
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This day, upon arrival in Winnipeg, 
I didn’t need to request vectors to 
the nearest bathroom, but again, I 
wasted no time during taxi. Happily, 
our plan went smoothly. Our 
passengers flooded off the plane 
and scuttled into a long lineup that 
wound around the holding room. 
No one dawdled but took care of 
business as efficiently as practicable 
and we got everyone back on board 
without leaving anyone behind. 
Meanwhile our mechanics installed 
a new computer component and 
again, reset the system. I used a 
washroom near the ramp office 
where the first officer and I picked 
up a new flight plan, while the 
refueller squirted a few more kilos of 
Jet-A into our tanks. Our pushback 
crew arrived promptly, did their 
thing, and as quickly as possible, 
we were on our way again. Several 
minutes later we were climbing 
eastward again towards Montreal. 
Above the critical altitude I had the 
purser re-test the toilets, hoping. 
Joy! Everything worked!

The passengers took the unplanned 
"adventure" in stride with good 
humor. We arrived in Montreal 
close enough to schedule so no one 
missed their connections. As we 
said goodbye from the flight deck 
doorway, there were smiles and 

laughter and good-natured teasing 
— and even more people with 
bathroom jokes to share. 

It’s surprising how this relatively 
small break from routine caused a 
sudden camaraderie in a group of 
people who would otherwise have 
little to say to one another. I’ve had 
other flights where unserviceable 
toilets became an issue. Our MEL 
(Minimum Equipment List) actually 
contains “go,” “no-go” guidelines 
(groan) based upon the number of 
toilets unserviceable, number of 
passengers and duration of the flight 
-- in case you are wondering — but 
this was my only trip when all the 
lavatories shut down unexpectedly, 
and we had to make an unplanned 
pit stop.

Grant Corriveau
Captain A320, Air Canada (retired)

Grant Corriveau has been an aviator 
for a long time. As a boy, he built 
plastic aircraft models and through 
the power of imagination, soared into 
the skies. Later in life, he learned to 
fly real, ragwing Fleet Canucks, then 
moved on, step-by-step, towards ever 
larger and faster aircraft.

Over the years, he has learned to be 
thankful for the many people who 
uplifted him along the way: family, 
friends, colleagues and strangers. He 
currently lives on Vancouver Island 
with his wife and greatest friend, 
France.

Though the body ages and he is 
reminded daily that "we are but 
dust," he also believes we are more 
than that. As Master Yoda observed: 
"Luminous beings we are." And Buzz 
Lightyear adds, "To infinity and 
beyond!"

Airline Pilot: 
When Toilets Fail 

Contributed by Grant Corriveau, 
Air Canada Captain (Retired)

(Continued from the August Patrician)
Grant Corriveau is a retired Air Canada 
Captain with a deep knowledge of 
work and life on the flight deck. He 
is also working on another book, "Fly 
Laughing," with an excerpt below. 
Many thanks for the humourous share 
from this upcoming book! 

We suddenly got very busy on the 
company radio and our Datalink 
printer, in a discussion with the 
various company departments 
concerning our options. Someone 
suggested we cancel the rest of the 
trip and rebook passengers later 
in the day on the next flight from 
Winnipeg to Montreal. Someone 
else proposed we try once again to 
fix the problem and push on. The 
first officer and I discussed, just 
between ourselves, a possible third 
alternative. Could we descend below 
16,000 feet, give everyone a chance 
to use the facilities, then climb back 
up to cruise altitude? We decided 
we didn’t have enough fuel, even if 
we could figure out the logistics. We 
didn’t bother including this in the 
discussion. Finally, the gurus in that 
mysterious department which every 
airline has, but pilots seldom see — 
that one that claims to have The Big 
Picture — settled on the second idea. 
We would attempt to fix the problem 
and keep going.

Now we had to scramble and 
"make it so.” We were already 
nearing our descent point into 
Winnipeg and time was growing 
short. I coordinated the flight plan 
deviation with ATC. As soon as we’d 
copied down the new clearance we 
assured them we did not require the 
emergency vehicles to meet us after 

landing - no, not even the infamous 
"honey wagon” that services our 
lavatory holding tanks. Suddenly, 
ATC was developing a sense of 
humor. Then we got busy typing this 
information into the FMC (Flight 
Management Computer), listening 
to the Winnipeg ATIS and searching 
out the necessary approach charts 
from our flight bags, setting up our 
navaids and briefing the new landing 
approach.

Meanwhile, we were coordinating 
our arrival time with our Winnipeg 
station to make sure we would have 
a gate and staff on hand to direct our 
“neediest” passengers to the nearest 
washrooms. We also called our 
dispatcher to generate a new flight 
plan for the next leg, and this time 
we made sure to include enough fuel 
to fly the entire route at 16,000 feet 
if the problem persisted. Winnipeg’s 
maintenance facility rushed to find 
the needed computer replacement 
part and have someone standing by 
at our arrival.

I advised the passengers as we 
neared Winnipeg, that as soon as 
they could get into the terminal 
building lounge, and make a 'comfort 
stop,' they should re-board the 
aircraft so we could be on our way as 
quickly as possible. 

Now, the jokes came at us from 
every quarter: “Be sure to make 
an extra smooth landing so no one 
"spills” anything,” from the Purser. 
"Would this be a bad time to issue 
a holding clearance?” And "Do you 
need clearance for a "let down?" 
and, "Cleared direct to the Potty 
Intersection if you can find it?” 

from ATC. Those folks revealed a 
truly dark side to their humor that 
day. It reminded me briefly of an 
earlier time in my flying career when 
bladder limitations and wry ATC 
humor coincided.

I was flying a fully loaded, C-177 
Cardinal in a trio of aircraft rented 
from the Edmonton Flying Club on 
a tour of the foothills southbound 
from Edmonton to Rocky Mountain 
House, then south to Calgary. My 
bladder began making me seriously 
regret my morning coffee. As we 
neared Calgary, the "pain" became 
urgent and I briefly considered using 
the sick sack, but in that crowded 
cabin with four occupants, I decided 
to persevere, hoping to avoid an 
even worse calamity. Needless to 
say, I diverted from the sight-seeing 
mission and dove at maximum speed 
into Springbank airport (which, 
at the time, was a relatively new 
training satellite airport west of 
Calgary). Immediately after landing 
and clearing the runway I switched 
the VHF radio to the ground 
controller and asked for “vectors” to 
the nearest bathroom! I was beyond 
modesty at this point and taxiing 
as fast as safely able. We received 
prompt instructions and I’m sure I 
could hear a smile in the controller’s 
voice. We were followed by the rest 
of our group and as each aircraft 
cleared the runway and checked in, 
they were told: “Cleared to follow 
the aircraft ahead to the nearest 
bathroom.” Thankfully, I made it 
in the knick of time, but I endured 
good-natured ribbing from the rest 
of the gang. It seems, everyone 
knows a ton of bathroom puns and 
isn’t afraid to use them.

Although VFC’s management team has negotiated our 
credit card fees down considerably over the last year, did 
you know that VFC pays the equivalent of a half of an 
airplane per year in credit card company fees? 

We’d ask you to consider using cash, interact or 
e-transfer in paying your account to reduce unnecessary 
fees, yours and ours, because we’d like to spend that 
money on adding another plane to the fleet.

What?!  
Half a 172 
per year?

1110 VFC  |  Aviation Excellence Since 1946 www.flyvfc.comSEPTEMBER 2019

Fe
at

ur
e 

A
rt

ic
le

Feature A
rticle

http://www.flyvfc.com


Thrill of a Lifetime
Contributed by 

John Arduini

Editor's Note: Thank you to John, 
Charlie and family for sharing this 
great experience and feedback with 
us! We love to hear the stories of those 
who pass through our doors, and we 
look forward to hearing more about 
Charlie's future flying experiences! Stay 
in touch!
 

Every now and then you have an 
experience that, when asked about 
the top 10 best experiences you’ve 
had in your life, it makes the list. 

Sunday, July 21st at 9:00 am with 
VFC Flight Instructor Matt Cameron 
was such an experience.

My grandson, Charlie, who is 11 
years old and is from Waterloo, ON, 
has said since he was 4 or 5 that he 
wants to be an airplane pilot. And 
this desire has only increased over 
the years. He has a flight simulator 
on his iPad and spends countless 
hours on my flight simulator when 
out here. We always spend a day 
out at the flying school bugging the 
instructors to see the simulator and 
to sit in the Cessna 172 cockpit, 
usually with a visit to the air museum 
and lunch at the Dakota Cafe 
afterwards. 

Charlie was out at Easter and we 
did our usual day trip and bugged 
Matt.  I have always thought it 

would be cool to have Charlie do 
a Discovery Flight but was worried 
about his height. In discussions with 
Matt he said no problem, we can put 
cushions on the seat and blocks on 
the rudders. 

So when Charlie came out this 
summer, I booked a Discovery Flight 
with Matt. 

WHAT A LIFE EXPERIENCE. And 
it was all due to Matt. You guys are 
lucky to have such an awesome 
instructor.

Not only did Matt explain what 
was going on, but he made sure, as 
much as possible, that Charlie did 

the activity. The 
walk around – 
Charlie made 
sure the pitot 
was hot. The 
cold engine 
checklist – 
Charlie turned 
the master 
switches on and 
just about every 
other one. And 
then when Matt 
had Charlie yell 
out the window 
"Clear Prop," 
you should have 
seen the looks 
on the faces of 
the two men in 
the plane beside 
us as they saw 
this little kid at 
the controls. 

We taxied down the runway 
and Charlie practiced using the 
rudders to steer the plane, what a 
rush. Then we rotated, and at 500 
feet Charlie put the flaps up. We 
went up the channel and Charlie 
practiced turning and trimming 
the plane. We came back to the 
airport and Matt did the landing 
but talked Charlie through the 
maneuvers. It was a touch and 
go landing, and this time, Charlie 
rotated the plane.  We planned a 
circuit, so up to 500 feet we went 
and Charlie turned right and kept 
on climbing. At 1000 feet, another 
right turn onto the downwind 
leg, and at 2000 feet we throttled 
back and Charlie trimmed the 
plane. Then ATC indicated they 
wanted us to do a very tight base 
leg so Matt showed Charlie how 
a slip maneuver was done. On 
the approach, Charlie took over 
and brought the plane down. He 
landed it keeping his eye on the 
end of the runway and one finger 
width above the dashboard. It 
was a great flare and a smooth 
landing. We taxied to the Victoria 
Flying Club where Charlie turned 
the engine off.  You’ve never seen 
such a smile on a kids face as on 
Charlie’s. 

And what made it so awesome 
was the connection Matt and 
Charlie had. Matt would say, “Now 
Charlie I want you to do this.”  
And afterwards would always say 
“awesome” or some other such 

praise. How could you not learn 
and be focused? Like I said, Matt 
is one of a kind.

I had a video camera going and 
have a 50 minute video (I filmed 
everything) and a 10 minute 
edited video. Guess what Charlie 
is showing everybody. He is 
joining the Waterloo/Kitchener 
Air Cadets when he turns 12, and 
what a leg up he’ll have.

Again, thank you Matt for an 
incredible day.  It will never be 
forgotten.

John (the proud Grandpa of Charlie)

From our General Manager, Greg 
Matte: Charlie had a thrill of his 
lifetime! A friend of mine and former 
CF-18 pilot/Royal Roads Military 
College graduate also began his 
aviation career through the Air 
Cadets. After Cadets, he went on 
to earn his glider wings and was 
later selected for a powered flight 
scholarship. 

The air cadet experience left a 
strong impression; not only did he 
go on to become a military pilot, 
fighter pilot and then a test pilot…
he also was selected to become 
an astronaut and commanded the 
international space station at the 
end of his astronaut career. That 
friend's name is Chris Hadfield.
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YOUR FREE 1-YEAR MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES: 

12 ISSUES OF COPA FLIGHT: THE LATEST NEWS IN AVIATION WITHIN YOUR  
COMMUNITY AND ACROSS CANADA 

 ACCESS TO COPA’S MEMBERS ONLY SECTION WITH TOOLS, CLASSIFIED ADS, JOB 
POSTINGS, HOW-TO-GUIDES, AND MUCH MORE! 

 LEARN ABOUT GENERAL AVIATION ACROSS CANADA INCLUDING: UPCOMING 
EVENTS, PLACES TO FLY, AND CONNECT WITH FELLOW AVIATORS 

 To take advantage of this offer you must: 

Provide proof of enrollment from a Canadian Flight Training Unit or 

Provide an instructor’s endorsement stating current training being undertaken and 

Have not previously held a COPA membership 

Unlock the benefits of your membership: 

SIGN UP TODAY! 

visit our website HTTPS://WWW.COPANATIONAL.ORG 

TO ADVANCE, PROMOTE, AND PRESERVE THE CANADIAN FREEDOM TO FLY 
Canadian Owners and Pilots Association 

75 Albert St. Suite 903 Ottawa, ON K1P 5E7 
613-236-4901 | copa@copanational.org | www.copanational.org 

@COPAnational 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________  Cell Phone: ___________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

Please provide a brief statement describing how you plan to make use of the Flight Training 
Award, and also outlining your future aviation ambitions:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Butler Flying Award

Claude Butler served as president of the Victoria Flying 
Club several times over the years.  He was a successful 
businessman, inventor, and a man with many visions.  His 
compassion and generosity knew no bounds.  Claude 
always referred affectionately to his loving wife Jean, who 
was the Mayor of Central Saanich for several years, as “Her 
Warship.”  He asked “Her Warship,” in his last moments, 
to do something memorable and worthwhile on his behalf 
for the Victoria Flying Club and this is how the Butler Flying 
Award was born.

Betty Wadsworth Scholarship 

Betty Wadsworth joined the Victoria Flying Club in 1958 and 
was active in the support of general aviation all her life.  As 
a director of COPA and a member of such organizations 
as BC Aviation Council and the Western Canada Aviation 
Museum of Flight and Transportation, her contributions have 
been recognized by numerous awards and citations.  Betty 
Wadsworth maintained her connection with the Victoria 
Flying Club where she learned to fly, and when she died in 
April 1986 she left a portion of her estate to the Club.  Since 
1991, the interest from this grant has been awarded each 
year to further a member’s training, qualifications, or skills at 
the Victoria Flying Club.

Michael Cooper-Slipper Award 

Michael Cooper-Slipper was born in England January 11th 
1921 and he joined the AF Squadron 605 equipped with 
Hurricanes, at the tender age of 17.  At 19 he was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for valour during the Battle 
of Britain.  After the war he joined AVRO Canada and test 
few the CF-100, CF-102, and Orenda powered F-86.  He 
also flew a modified B-47 as a test bed for the AVRO Arrow 
Iroquois engine.  After his career as a test pilot he embarked 
on a career in aviation sales, first with de Havilland and then 
with Field Aviation.  Mike is survived by his wife Rita who 
resides in Victoria.

Brian Smedley Award

Brian began his aviation career as an Aviation Mechanic for 
the Flying Fireman. This led him to become a pilot for the 
Flying Fireman followed by the BC Government Air Services. 
After 24 years with the BC Government, Brian flew for 
Ainsworth Lumber in 100 Mile House, BC. After retirement 
from flying, Brian was able to follow his lifelong dream to 
become a cowboy. He worked for many ranches in the 
Cariboo his last one being the 112 Mile Ranch.

Please Join Us At This Year’s Wings Banquet! Victoria Flying Club
Flight Training Awards Application Form

All current VFC students/members are eligible to apply for these awards. Applications 
must be submitted to Greg Matte in the VFC office by December 31, 2019.

http://www.flyvfc.com
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"Without disruption of air traffic, these fearless, forthright, indomitable and courageous
 individuals did venture into the wild blue yonder in flying machines.  Furthermore, these 

skillful individuals did safely land said flying machines at Victoria International Airport, 
incurring no significant damage to self or machine, thus completing first solo flights."  

First Solos and 
Member 

Achievements

M
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Kurt Alisch
Instructor: Marcel Poland

Kurt Alisch (age 9)  became a VFC student on 
Dec. 12, 2009 with a goal of becoming a pilot. He 

achieved his first solo on August 13, 2019! Congrats 
on these steps towards your career dreams! 

Albert Frauendorff
Instructor: Bryan Taylor

New Members
Alex Salie
Angelique Vinnedge
Brad Ward
Cody Kehler
Herbert Cunitz
Julian Sparkes
Kea Fujiki
Kristy Evanchu
Marcus Teipel
Marko Sathler-Vajnov
Patrick Hamilton
Rivard Alain
Shaun Henderson
Toby Allen
William Westlake

First Solo
Albert Frauendorff
Alysha Forsayeth
Angie Johnson
Brendan Dignard
Daytona Roberts
Fiona Chappell
Isaiah Joseph
Kurt Alisch
Patrick Hamilton

PPL Written
Adam Sakuma

Chris Cowan
Chris Lichty
Matthew Isenor

PPL Flight Test
Evan Guildford
Kyle Argue

PPL
Adam Sakuma
Chris Lichty
Matthew Isenor
Ryan Wiens

CPL Written
Kai Ennis

CPL Flight Test
Cortlandt Rehill

CPL
Jacob Varga

Multi Flight Test
Jake Varga

IFR Flight Test
Leah Maclean

Fiona Chappell
Instructor: Jesse Bertucci

Brendan Dignard
Instructor: Matt Cameron

Alysha Forsayeth
Instructor: Jesse Bertucci

http://www.flyvfc.com
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Private Pilot Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.

DATE TOPIC INSTRUCTOR
Sept 2 No Class - Labour Day N/A
Sept 4 Canadian Aviation Regulations & Licencing II Brenda
Sept 9 Aerodynamics & Theory of Flight Andrew
Sept 11 Airframes & Engines Stephan
Sept 16 Systems & Flight Instruments Stephan
Sept 18 Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making Matt
Sept 23 Meteorology I TBD
Sept 25 Meteorology II TBD
Sept 30 Meteorology III TBD
Oct 2 Meteorology IV TBD

Ground School Course: $350  Ground School Kit: $275     
Call Customer Service at 250 656 2833 to register for Ground School today!

19

Ground School 
Schedule
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www.islandblue.com

Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC  V8V 3K3  Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC  V8L 2X2  Tel: 250-656-1233

print & imaging

book printing

art & framing

VFC smile Cards 
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC 
office, and 5% of your grocery purchase 
will go towards creating scholarships 
and awards for VFC members. Since 
the autumn of 2005, the Victoria Flying 
Club has received over $19,600 from the 
Thrifty Foods Smile Card program. These 
funds have been appreciated by all mem-
bers of the club. Thank you Thrifty Foods!

Fly-Out Bug 
COPA Flight 6

Would you like to volunteer as a board member? COPA Flight 6 
would love to hear from you!

COPA Flight 6 meeting met on Tuesday, September 3rd to tour 
Harwood Custom Composites located at 9584 Hampden Rd. 
across from the Victoria Flying Club. HCC is a privately owned 
Canadian company founded in 1999 by Jon Harwood to meet 
the need for high quality aerospace composite fabrication 
capabilities. By providing responsive customer service driven 
fabrication and repair services to their local clients, their 
business has grown rapidly year after year.

Email: copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog: copaflight6.blogspot.ca

 COPA 
FLIGHT 
6
Flight Captain (President)
Rob Shemilt 

Co-Captain (Vice President) 
Allan Rempel 

Navigator (Treasurer)
Art Reitsma

For more information or 
to book a flight:
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com
Call: 1-778-350-3213

VFC Charter offers inexpensive, on-demand, and 
direct transportation to places not serviced by 
other commercial carriers in the lower BC area.

The charter service is operational in day VFR 
conditions. Please contact us for more information 
on destinations and costs.

VFC CHARTER SERVICE      
Be there in minutes!

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:copaflight6@gmail.com
http://copaflight6.blogspot.ca
mailto:tedk@flyvfc.com
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You want to be a high flyer with your feet on the ground. Now you can do 
both. Combine flight training with a prestigious university business diploma 
tailored to the aviation industry. If you’re graduating or have recently 
graduated from high school and want to become a commercial airline pilot, 
this program is for you!

Employers recognize that good pilots do more than fly aircraft; they 
are active problem solvers, strategic decision makers and superior 
communicators. The most successful are skilled in business management, 
leadership, team building and crew resource management.

Classes are held at the Victoria International Airport or on the University of 
Victoria campus over a nine-month period. The unique program schedule 
means you can complete both your private and commercial pilot’s license 
and also obtain the Diploma in Business Administration. Start shaping better 
career options for yourself today and watch things really take off!

Entrance Requirements
• Successful completion of Grade 12
• A desire for a career in aviation
• Motivation to complete an intensive business program

Ask about our partnership pathway to the Bachelor of Business Administration 
(BBA) program Royal Roads University!

See other side for the 2019–20 schedule

Business Administration – 
Aviation Option
DIPLOMA PROGRAM

Gain a new perspective on...

For more information or  
to apply, contact:
Business and Management 
Programs
250-721-8073/8072
bmt@uvic.ca
bmt.uvic.ca

For information on  
flight training:
Victoria Flying Club 
250-656-2833
info@flyvfc.com
flyvfc.com


