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BOOKKEEPER POSITION
We have an opening for a part time 
experienced bookkeeper. Check 
out the job description here: http://
flyvfc.com/jobs

TEXADA FLY IN AND DANCE
Our friends on Texada Island are 
hosting their annual Aerospace 
Camp for kids, wrapping it up 
with a fly in and dance! Camping 
opportunities are a possibility.  
They will have a pancake breakfast 
from 9:30 to 12:00 and BBQ 
lunch 12:00 to 1:30, formation 
flight demonstrations and various 
contests, “show and shine” for 
planes, bikes and cars and more! 
Contact Doby for more information: 
604-223-2588 or 604-486-7682

ASAP AVIATOR SUITES
Our neighbours down the road at 
9548 Canora Road are opening 
new suites specifically for aviation 
students. They will have an open 
house on August 10th; contact them 
for details at 1-844-901-2727 or 
250-203-4713.

All 8 rooms are furnished with bed, 
bedding, set of towels, night table 
and lamp, wardrobe, desk, chair and 
lamp. Rooms differ in layout. All have 
one opening window with screen. 
Two of the rooms have a three 
piece en suite. On site laundry and 
wifi included. The building has air 
conditioning. All rooms have secure 
keyless entry with a code being 
supplied to the occupant.

ASSISTANT CFI, SEAN 
TYRRELL ACCEPTS POSITION 
WITH WESTJET ENCORE
Many congratulations to Sean Tyrrell 
and a big thank you to him for his 
years of leadership and service 
to the Club. Sean wrapped up his 
initial flight training with Jack Kaiser 
(former VFC Manager) at Victoria 
Flight Training in the year 2000. He 
joined the Victoria Flying Club as a 
Class 4 instructor in mid-July 2012, 
becoming a Class 2 instructor in July 
2014. Students appreciated his calm 
and friendly demeanor. We wish you 
all success in your new position as 
FO with WestJet Encore!

CAPITAL CITY TOY RUN, 
COMING TO THE CLUB
The 5th Annual Capital City Toy Run 
will be making its way from the Oak 
Bay Marina to the Victoria Flying 
Club on September 29th. 

The CCTR is a motorcycle charity 
ride where participants bring a 
unwrapped and unused toy to the 
start point at the Oak Bay Marina. 
Upon arrival at VFC, the riders park 
in front of the clubhouse building 
and deposit the toys in a massive 
trailer provided by Barnes Harley 
Davidson. For those that have 
witnessed this event, it is definitely a 
sight to behold! Being the 5th year, 
and with clear & decent weather, 
it is anticipated that 500 bikes may 
show! This event is turning into one 
of the premiere riding events to 
close off the summer riding season 
on the South Island. 

WILDFIRE REPORTING
The wildfire season has started 
early this year, and after two very 
smoky years, it is useful to brush up 
on procedure if you happen to see 
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PARKING
If you’re interested in prime 

paved parking spaces for your aircraft, 
we want to hear from you!  

Secure, pull-in/pull-out, easy access.

Please call Dispatch to arrange a spot, 
or get on the waitlist for hangar spaces at 

250-656-2833

HANGAR SPACE
Contact Marcel at the Club to see 
if a hangar spot is a good spot for 

your plane.

YOUR STORY
We'd love to hear it! Share with us for a 

chance to have your aviation-related story 
printed in The Patrician!

flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com

Images: Top: Instagram: burtonader. The @cfsnowbirds elephant walk prior to departing Penticton Regional. The three photos 
above. ASAP Aviator Suites is opening up soon. Their brand new suites are designed specifically with aviation students in mind.
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HIRING: 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS
and

BOOKKEEPER
Join our team!

Send your resume to 
gmatte@flyvfc.com

IFR / IMC Round 
Table

This group meets on the last Saturday 
of the month, 2 pm, restarting on 
September 28. Contact John at

ainsworthj@airnavigation.com to join in.

NEWS and EVENTS

AUG 6 COPA Flight 6 Annual BBQ
AUG 10,11 Victoria's Largest Little Airshow
AUG 7-11 Texada Aerospace Camp and Fly-In

AUG 16-18 Arlington Fly-In
AUG 25 Chilliwack Flight Fest
AUG 31 BBQ at VFC (monthly social!)
SEP 28 BBQ at VFC (monthly social!)
SEP 28 IFR / IMC Round Table, 2 PM

Is your aviation-related event not listed?
Let us know at flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
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HOST IT AT THE 
CLUB! 

Contact Customer Service to book 
the lounge or classrooms for your event, or 

contact the Dakota Cafe about 
catered possibilities.

VICTORIA FLYING CLUB 

PILOT 
LOUNGE 
BEER & 
BBQ 
CLUB EVENT 

A fundraiser event to 
upgrade the flight club 
lounge! 
BURGERS by donation 
DRINKS available 
ARRANGE rides accordingly! 

Aug 31, Sep 28 
4 pm – 8 pm 
Victoria Flying Club 
Lounge 

CONTACT MARIUS FOR DETAILS: MPK.DIXROUES@GMAIL.COM 

a fire while out flying recreationally. Remember to fly at 
least 5NM away from all fires, unless otherwise indicated 
in a NOTAM, being mindful that smoke can greatly reduce 
visibility and that aerial firefighting operations might 
already be occurring. If you happen to see a fire, report 
it to the nearest ATC Tower, Enroute Frequency, Flight 
Information Centre, or the BC Wildfire Service (800-663-
5555 or *5555 on a cell). Read your NOTAMs carefully 
before setting out to fly!

Have news or a story to tell? Email us at flyvfcmarketing@
gmail.com for a chance to have your news or story published 
in The Patrician.

Capital City Toy Run 2019, September 29.
Bring a toy to donate to charity, and

 come check out the motorcycles! 

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:jobs@flyvfc.com
mailto:ainsworthj@airnavigation.com
mailto:flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
mailto:flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
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Although VFC’s management team has negotiated our credit 
card fees down considerably over the last year, did you 
know that VFC pays the equivalent of a half of an airplane 
per year in credit card company fees? 

We’d ask you to consider using cash, interact or e-transfer 
in paying your account to reduce unnecessary fees, yours 
and ours, because we’d like to spend that money on adding 
another plane to the fleet.

What?!  
Half a 172 
per year?

Editor: As the Victoria Flying Club 
gets closer to its 75th year, we have 
experienced a few changes in hands.
Many thanks to Greg Matte, our new 
General Manager, for sharing an 
introductory profile:

Although I've already met a number 
of fellow members of the Victoria 
Flying Club (VFC), I thought a brief 
article in the Patrician would allow 
me the opportunity to introduce 
myself to the broader membership. 
I'll begin by revealing that I'm likely 
one of the least experienced civilian 
pilots in the club, with a grand total 
of 21.5 hours of day VFR single 
engine flight time in my civilian log 
book! Prior to becoming your new 
General Manager (GM) on 02 July, 
I had already become a member of 
the VFC, and taken the first steps 
towards earning my Commercial 
Pilot Licence (CPL), with the 
objective of eventually earning my 
Flight Instructor Rating (FIR).

Fortunately, I have a bit more 
experience in military aviation, most 
of which was multi-engine, and 
included instructional experience 
as a Fighter Weapons Top Gun 
Instructor. While I confess to be a 
bit concerned about flying small 
aircraft with low maneuverability, 
limited power and no ejection 
seat, the thrill of "slipping the surly 
bonds" more than compensates 
for it. As with my past experience 
as a CF-18 Squadron Commander, 
Wing Commander and Task 
Force Commander, I subscribe 
to leadership by example which 
includes being actively involved
in flight operations in the air as 
well as on the ground. As such, I'll 

continue to incrementally work 
towards completing my CPL and 
FIR over the coming months while 
concurrently serving the VFC 
membership as your GM.

As a club with a rich heritage and 
a long relationship with both the 
town of Sidney and the Victoria 
International Airport (CYYJ), we're 
very fortunate to be situated 
where we are. Not only do we have 
the benefit of 
operating from a 
world class airfield, 
we're blessed 
with a beautiful 
flying area, a 
diverse sea-land 
topography, and 
variable weather 
patterns related 
to our maritime 
climate. As such, 
there are few 
other flying clubs 
in Canada that 
can offer such 
airfield services 
and diverse 
environmental 
challenges to hone 
one's flying skills. 
More importantly, 
the VFC is also 
fortunate to 
have such an 
exceptional cadre 
of professional 
and dedicated 
flight instructors 
to guide others 
towards achieving 
their personal 
aviation goals as 
pilots.

Although the summer period is 
always busy given the long days, 
favourable weather and higher flight 
training demands, please feel free 
to drop by and chat, as I'm always 
looking for an excuse to refill my 
coffee cup. Better yet, you can take 
me out of the hangar and back into 
the cockpit, because as the VFC 
staff have come to know, "I'd rather 
be flying"!

VFC Welcomes New 
General Manager

Greg Matte
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Editor's note: We are sad to hear of the 
passing of Doug Perkins, a long time 
VFCer, having joined the club in 1963, 
even before VFC inhabited its current 
building. We offer our condolences and 
thanks to Doug's family for sharing his 
story.

Doug Perkins passed away 
peacefully on April 14 this year 
at 95 years old. He will be fondly 
remembered by many of his 
colleagues and sorely missed by his 
family. 

Doug had a very long life, full of his 
favourite activities: spending time 
with family, designing and running 
engineering projects, and of course 
flying one of his planes, whether 

it be the old Cessna 172, CF-WLY 
nicknamed “Willy”, or the home built 
Thorpe T-18, christened “Bated 
Breath."

Born in Radisson, Saskatchewan 
and raised in Melfort, his passion 
for all things aeronautical began 
in childhood with model airplanes 
soaring over his bed. At 17 he tried 
unsuccessfully to join the RCAF 
when his brother Max enlisted. He 
was very concerned he would “miss 
the war!" But, on his 18th birthday 
he signed up and commenced 
flight training at Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan in 1942. Most of his 
Canadian training was flying Tiger 
Moths and Crane 1/1A aircrafts. 
In May of 1943 he was transferred 

to England where he continued his 
training, flying Masters, Hurricanes, 
and Harvards. December of that 
year, he shipped out to India 
where he continued his training on 
Hurricanes, and finally graduated to 
the P47 Thunderbolt fighter-bomber 
until April of 1944. In November, 
having finished training, he began 
active service flying Thunderbolts in 
the Burma theatre. 

He had some amazing stories of his
adventures. Stories from his training 
days in Scotland and India, and from
the Burma campaign. Tales of 
drunken bike rides, drunken 
elephants. Mostly perfect 3-point 
landings but also running out of fuel 
and landing with the landing gear 

Last Flight, Doug Perkins
Contributed by 

Susan Perkins

Images: Left to right: Doug flying “Bated Breath” out of the Victoria flying club, circa 1998. Doug circa 1937 with one his many model planes.

up to prevent a collision. Getting 
shot at and watching his colleague 
go down in the jungle in Burma, but 
then running into him later when he 
was rail-thin after being freed from 
the Japanese prison camp.

Doug was discharged on January 
13, 1945, having flown over 593 
hours during his enlistment. He 
resumed civilian life and took up 
surveying. His natural talent was 
spotted and was encouraged  to 
become an engineer by some of his 
early supervisors, such as Maury 
Ingram. He studied on his own in 
the evenings through the University 
of Saskatchewan, in their tiny 
abode filled with four noisy kids 
and obtained his civil engineering 
designation the hard way. Through 
his own talent, dedication and sheer 
will he took the exams and passed 
to be come an engineer! 

Doug worked for the B.C. 
Department of Highways (DOH) for 
25 years, during which time he was 
instrumental in the planning and 
construction of sections of highway 
in the Fraser Canyon, Roger's Pass, 

Hart Highway and Yellow Head Pass. 
An opportunity presented itself 
in 1975 and Doug left the DOH 
to join Willis, Cunliffe and Tait/
Delcan, working on the Okanagan 
Connector and Chilliwack Dike 
System, plus a number of projects in 
Victoria. 

In the late twenties, and early 
thirties, Doug’s family lived in 
Melfort, Saskatchewan. His younger 
brother Dick sometimes would 
be teased or pushed around a bit, 
but Doug would always stand up 
for him. Doug's sense of fairness 
extended throughout his life. He 
was indeed, "a man of all seasons."

When everything seems 
to be going against you, 
remember that the
airplane takes off 
against the wind, not 
with it.
— Harrison Ford

Something his kids heard him 
say when growing up was ‘No 
Bastardum Carborundum,' which is 
faux-Latin for “don’t let the bastards 
grind you down!” It really reflects a 
lot of his unwavering spirit. He told 
a football story that illustrates this.

During his youth he was on the 
Melfort high school football team, 
and he recalled to me that they were 
a small school. It was during the 
Depression, and they couldn’t afford 
uniforms. It had an effect on their 
team spirit, and when they went to 
play, in their scruffy mismatched 
outfits, against the much wealthier 
North Battleford team, the opposing 
team took pity on them and loaned 
them their old uniforms, a very 
kind gesture. But, much to North 
Battleford’s dismay, the Melfort 
team spirit was so strong, that they 
completely creamed the North 
Battleford team. It was a point of 
pride that they weren’t going to be 
cowed into losing just because they 
didn’t have their own uniforms, and 
they came out swinging.

Continued on following page.
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As a young surveyor, Doug met 
his wife Phyllis (nee Wilkinson) 
at a local dance on the Sechelt 
Peninsula and they were married 
on May 23, 1951. Post war poverty 
necessitated inventiveness and 
one of Doug's fondest anecdotal 
memories is of the night he met 
Phyllis. He thought her the loveliest 
girl at the dance in her beautiful red 
velvet dress, only to find out later 
that the dress in question had been 
fashioned from a curtain! Not only 
did he adopt her two children from 
a previous marriage but raised an 
additional four. Doug was a good 
father, responsible, fair and kind 
with a remarkable sense of humour, 
although many of his jokes were real 
'groaners' (how did the constipated 
mathematician solve the problem? 
He worked it out with a pencil!). We 
laughed regardless. 

He retired at 75 but continued 
to act as consultant on other 
endeavors, including the Bella Bella 
airport. During all that time Doug 
continued to fly. He joined the 
Victoria Flying Club in November of 
1963, took recertification training 
and flew various small aircraft while 

he built his first plane - a Thorpe 
T-18. The plane, 15 years later, 
aptly named "Bated Breath," took 
her maiden flight May 1, 1997. A 
few years after the inauguration of 
"Bated Breath," Doug started his 
second home built experimental 
aircraft, the Van's RV-6. 

In addition to flying, Doug was a 
member of the Toastmasters, played 
the piano, sang (rather nicely!) in 
a barbershop quartet, engaged 
in woodworking, and enjoyed 
watching both football and hockey. 

He was one of the last of the 
greatest generation, those brave 
men and women who were willing 
to sacrifice so much for the rest of 
us, to secure our future. Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt of that era stated 
in his prophetic quote: "There is a 
mysterious cycle in human events. 
To some generations much is 
given. Of other generations much 
is expected. This Generation has a 
rendezvous with destiny."

He provided us with a happy 
environment in which to grow. 
Doug is survived by his wife of 68 

years, Phyllis Adrien (Wilkinson) and 
all six children: Claudia Peterson 
(Ray Morgan), Laurie Perkins 
(Heather Minter), Mark Perkins 
(Sigrid Gidlof), Madeline Perkins, 
Grant Perkins (Jennifer Lowry) and 
Susan Perkins (Bruce McAskill). 
His grandchildren: Mathieu 
(Brandy), Juanita (Francois), Aaron, 
Emmerson, Jodi (Scott), Jamie 
(Lesley), Riley, Amy (Casey). His 
great-grandchildren: Reese, Marisa, 
Mason, Luc, Aymeri, Maite, Cyprien, 
Marshall, Connor, Brooklyn. His 
brother Dick (Ernestine). He was 
predeceased by his sister Betty 
Cumberford (nee Perkins), brother 
Max Perkins and granddaughter 
Erin. Dad has truly 'slipped the surly 
bonds of earth.' May he 'dance the 
skies on laughter silvered wings' 
(quote of John Gillespie Magee, 
High Flight). We will miss him 
greatly. 

The family would like to express 
their gratitude to the staff of 
Palm North in Victoria's Veteran's 
Memorial Lodge at Broadmead for 
their care of our father and their 
support over the past two and a half 
years. 

Airline Pilot: 
When Toilets Fail 

Contributed by Grant Corriveau, 
Air Canada Captain (Retired)

Grant Corriveau has recently released 
his second book dealing with working 
in the aviation industry. Grant is a 
retired Air Canada Captain with a 
deep knowledge of work and life on 
the flight deck. He is also working on 
another book, "Fly Laughing," with an 
excerpt below. Many thanks for the 
humourous share from this upcoming 
book! Stay tuned in the next Patrician 
for more details!

"We're ‘go’ for toilet testing," I 
informed our purser.

I used my best, fake NASA rocket 
launcher voice as I spoke into the 
A320’s crew inter-phone system, 
and watched our altitude ascend 
through the required level. This was 
funny, but not funny. This fault could 
have a real impact on our ability to 
continue the flight.

"Okay, Captain. Standby, I’ll call you 
back." The line went dead as he hung 

up his handset. I waited expectantly 
while we continued climbing away 
from Edmonton on a scheduled, 
non-stop flight to Montreal. If the 
bathrooms were working, that is. If 
the toilets did not pass this crucial 
flush test, I wasn't sure what we'd do 
next.

Our plumbing issues had started on 
our previous flight from Vancouver 
to Edmonton. During that climb out, 
our flight attendants had discovered 
that all our toilets had stopped 
flushing. By the time they advised 
me and we'd applied whatever slim 
checklists we could find to throw 
at the problem, (I had definitely 
never practiced this particular fault 
during flight simulator training), 
and then communicated with our 
company maintenance personnel 
(only to discover that they also had 
no hidden secrets about how to fix 
the problem), we were almost in 
Edmonton. So, flushless, we pressed 
on and completed that first leg. 
But our second leg, a four-and-a-
half hour flight from Edmonton to 
Montreal, presented a more serious 
challenge.

As we spoke over the company 
VHF radio, I could imagine our 
maintenance personnel pouring 
over the complex schematic charts 
and trouble-shooting diagrams. No 
sooner had we parked at our gate in 
Edmonton, than they swarmed into 
the aircraft’s electronics bay to begin 
a hurried attempt to fix the problem 
without delaying our departure. 
On time performance is a very high 
priority in this competitive airline 
business.

But so is peeing! Trust me. That’s 
the important point I kept trying to 
make. Even though it never appears 
in any of the complex charts and 
airline metrics used to define a 
successful airline, you can bet that 
no one would book flights on a “no-
peeing” airline, no matter how cheap 
the tickets. There’s such a thing as 
taking "no frills” service too far.

The infamously cheap airline, Ryanair 
discovered this a few years ago 
when they proposed to put coin-
slots on bathroom doors. Without 
dating yourself, does anyone recall 
the bad old days when many public 
toilets had dime operated door 
locks on the stalls? And the practice 
of slipping under the doors in an 
emergency, when a dime wasn’t 
handy, was often necessary? Ryanair, 
however, was planning to charge 
much more than one thin dime 
until the public outcry caused them 
to back down. Whether it was a 
real proposal, or just a gimmick to 
get some newspaper attention, 
is up for debate. Some airline 
execs will go to extreme lengths 
to chisel out a little more profit, if 
the passengers let them get away 
with it. https://abcnews.go.com/
Travel/Green/paying-pee-airlines-
critics-call-ryanairs-fee-inhumane/
story?id=10355139

Anyway, back to our story.

That’s when I learned how the 
flushing system on the Airbus A320 
works. Of course, a computer is 
involved. At lower altitudes flushing 
is a function of some sort of electro-
mechanical, vacuum-producing 
Continued on following page. 

Images above: Dad's flyving logbooks, from the last days of the war in May 1945 and from his recertification at the VFC in 
1963.
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pumps, but as we climb higher 
another system takes over that uses 
differential pressure between the 
inside and the outside of the aircraft 
to suck and swirl away the offending 
contents of the toilet bowls and 
deposit this into the holding tanks. 
The key changeover altitude is 
16,000 feet.

So, after resetting some obscure 
onboard computer, and checking 
over and over again that all three 
of the toilets flushed properly on 
the ground, something I personally 
tested, knowing my own bladder 
range limitations, we pushed 
back from the gate and departed. 
However, we knew that the moment 
of truth lay ahead, or above, that 
is. Only after we'd climbed through 
16,000 feet, where the system 
switches over to the secondary 
mode of operation, could we be 
sure that our toilets would keep 
flushing for the duration of the trip 
to Montreal. With a full load of 
passengers plus crew members, this 
was not a trivial matter, although it 
was hard not to make light hearted 
jokes about it.

"BZZZZZZ!" The flight attendant 
call tone blasted loudly in the 
flight deck, once again providing 
an unintended test of my cardiac 
fitness. Every time this annoying 
horn went off (which was frequently 
in any given day's work), I mildly 
cursed the Airbus engineers or 
regulatory authorities who I blamed 
for setting the volume of this darn 
thing. It's literally the loudest 
warning on our Airbus flight decks.

I fumbled for my handset to make 
the noise stop. "What's the news?"

"Not good, Captain. None of the 
toilets are flushing."

Long pause.

"Okay." I felt my own bladder twinge 
at the thought of the several hours 
to go before we would arrive in 

Montreal. "Any ideas?" I asked.
"Can we make an en-route landing 
and ask people to hold themselves 
as much as possible? If anyone has 
an emergency, the toilet bowls will 
handle that much, I hope.“

"I can't think of anything better," 
I said. "Do you want to tell the 
passengers or will I?"

"You'd better say something," he 
replied. "They probably won't 
believe me."

"Okay. Just give me a minute to 
coordinate with the company and 
make sure this fits into their "Big 
Picture." Maybe we’ll get lucky 
and they’ll find us an aircraft swap. 
Winnipeg is about half way. It’ll be 
our best bet.”

I took a moment to brief the first 
officer who was capably flying this 
leg and, so far, seemed not to have 
gotten us lost. Then, after assuring 
myself that he was also handling our 
ATC communications, I connected 
with our company dispatcher on 
number two radio. It took a few 
minutes to get the urgency of our 
problem accurately understood. 
"No! We can’t just use the sick sacs!” 

After that, we coordinated a plan 
to make the pit stop at Winnipeg. 
It was doubtful that they'd have 
a spare Airbus sitting around to 
exchange with our broken machine, 
but they did have working toilets 
in the terminal building. And, 
importantly, they had 
a full maintenance 
facility available so 
maybe, just maybe, 
they could take one 
more crack at solving 
the flushing problem 
and make "it" all go 
away. Literally. We 
hoped.

Finally, I picked up the 
PA handset from its 
holder on the centre 

console, and pushed the necessary 
buttons, and prepared to make one 
of the strangest announcements 
ever to my passengers. 
"Attention, this is the captain. Please 
hold your pee."

Well, not quite like that, but sort of.

...To be continued... (cross your legs as 
required)

Thanks, 

Grant Corriveau
Captain A320, Air Canada (retired)

Grant Corriveau has been an aviator 
for a long time. As a boy, he built 
plastic aircraft models and through 
the power of imagination, soared into 
the skies. Later in life, he learned to 
fly real, ragwing Fleet Canucks, then 
moved on, step-by-step, towards ever 
larger and faster aircraft.

Over the years, he has learned to be 
thankful for the many people who 
uplifted him along the way: family, 
friends, colleagues and strangers. He 
currently lives on Vancouver Island 
with his wife and greatest friend, 
France.

Though the body ages and he is 
reminded daily that "we are but 
dust," he also believes we are more 
than that. As Master Yoda observed: 
"Luminous beings we are." And Buzz 
Lightyear adds, "To infinity and 
beyond!"

Women in Aviation
Canadian Conference 

Contributed by Jennifer Zadorozniak 
(VFC Secretary)

I waited a long time to attend 
the biennial Canadian Women in 
Aviation Conference (CWIA), then 
finally it was June. CWIA began 
in 1991 as a way for women in 
Canadian aviation to come together 
and find a supportive community 
as they pursued their goals in 
the industry. The conference 
brings together women from 
across Canada from all parts of 
aviation, including AMEs, pilots, 
flight instructors, researchers, 
controllers, government officials and 
policy makers, space and military 
personnel, and women from the 
C-suite. The conference is planned 
and carried out by volunteers and 
has been an annual event for 28 
years. 

This year the conference was held 
in Ottawa from June 19-23, 2019. 
The theme was “Beyond Horizons” 
and encouraged women to defy 
stereotypes, overcome mental 
barriers, and blossom into strong, 
resilient, empowered individuals. 
Over the jam-packed four days 
there were several opportunities 
to attend and participate in panel 
discussions on a myriad of topics, 
both personal and professional, to 
network, learn, and explore Ottawa. 

I had no idea who I would meet and 
I can tell you I was blown away by 
the women in attendance. Some 
of the trailblazers I met included 
the first female fighter pilot (Dee 
Brasseur), and the first female airline 

pilot in Canada (Rosella Bjornson) 
and the first Canadian woman pilot 
at Air Canada (Judy Cameron). I 
could not sleep the first night! I 
was very lucky to be surrounded 
by these supportive women and 
listen to them talk candidly about 
their journeys in aviation. I laughed, 
cried, and made new friends. It is 
reassuring to hear that there are 
more opportunities now that never 
existed previously, and it is thanks 
to these women who paved the 
way. I felt re-energized to return 
to Victoria and resume studying (in 
the middle of summer!) to finish my 
training. 

Highlights for me included the 
Continued on following page. 
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downtown Ottawa scavenger hunt 
which was about 5km and over 3 
hours in duration. The prizes were 
awesome aviation swag, and of 
course there were libation stops 
along the way! 

The global aviation sector 
will need 620,000 new 
pilots. The majority of 
this workforce has not 
started training yet.
The tours of the Transportation 
Safety Board of Canada (TSB) 
Engineering Lab, National Research 

Council (NRC) Flight Research Lab, 
and the NRC Wind Tunnels were 
incredible. In the TSB hanger, I got 
to see the remains and wreckage 
of the 747 cargo landing gear that 
went off the runway in Halifax late 
last year. Standing next to the gear 
and wheel, I felt incredibly small. 
Unfortunately, no cameras were 
allowed inside the TSB hanger as 
active investigations were occurring. 

As a Commercial Pilot (in training!), 
who will be looking for employment 
soon, I thought Dr. Suzanne Kearns’ 
presentation was most relevant. Dr. 
Kearns discussed the International 
Civil Aviation Organization’s NGAP 
(Next Generation of Aviation 

Professionals) and the global pilot 
shortage. ICAO projected that by 
2036, the global aviation sector will 
need 620,000 new pilots, 125,000 
new air traffic controllers, and 1.3 
million new aircraft maintenance 
personnel. The majority of this 
workforce has not started training 
yet. In Canada roughly 1200 
commercial pilot licenses are issued 
every year, but only about 500 of 
these commercial pilots stay and 
work here. 

She also spoke about existing flight 
training practices and how the 
aviation industry equates hours of 
training to competence which is not 
necessarily the best or safest way. 

For example, 10 hours of circuits 
at a MF aerodrome compared 
to 10 hours of cross-country in 
varying classes of airspace is a very 
different learning and experience. 
Competency-based training (CBT) 
was proposed as an alternative 
where professional competence 
determines when training is 

complete, rather than hours of flight. 
CBT may be used in the future and 
assist with pilot shortages. Already 
some big (Sunwing) and small 
airlines (Harbour Air, Pacific Coastal) 
in Canada are hiring Commercial 
Multi-Engine IFR pilots with less 
than 300 hours!

The next CWIA conference will 
be held in 2021 but the city and 
province have not been announced 
by the volunteer organizers yet. 
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"Without disruption of air traffic, these fearless, forthright, indomitable and courageous
 individuals did venture into the wild blue yonder in flying machines.  Furthermore, these 

skillful individuals did safely land said flying machines at Victoria International Airport, 
incurring no significant damage to self or machine, thus completing first solo flights."  

First Solos and 
Member 

Achievements
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Aaron Burton
Instructor: Bryan Taylor

Matt Savage
Instructor: Sean Tyrrell

Hugo Lavigne
Instructor: Paul Houlston

New Members
Alex Wainwright
Doug "Levi" Stroud
Kai Westermann
Keanu Flavelle
Levi Hoeppner
Luc Perron
Richard Gibbs
Robin Stubbs
Taiga Matsushita
Warren Recker
Zachery Kroeger

First Solo
Aaron Burton
Hugo Lavigne
Joshua Adams
Matt Savage

PPL Written
Jacob Scherer
James Whelan
Ryan Wiens

PPL Flight Test
Isaac Craghtten
James Alder

PPL
Albena Ivanova
Harry Brunton
Isaac Craghtten
Rachel Allen

CPL Written
Kai Ennis

Multi Engine Rating
Darren Yip

Instructor Rating
Masa Kobayashi

Image above: Congrats to Aaron Burton on completing his first solo! Aaron has been sharing his amazing aviation photography 
with us for many years. Check out his Instagram channel at https://www.instagram.com/burtonader/

http://www.flyvfc.com
https://www.instagram.com/burtonader/
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Private Pilot Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.

DATE TOPIC INSTRUCTOR
August 5 No Class - BC Day N/A
August 7 Radio & Electronic Theory Trevor
August 12 Navigation I Andrew
August 14 Navigation II Andrew
August 19 Navigation III Andrew
August 21 ATC Andrew
August 26 Review Andrew

Ground School Course: $350  Ground School Kit: $275     
Call Customer Service at 250 656 2833 to register for Ground School today!

19

Ground School 
Schedule
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www.islandblue.com

Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC  V8V 3K3  Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC  V8L 2X2  Tel: 250-656-1233

print & imaging

book printing

art & framing

VFC smile Cards 
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC 
office, and 5% of your grocery purchase 
will go towards creating scholarships 
and awards for VFC members. Since 
the autumn of 2005, the Victoria Flying 
Club has received over $19,600 from the 
Thrifty Foods Smile Card program. These 
funds have been appreciated by all mem-
bers of the club. Thank you Thrifty Foods!

Fly-Out Bug 
COPA Flight 6

Would you like to volunteer as a board member? COPA Flight 
6 would love to hear from you!

We are planning a fly out for Monday August 5th BC Day, 
weather permitting to Pemberton for lunch. We will meet 
at VFC at 11:00 AM and will depart from there. If you 
would like to join in with this event or the next, sent us an 
email!

Email: copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog: copaflight6.blogspot.ca

 COPA 
FLIGHT 
6
Flight Captain (President)
Rob Shemilt 

Co-Captain (Vice President) 
Allan Rempel 

Navigator (Treasurer)
Art Reitsma

For more information or to book a 
flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com
Call: 1-778-350-3213

VFC Charter offers inexpensive, on-demand, and direct 
transportation to places not serviced by other commercial carriers in 
the lower BC area.

The charter service is operational in day VFR conditions. Please 
contact us for more information on destinations and costs.

VFC CHARTER SERVICE      
Be there in minutes!

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:copaflight6@gmail.com
http://copaflight6.blogspot.ca
mailto:tedk@flyvfc.com
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You want to be a high flyer with your feet on the ground. Now you can do 
both. Combine flight training with a prestigious university business diploma 
tailored to the aviation industry. If you’re graduating or have recently 
graduated from high school and want to become a commercial airline pilot, 
this program is for you!

Employers recognize that good pilots do more than fly aircraft; they 
are active problem solvers, strategic decision makers and superior 
communicators. The most successful are skilled in business management, 
leadership, team building and crew resource management.

Classes are held at the Victoria International Airport or on the University of 
Victoria campus over a nine-month period. The unique program schedule 
means you can complete both your private and commercial pilot’s license 
and also obtain the Diploma in Business Administration. Start shaping better 
career options for yourself today and watch things really take off!

Entrance Requirements
• Successful completion of Grade 12
• A desire for a career in aviation
• Motivation to complete an intensive business program

Ask about our partnership pathway to the Bachelor of Business Administration 
(BBA) program Royal Roads University!

See other side for the 2019–20 schedule

Business Administration – 
Aviation Option
DIPLOMA PROGRAM

Gain a new perspective on...

For more information or  
to apply, contact:
Business and Management 
Programs
250-721-8073/8072
bmt@uvic.ca
bmt.uvic.ca

For information on  
flight training:
Victoria Flying Club 
250-656-2833
info@flyvfc.com
flyvfc.com


