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HAPPY PRIDE WEEK!
July 7th marks annual Pride Day, the 
culmination of Pride Week. Want 
to educate yourself on topics of 
inclusion and diversity? Check out 
www.aviationpride.ca/resources. 

GRAHAM PALMER, CFI 
ACCEPTS POSITION WITH 
VIH AVIATION
After three decades of dedicated 
service to the Victoria Flying Club, 
bringing together people who love 

aviation, inspiring thousands to 
dream, fly, and conquer their goals, 
starting the careers of countless 
pilots, and so much more, we are 
deeply saddened to lose our CFI, 
but excited for the new chapter to 
unfold for Graham. Many, many 
thanks to all you've given to the 
aviation community, and best of 
wishes for your future endeavors.

CAMPBELL RIVER WINGS & 
WHEELS, FOR TEEN FLIGHT
On July 14th, Campbell River is 

the place to be! There are a few 
“Camping Under the Wing” spaces 
available for this fun annual event. 
For any event info, hotel information 
or weekend planning ideas, contact 
Therisa Lowe, 250 914 8446 (www.
sealandaviation.com).

COCKPIT VIDEO RECORDER, 
PERCEPT SYSTEMS
A BC company based out of Kelowna 
is looking to fill an industry gap with 
its upcoming solution, an easily 
installable 4K Ultra HD camera 
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PARKING
If you’re interested in prime 

paved parking spaces for your aircraft, 
we want to hear from you!  

Secure, pull-in/pull-out, easy access.

Please call Dispatch to arrange a spot, 
or get on the waitlist for hangar spaces at 

250-656-2833

Above: Happy Pride Week! 
Canadian Aviation Pride exists as 
a supportive resource for aviation 
professionals who identify as 
LGBTQ+. 

HANGAR SPACE

A spot has opened up! Contact 
Marcel at the Club to see if it is a 

good spot for your plane.

YOUR STORY
We'd love to hear it! Share with us 
for a chance to have your aviation-

related story printed in 
The Patrician!

flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com

Images above: In the year 2000, Manager Dave Lehan hands the CFI reins to 
Graham Palmer. Graham taught countless recreational and career pilots. He 
also led seaplane training at the Club.
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Editor: The CFI reins have been handed 
to the worthy and experienced hands 
of Mike Schlievert. Feel free to stop 
by the Club and say hi! Many thanks 
to Mike for sharing an introductory 
profile:

They say "you can't go home again," 
but I really feel like I'm coming home 
to VFC. 25 years ago, I began my 
flying career as a Class 4 instructor 
at the Club, then went on to instruct 
at flight schools in Chilliwack and 
Hope before finally landing in 
London, Ontario, where I started my 
own flight school. 

I owned and operated Crosswind 
Aviation and Forest City Flight 
Centre at London International 
Airport for over 15 years. And 
although we were a private FTU 
and not a club, we acted like 

both a "club" and a flight school. 
Crosswind and Forest City were 
weekend hangouts for many aviation 
enthusiasts. At the same time, we 
were a very active flight school, 
training commercial and recreational 
pilots, many of whom became 
lifelong friends. 

I trained or supervised many 
students to PPL, CPL and beyond, 
including at least 30 flight 
instructors. I particularly enjoy 
mentoring instructors. Thanks to 
social media and texting, I've been 
able to follow the careers of my 
former students and instructors. I 
get a great deal of pleasure viewing 
posts showing airline cockpits in 
locations around the world as my 
ex students work their way up the 
ladder from FO to captain, and from 
regional carriers to major airlines.

I also enjoy the relationships I built 
with recreational pilots as they 
continued to rent or own personal 
aircraft. It feels great knowing I 
played a role in making a lot of 
people's aviation dreams come true. 
I consider myself to be a fun but very 
safe and professional pilot. I plan to 
continue flying by those values at 
VFC. 

It's been a life-long family goal to 
return to Victoria, and I'm truly 
excited to be the new CFI at VFC. 
I have a big pair of shoes to fill, as 
I have a great deal of respect and 
admiration for CFI Graham Palmer. 
I look forward to building strong 
relationships with my new colleagues 
at VFC and making many new 
friends. Onward and upward as they 
say!!

VFC Welcomes New CFI
Mike Schlievert
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HIRING: 
FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS

Come teach with us! 
Send your resume to 

jobs@flyvfc.com

IFR / IMC Round 
Table

This group meets on the last Saturday of 
the month, 2 pm. Contact John at

ainsworthj@airnavigation.com to join in.

NEWS and EVENTS

JUL 9 COPA Flight 6 Annual BBQ
JUL 13 Qualicum Beach Air Show

JUL 13, 14 Fairmont Hot Springs Airport Fly-In
JUL 14 Campbell River Wings & Wheels
JUL 27 BC Aviation Museum Open House
JUL 27 IFR / IMC Round Table, 2 PM
JUL 27 BBQ at VFC (monthly social!)
JUL 31 Thunder in the Peace Air Show

AUG 7-11 Texada Aerospace Camp and Fly-In
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HOST IT AT THE 
CLUB! 

Contact Customer Service to book 
the lounge or classrooms for your event, or 

contact the Dakota Cafe about 
catered possibilities.

VICTORIA FLYING CLUB 

PILOT 
LOUNGE 
BEER & 
BBQ 
CLUB EVENT 

A fundraiser event to 
upgrade the flight club 
lounge! 
BURGERS by donation 
DRINKS available 
ARRANGE rides accordingly! 

July 27, 2019 
4 pm – 8 pm 
Victoria Flying Club 
Lounge 

CONTACT MARIUS FOR DETAILS: MPK.DIXROUES@GMAIL.COM 

and microphone with a software system, to function as a 
cockpit recorder for smaller aircraft. Currently undergoing 
testing and certification, we are keeping our eyes open for 
a release date and hearing about the positive impacts on 
our industry.

WILDFIRE REPORTING
The wildfire season has started early this year, and after 
two very smoky years, it is useful to brush up on procedure 
if you happen to see a fire while out flying recreationally. 
Remember to fly at least 5NM away from all fires, 
unless otherwise indicated in a NOTAM, being mindful 
that smoke can greatly reduce visibility and that aerial 
firefighting operations might already be occurring. If you 
happen to see a fire, report it to the nearest ATC Tower, 
Enroute Frequency, Flight Information Centre, or the BC 
Wildfire Service (800-663-5555 or *5555 on a cell). Read 
your NOTAMs carefully before setting out to fly!

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:jobs@flyvfc.com
mailto:ainsworthj@airnavigation.com


Although VFC’s management team has negotiated our credit card 
fees down considerably over the last year, did you know that VFC 
pays the equivalent of a half of an airplane per year in credit card 
company fees? 

We’d ask you to consider using cash, interact or e-transfer in paying 
your account to reduce unnecessary fees, yours and ours, because 
we’d like to spend that money on adding another plane to the fleet.

What?!  
Half a 172 
per year?
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BRITISH COLUMBIA  

1939 2019 

This is the 80th Anniversary of Victoria Airport 
 and Patricia Bay Wartime Air Base 

1910 Norseman Rd. North Saanich B.C. V8L 5V5 250-656-3300 www.bcam.net 

Get up close to vintage aircraft! 
There’s lots to see and do! 

FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS 

MILITARY RE-ENACTORS 

KIDS FACE PAINTING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 

MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 
MILITARY VEHICLES 

Extended parking at the Rotary Park Field of Dreams 
No pets please. Service animals only 

SATURDAY 27, JULY 2019 
From 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

ADMISSION BY DONATION 

AVIATION MUSEUM 
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A popular and kind flight instructor 
and mentor at the Victoria Flying 
Club for over two decades, Scott 
Eichel will be missed. The following 
eulogy has been shared by Scott's 
sons. VFC offers its condolences to 
his family for their loss.

MGen (Ret’d) Malcolm Scott 
Eichel CMM, CD (1940-2019) 
peacefully passed away at Royal 
Jubilee Hospital in Victoria on 
Thursday, May 9. He took wing 
in the presence of his devoted 
wife of 50 years, Donna, his two 
sons, Garth and Brehn, and his 
daughter-in-law, Heather. Scott 
is predeceased by his father, Gas, 
and mother, Janet, and his older 
brother, Willis. 

Born in Indian Head, Sask., on 
June 25, 1940, Scott was raised 
mostly by his mother Janet while 
his father Gas Eichel served 
overseas in the RCAF. Scott's 
dream was to become a pilot, 

and he often shirked his farm 
chores to spend hours lying 
on his back in a stubble field 
watching airplanes fly overhead. 
His enthusiasm for aviation really 
took off when his older brother, 
Willis, joined the Royal Canadian 
Air Force as a pilot.

Shortly after getting his wings, 
Willis was posted to Baden-
Soellingen, Germany, where 
he flew the CF100 “Clunk”. 
Meanwhile, young Scott remained 
at home in Indian Head, reading 
books and poetry under the 
approving eye of his mother, 
Janet. Books had always been 
a way for Scott to explore the 
world, but they also served as 
refuge during hardship. At age 
12 he contracted polio and the 
disease nearly crippled him for 
life. He regularly travelled alone 
by train to Regina for medical 
treatment, often spending 
extended periods in hospital 

where doctors and nurses 
endeavoured to straighten out 
the crooked little boy. 

(Interesting fact, few people 
knew Dad always had one leg 
that was ever so slightly shorter 
than the other — something he 
obviously neglected to tell the 
flight surgeon who did his aircrew 
medical exam.)

Dad overcame polio, and it’s fair 
to say the experience helped 
toughen him for what lay ahead.

Scott’s mother, Janet, had a heart 
condition that worsened over the 
years and her dying wish was to 
dance with her son at his high 
school graduation ball. She was a 
determined woman and she made 
good on that, passing away just 
two weeks after their last dance.

Scott was alone and adrift at 
first, but once again he found 

Last Flight, Scott Eichel
Eulogy

Contributed by Garth and Brehn Eichel

solace in books. He attended 
the University of Saskatchewan, 
obtaining a degree in English 
literature. He briefly considered 
becoming an English teacher, 
but the air force was much more 
appealing.

Scott joined the RCAF in 1963 
eager to fly, but his eyesight 
wasn’t good enough to be 
accepted for pilot training, so 
he opted instead to become a 
radio officer. He hadn’t even 
been issued his uniform when 
his brother, Willis, invited him 
along on his first flight in a T-33 
jet trainer. Wearing sports-jacket 
and tie, and with no training 
whatsoever, Scott climbed into 
the back-seat of the T-Bird and 
went for the unauthorized ride of 
his life with his older brother. 

Dad's first tour in the air force 
as a radio officer was with 407 
Squadron in Comox on the 
Lockheed Neptune. It was during 
this time that he struck up a long-
distance relationship with a hot 
young nurse in Montreal by the 
name of Donna Tingley. The two 
courted off and on for several 
years, and from the outside, 
few would have imagined the 
two being a suitable match: by 
nature, Scott was conservative 

and reserved; Donna was loud 
and a bit wild — always up for a 
party. Of course, opposites often 
attract, and after several years of 
playing footsie the two eventually 
decided to marry in 1968.

My brother, Garth, arrived the 
following year. The same year saw 
Scott selected to cross-train to 
pilot. It’s hard to say which event 
excited Dad most. (Sorry, Garth.)

Scott distinguished himself well 
enough in pilot training that 
he was offered the F-5 upon 
graduation, but, to the dismay 
of his superiors, he was not 
interested in fighters; Scott 
wanted to fly the C-130 Hercules. 
In the end, he got neither aircraft. 
What he did get was the Canadair 
CP-107 Argus, and a posting to 
405 Squadron in Greenwood, 
Nova Scotia.

Scott was crestfallen. Instead 
of flying the C-130 to exotic 
destinations all over the world 

with Transport Command, he 
was destined to fly long anti-
submarine patrols over the North 
Atlantic. 

His disappointment was short-
lived. He soon grew to love the 
Argus — so much so that on the 
night I was born he opted to go 
flying on a night training exercise, 
instead of being with his wife in 
hospital. (I got a lot of mileage out 
of that story in the mess at Cold 
Lake.)

Scott and Donna embraced life on 
the East Coast, and their tight-
knit VP community of friends. 
In the years that followed our 
family moved from Greenwood 
to Summerside, P.E.I., and back 
to Greenwood, where my parents 
made many life-long friends.

Dad often said his highest aim 
in the military was to become 
commanding officer of a 
squadron. He realized that goal 
in 1982 when he was given 

Images: Left to right: A T-33 Silver Star, a.k.a. "T-Bird". The very Canadair CP-107 Argus that Scott Eichel flew on, on display at the Greenwood Military Aviation Museum. A 
Lockheed Neptune. Scott with a T-38 Talon in Arizona.
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command of 404 Squadron 
in Greenwood, tasked with 
the Lockheed CP-140 Aurora 
conversion. After that, he said, 
“everything else was just gravy”.

After commanding 404 
Squadron, Dad enjoyed a 
rewarding year at the Naval 
War College in Newport, Rhode 
Island, where he was paid to 
devour books and hob-knob with 
some brilliant academic minds. 
After that he was promoted to 
full colonel and given command 
of CFB Shearwater in Nova 
Scotia.

Scott’s whole career to this 
point had been Maritime Air, 
but he knew next to nothing 
about helicopters. Something 
about them seemed deviant to 
him. Nevertheless, he decided 
that if he was going to be base 
commander to a bunch of Sea 
King pilots he’d better learn how 
to fly one. To that end, he went 
to Portage la Prairie and got his 
rotary-wing qualification, and 
then got checked out on the 
venerable Sikorsky CH-124 Sea 
King.

Dad freely admitted he wasn’t 
much of a helicopter pilot, but he 
developed tremendous respect 

for the unique breed of officers 
under his command who flew 
the Sea King off the pitching 
deck of destroyers, often at 
night.

After Shearwater, Scott was 
promoted to Brigadier General 
and given command of 14 
Training Group in Winnipeg 
where he continued to fly 
regularly. After years of service 
on the East Coast, he finally 
returned to his prairie roots. 
But not for long: another 
promotion, this time to Major 
General, involved moving to 
Ottawa to take on the role of 
Commander of Air Doctrine and 
Operations at National Defence 
Headquarters.

Up until then, Scott had prided 
himself on managing to avoid 
Ottawa his entire career, but 
senior officers rarely dodge it, 
and so for the final eight years of 
his career he flew a desk, serving 
in a variety of senior leadership 
roles before retiring from the 
military in 1994. 

Dad never shared this while 
in uniform, but years later he 
revealed he had been singled 
out for promotion to Lieutenant 
General, on track to becoming 

Commander of Air Command. 
Interestingly, he turned down 
the job. 

Why the change of heart? 

After eight years in Ottawa, 
Scott was tiring of the 
bureaucracy, civil servants and 
politicians. He had enjoyed a 
wonderful military career, and 
Ottawa had its rewards, but he 
felt his usefulness in uniform 
was nearing an end. After a 
weekend flying floatplanes with 
Garth in Northern Manitoba he 
decided to get back in the air 
again.

Shortly therafter, Scott resigned 
from the military and obtained 
his Class 4 Instructor rating. He 
persuaded our Mum to move 
to B.C. where he continued 
his flying career as a civilian 
instructor, teaching students 
at flight schools in Boundary 
Bay and Victoria for the next 
25 years. The icing on the cake 
came with the purchase of his 
very own Cessna 172 — Golf 
Tango Quebec Quebec, or TQQ 
as he lovingly referred to her.

Day after day, year after year, 
Dad would drive to the Victoria 
Flying Club where he taught 

lessons to captive students. He 
would often break for Parisian-
length lunches at the Dakota 
Café, regaling other aviators 
with stories that never got old 
no matter how many times he 
told them. At day’s end he would 
return home for martinis with 
Donna, followed by a dinner 
plate of sausages and a bedside 
book.
 
Retired life was pretty damned 
good to Scott for 25 years.

Out of uniform, Dad was much 
more relaxed and engaging. He 
became warmer and friendlier 
with age, always keen to 
strike up conversations with 
complete strangers. He loved 
to entertain and tell stories, and 
he developed countless new 
friendships here in Victoria. 
Many of those friendships 
sustained him over the past year 
while his health deteriorated. 

The person who sustained Scott 
most, of course, was our Mum. 
Throughout Dad’s illustrious 
military career, his long and 

enjoyable retirement, and in 
failing health, his devoted Donna 
made it all possible. That fact 
was made plain the day before 
Scott passed away when his 
doctor asked him, “What was the 
best thing you did in your life?” 
My father weakly raised his arm 
and pointed at my mother and 
said, “I married her.”

Malcolm Scott Eichel was a grand 
figure who affected many, many 
people. We will all miss him in 
our own way, but we should 
not mourn him. Few people 
are so blessed: he was born 
into a loving family; grew up to 
get an education; realized his 
childhood dream of becoming 
a pilot; he had a distinguished 
and decorated military career; he 
had children and grandchildren; 
he travelled the world; he read 
countless books; he owned an 
airplane; and every night he 
came home to the warmth and 
the beauty of a loving partner. 

In truth, we should not be sad 
that Scott Eichel is gone from us. 
Instead, we should thank God 

that such a man lived such a rich 
and rewarding life.

A private memorial service 
was held in the hangar of 443 
Maritime Helicopter Squadron 
in Sidney B.C. on June 13. Scott 
was an Advisor for Angel Flight, 
and the family has asked that 
memorial donations in memory 
of Scott be made to this charity:
Angel Flight of British Columbia, 
P.O. Box 2623, Sidney BC, 
V8L 4C1

Images: Left to right: CP-140 Aurora. CH-124 Sea King. CFB Shearwater (CYAW), 2009 aerial photo. Images: Left to right: The March 2010 Patrician featured an article written by Scott about a lightning strike he 
experienced while flying the Argus. https://issuu.com/vfcthepatrician/docs/march/12  GTQQ was owned by Scott.
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Airline Pilot: 
A Day in the Life 

Contributed by Grant Corriveau, 
Air Canada Captain (Retired)

Grant Corriveau has recently released 
his second book dealing with working 
in the aviation industry. Grant is a 
retired Air Canada Captain with a 
deep knowledge of work and life on 
the flight deck. Many thanks to him 
for sharing this excerpt from his book, 
"Airline Pilot: A Day in the Life."

Here's a quick sketch of how 
an airline pilot's day begins at our 
imaginary airline, GooseAir:

Departure Time: -03H:15M 

The alarm clock sounds… As I 
stumble to the bathroom, my few 
functional brain cells discover that 
I already know what city I'm in - 
without having to read the cover on 
the phone book. Home. Montreal. 
Despite the early morning darkness, 
I sense, and avoid, that toe-cracking 
table leg, and enter the bathroom. I 
revel in the knowledge of where to 
reach for the light switch. Avoiding 
table legs and finding light switches. 

That's why I love turn-around flights 
where I get to sleep every night in 
my own home. 

Departure Time: -02H:15M 

In the early days of my career, the 
terminals were small enough that I 
could park in the employee lot and 
take a mind-clearing, five-minute 
stroll to the flight planning center. 
Now, the continuing growth of 
airports has seen employee parking 
pushed out to the surrounding 
industrial no man's land where 
walking would be life-threatening. 
So, I park the car and then huddle 
in the Lexan shelter, collar turned 
up against the morning chill, and 
scramble aboard the crew bus with 
the other denizens of the morning 
shift. 

A weak morning sun struggles to 
lighten the eastern horizon through 
grimy bus windows, while I cling to 
the grab-bar against sudden bus-
lurches. This experience makes me 
grin inwardly, somewhat cynically. 
In the earlier days of my career, for 
our flights to depart on schedule, 
we would occasionally start the 
pushback procedure, extra slowly 
and carefully, while the last few 
passengers were still standing in 
the aisles. But not anymore. Now, 
the regulations stipulate that 
absolutely, without exception, in 
every situation, we can't budge 
the aircraft until all the luggage is 
stowed and all the passengers are 
seated, strapped in, and counted, 
and then, and only then, may we 
depart. But when we arrive at our 
destination, our passengers disgorge 
into various modes of transport such 

as busses or underground subways 
that leave them hanging by their 
fingernails to straps and grab-bars, 
lurching and bouncing along at 30 
or 40 kph. Our pushback restrictions 
seem laughably over-cautious by 
comparison. But, we must err on 
the side of safety. I suspect that 
minimizing lawsuits is also essential. 

Departure Time: -01H:15M 

I find F/O Paula standing at one 
of the planning kiosks, already 
working. We exchange greetings. 
As expected, she's already printed 
a copy of our flight plan from the 
dispatch computer as well as the 
updates to the aircraft technical 
bulletins. I log into the weather 
terminal for our official preflight 
review. For a half a second, I pause 
to wonder at the fact that I'm 
viewing actual snapshots of the 
earth. They were taken just a few 
minutes ago, from outer space! The 
incredible has become routine.

An old aviation maxim says: "We 
don't fly until the weight of the 
paper equals the weight of the 
pilot." And, just like my waistline, the 
paperwork has increased over the 
years. Once on board, the datalink 
will start spitting out paper like... 
well, like it grows on trees. Because 
of this appetite for paper and the 
fact that the first Airbus accident 
involved a spectacular encounter 
with a forest, there are plenty of 
one-liners floating around about 
how Airbus hates trees. Paula hoists 
about an elm-and-a-half off of the 
counter, and we make our way back 
over to the luggage rack. 
As we trundle off toward our 

gate, I recall briefly how, after the 
events of 9/11, airport security 
procedures suddenly required flight 
attendants and pilots to join the 
semi-disrobing parade of passengers 
through the screening process. 
Overnight, our crew ID photo 
tags, and fingerprinting, and police 
background checks, and the grueling 
training we'd endured to become 
crew-members were deemed 
worthless. 

Suddenly, the intrusiveness of 
airport security screening escalated. 
We understood the necessity of 
extra vigilance, but still, it felt wrong. 
It's as if the bond of trust required 
for any society to function was now 
presumed to be missing. Having 
lived our lives in a justice system 
that deems everyone "innocent until 
proven guilty," we were disoriented 
by the realization that the premise 
had reversed. The fact that crew-
members are especially conspicuous 
in our spiffy uniforms accentuated 
that feeling. It's as if the special 

bond of trust for our passengers' 
welfare had also been violated. 

So, each time I had to undress, then 
laboriously reassemble myself, slip 
my shoes back on, refasten my belt, 
pull on my jacket, re-adjust my hat 
and re-close my flight bag, I felt I 
should be asking: "But, do you still 
respect me?" It was a relief when 
it was over. I always scurried out 
of the security screening process 
eager to get on with less stressful 
things, like flying airplanes through 
thunderstorms. 

I have long suspected that aircraft 
designers consider pilots to be a 
nuisance taking up valuable interior 
space that could be better used to 
carry an income-producing payload. 
Nothing supports my suspicions 
more than seeing how crowded our 
flight deck is and how little space 
is available for getting in and out of 
our chairs.

Departure Time: -00H:15M

Like a mother hen building her nest 
and settling carefully onto her eggs, I 
begin adjusting my chair and rudder 
pedals and armrests and headrest 
and lumbar support. This ritual 
is about more than just comfort, 
although comfort's essential too. 
It's actually about safety. We not 
only have to be sure we can reach 
all the critical controls with hands 
and feet, but we also need to obtain 
the best viewing angle by setting up 
our correct eyeball location. Small 
pointers, specially mounted on the 
center window post, show me when 
my eyes are at the exact position 
to give me the best chance to see 
the approach lights and runway 
environment when landing in poor 
visibility. If I sit too high or too 
low, my visual references will be 
compromised. I tweak my electric 
seat controls up and forward a little 
at a time until the indicators are in 
line. 

Along with the advantages of our 
new, highly-automated, aircraft 

Cockpit of an Airbus A320, the kind that Grant flew 
for Air Canada.

Feature A
rticle

http://www.flyvfc.com


1514 VFC  |  Aviation Excellence Since 1946 www.flyvfc.comJULY 2019

Feature A
rticle

Plane Maintenance
Detailing, DIY, or Hire Out?
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come certain disadvantages. They 
are more demanding in how they 
need to be programmed before 
each flight, so the guidance 
computers can accurately calculate 
things like fuel consumption or the 
all-important takeoff and climb-out 
speeds. The more straightforward 
departure preparations of our 
steam-driven cockpits were 
sometimes referred to by ex-air 
force colleagues as "Kick the 
tires, light the fires, and blast off." 
Such expediency could never be 
tolerated by the new technology. 
Now, failing to load the required 
information accurately triggers 
a considerable mess for pilots. 
Our pre-flight programming ritual 
informs a host of invisible, on-
board creatures of automation 
about our plans and hopes to win 
their approval so we will be allowed 
to depart in peace. 
I hear the sounds of galley doors 
and storage units slamming shut 
behind me. I glimpse someone in 
the jetway swinging the main cabin 
door closed. It must be time to go. 

Departure Time: -00H:00M

It's no longer possible to visit the 
front office of an airliner en route, 
but if you'd like to strap yourself 
into the jump seat and join first 
officer Paula and me for the rest of 
our day’s work, you can find "Airline 
Pilot: A Day in the Life" at Amazon.
ca, in Kindle format or paperback.

I hope you enjoyed this quick 
glimpse into the life of a "line pilot.”

Thanks, 

Grant Corriveau
Captain A320, Air Canada (retired)

Grant Corriveau has been an aviator 
for a long time. As a boy, he built 
plastic aircraft models and through 
the power of imagination, soared into 
the skies. Later in life, he learned to 
fly real, ragwing Fleet Canucks, then 
moved on, step-by-step, towards ever 
larger and faster aircraft.
Along the way, as an instructor, 

he helped uplift others to see the 
joys and challenges of flight for 
themselves. One summer he seeded 
thunderstorms along the foothills of 
Alberta. Then he became an airline 
pilot, spending the next thirty years 
transporting people across North 
America and the Caribbean. just 
before retiring, he built and flew his 
own kit airplane, and was thrilled 
to find that the wings stayed on 
throughout its first test flight.

Over the years, he has learned to be 
thankful for the many people who 
uplifted him along the way: family, 
friends, colleagues and strangers. He 
currently lives on Vancouver Island 
with his wife and greatest friend, 
France.

Though the body ages and he is 
reminded daily that "we are but 
dust," he also believes we are more 
than that. As Master Yoda observed: 
"Luminous beings we are." And Buzz 
Lightyear adds, "To infinity and 
beyond!"

Contributed by Leslie at 
Sea and Sky Eco Detailing

If you are a do it yourself kind of 
person, have the time and the 
ability, detailing can be a wonderful 
opportunity to evaluate every square 
inch of your plane, inside and out. 
Here are a few tips to help you 
along. 

Depending on the size of your plane, 
allocate a suffcient amount of time. 
Remember there is a huge difference 
between washing (spraying water, 

soap, giving is a bit of a scrub 
and rinse) and detailing. Basically 
washing is a focus of large areas, 
while detailing is a focus of joints, 
small corners, hard to reach places, 
as well as large surfaces. 

If you decide to detail, you will need 
to allocate one to two days, for most 
planes. Purchase detailing products 
that are designed for aviation, 
microfibre cloths (buy many of these 
as you will change the cloth often), 
a small vacuum, soft brushes of 
varying sizes, products for windows 

and interior surfaces (leather cleaner, 
conditioner, cockpit screens), q-tips, 
and a sealant, wax or polymer. 
Ensure you have some ladders so 
you can reach all areas.

With your specialised cleaning 
products, begin at the nose and 
work back. Work section by section, 
so that if you take a break you 
know where to continue from. This 
is particularly important when you 
are in the sealing stage after the 
detailing is completed. If you run 
into any issues give a professional 

detailer a call, ask questions. If 
buffing is needed because of 
oxidation, you may want to reach 
out to an aviation detailer. If you 
would like to do it yourself, a dual-
action buffer is recommended. It will 
take longer, but it will not damage 
your paint, even in the hands of a 
novice.

If you are someone who does not 
have time, interest, or the physical 
ability to complete all the detailing 
your plane needs, then hiring a 
detailer is something you can 
consider. Taking care of your craft in 
a timely manner can head off larger 
issues in the future.

Choosing the right detailer can
be a challenge. If you are on a
budget, you may want to prioritize
which services are most important. 
Whatever type of detailing you 
decide to farm out, a detailing 
business you can trust your aircraft 
with should have the following:

1. Insurance and business 
incorporation.

2. References you can check.
3. Products developed for 

aviation.
4. Training, certifications, and 

experience in aviation detailing.

When considering who to hire, 
ask your detailer to provide a 
quote, if they charge per hour, per 
man hour, or job. Ask if they have 
additional charges for products or 
other materials, and if they would 
be willing to sell some of the 
products so that you can do some 
of the work yourself if you prefer. 
Additional charges can make the 
price of the completed job much 
higher than anticipated, so try to 
work out all details in advance.

Items to consider when looking 
at an hourly rate is the number of 
hours estimated to complete the 
work, and whether they will call you 
if the job goes over the estimated 
time? The best scenario is to have 
excellent communication between 

you and your selected detailer. 
Establish what exactly will be done, 
the time frame, the products, 
the process, and problem solving 
avenues the detailer will take if they 
come up against challenges.

When hiring a detailer, you 
should be able to see the value 
in what they are offering. Open 
communication is the key to gain 
a better understanding of your 
requirements and expectations. 
A good detailer can develop a 
maintenance plan for your plane 
that can support your budget, even 
if they only complete a small portion 
of your maintenance for you.

Be realistic about what a detailer 
can and can't do for you. Heavily 
oxidized plane? Hire a detailer. 
Repair of lifting paint and rust eating 
through paint will need more then 
any detailer can provide.

Don't expect a 25 year old plane 
to look like new after it has been 
washed and waxed. Oxidation 
needs more then a wash and wax. 
However a wash, wax or polymer 
can stop more oxidation on your 
exterior.

If you are uncertain about the 
products a detailer is using, then 
either request they use specifc 
products or provide them. Ask the 
detailer if they work alone or have a 
crew. If they have a crew that does 
most of the work, ask the detailer 
how often they check on their crew 
during the cleaning process.

Ask if your detailer provides you 
with feedback on their job and your 
plane and whether they offer any 
type of report or status updates.

Detailing your plane provides 
excellent feedback on the health of 
the plane's surface. This information 
can assist in maintaining your plane 
as well as highlighting any issues 
under the surface which may need 
focus. 

If you have further questions, feel 
free to give us a call at Sea & Sky 
Eco Detailing. Happy Flying.

Graden and Leslie
www.SeaAndSkyEco.ca

Editor: Many thanks to Sea and Sky 
Eco Detailing for sharing this angle 
involved with airplane ownership.

http://www.flyvfc.com
https://www.amazon.ca/Airline-Pilot-Life-Grant-Corriveau-ebook/dp/B07SG7ZD4W/ref
https://www.amazon.ca/Airline-Pilot-Life-Grant-Corriveau-ebook/dp/B07SG7ZD4W/ref
https://www.amazon.ca/Airline-Pilot-Life-Grant-Corriveau-ebook/dp/B07SG7ZD4W/ref
http://www.SeaAndSkyEco.ca
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For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com
Call: 1-778-350-3213

VFC Charter offers inexpensive, on-demand, and 
direct transportation to places not serviced by other 
commercial carriers in the lower BC area.

The charter service is operational in day VFR 
conditions. Please contact us for more information on 
destinations and costs.

VFC CHARTER SERVICE      
Be there in minutes!

"Without disruption of air traffic, these fearless, 
forthright, indomitable and courageous

 individuals did venture into the wild blue 
yonder in flying machines.  Furthermore, these 

skillful individuals did safely land said flying 
machines at Victoria International Airport, 
incurring no significant damage to self or 

machine, thus completing first solo flights."  

First Solos and 
Member 

Achievements

New Members
Andrew Gear
Drew Zinkiew
Jacob  Loftus
Jodie Wilkinson
Joseph  Hyde
Michael Rolfe
Miguel Dela Pena
Mitch Newman
Monty Mehta
Samuel McKibben
Simon Savage
Thomas Braidwood
Xijuan Zhang

First Solo
Evan Guildford
Jay Cullen
Navya Pottumutu
Philip Ryan
Sasidhar Suresh
Timothy Stewart

PPL Written
Rachel Allen

CPL Flight Test
Garnett Roberts
Jake Varga
Sean Tucknott

Multi Engine Rating
James Knie

SAMRA/SARON
Mike Bahrey

CONGRATULATIONS
To Navya Pottumutu for 
winning the Flying Musicians 
Solo Program Award.
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Navya Pottumutu
Instructor: Matt Cameron

Sasidhar Suresh
Instructor: Matt Cameron

Jay Cullen
Instructor: Geoff Steeves

Timothy Stewart
Instructor: Micheal Turner

Evan Guildford
Instructor: Bryan Taylor

Philip Ryan
Instructor: Micheal Turner

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:tedk@flyvfc.com
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Private Pilot Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.

DATE TOPIC INSTRUCTOR
July 1 NO CLASS - Canada Day N/A
July 3 Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making Matt
July 8 Meteorology I Sean
July 10 Meteorology II Sean
July 15 Meteorology III Sean
July 17 Meteorology IV Sean
July 22 Meteorology V Sean
July 24 Meteorology VI Sean
July 29 Flight Operations I Mike B
July 31 Flight Operations II Mike B
August 5 No Class - BC Day N/A

Ground School Course: $350  Ground School Kit: $275     
Call Customer Service at 250 656 2833 to register for Ground School today!

19

Ground School 
Schedules
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www.islandblue.com

Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC  V8V 3K3  Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC  V8L 2X2  Tel: 250-656-1233

print & imaging

book printing

art & framing

VFC smile Cards 
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC 
office, and 5% of your grocery purchase 
will go towards creating scholarships 
and awards for VFC members. Since 
the autumn of 2005, the Victoria Flying 
Club has received over $19,600 from the 
Thrifty Foods Smile Card program. These 
funds have been appreciated by all mem-
bers of the club. Thank you Thrifty Foods!

Fly-Out Bug 
COPA Flight 6

Would you like to volunteer as a board member? COPA Flight 
6 would love to hear from you!

The next meeting was moved from July 4th to July 9th, 
due to the Canada Day long weekend. We will have our 
annual BBQ on July 9th, so come join us for good eats and 
conversation! As always you neither need to be a member 
of COPA National to attend. As your voice for the Freedom 
to Fly in Canada your participation is appreciated.

Email: copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog: copaflight6.blogspot.ca

 COPA 
FLIGHT 
6
Flight Captain (President)
Rob Shemilt 

Co-Captain (Vice President) 
Allan Rempel 

Navigator (Treasurer)
Art Reitsma

http://www.flyvfc.com
mailto:copaflight6@gmail.com
http://copaflight6.blogspot.ca
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You want to be a high flyer with your feet on the ground. Now you can do 
both. Combine flight training with a prestigious university business diploma 
tailored to the aviation industry. If you’re graduating or have recently 
graduated from high school and want to become a commercial airline pilot, 
this program is for you!

Employers recognize that good pilots do more than fly aircraft; they 
are active problem solvers, strategic decision makers and superior 
communicators. The most successful are skilled in business management, 
leadership, team building and crew resource management.

Classes are held at the Victoria International Airport or on the University of 
Victoria campus over a nine-month period. The unique program schedule 
means you can complete both your private and commercial pilot’s license 
and also obtain the Diploma in Business Administration. Start shaping better 
career options for yourself today and watch things really take off!

Entrance Requirements
• Successful completion of Grade 12
• A desire for a career in aviation
• Motivation to complete an intensive business program

Ask about our partnership pathway to the Bachelor of Business Administration 
(BBA) program Royal Roads University!

See other side for the 2019–20 schedule

Business Administration – 
Aviation Option
DIPLOMA PROGRAM

Gain a new perspective on...

For more information or  
to apply, contact:
Business and Management 
Programs
250-721-8073/8072
bmt@uvic.ca
bmt.uvic.ca

For information on  
flight training:
Victoria Flying Club 
250-656-2833
info@flyvfc.com
flyvfc.com


