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PREPAIR YYJ
and 
a BBQ?
That's right, both will be 
held at our Club on 
April 27th!
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PARKING
If you’re interested in prime 

paved parking spaces	for	your	aircraft,	
we want to hear from you!  

Secure,	pull-in/pull-out,	easy	access.

Please	call	Dispatch	to	arrange	a	spot,	
or get on the waitlist for hangar spaces at 

250-656-2833
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HAPPY INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY
We	carry	forward	celebrating	IWD	on	
March	8th	in	this	issue	of	The	Patrician,		
focusing in on the achievements of 
one	of	our	multi-talented	alumna,	
Elissa	McGee,	now	on	the	job	seeing	
amazing	sights	in	Canada's	north.	
We are so proud of our students' 
achievements! Do you have an alumni 
experience to share? Send it to us at 
flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com.

CLUB BBQS ARE BACK!
After	a	long	hiatus,	two	wonderful	
students have stepped up to the plate 
to	form	a	social	committee	at	our	Club!	
We	are	thrilled	that	they	are	organizing,	
as	a	start,	a	burger	and	beverage	night	
every last Saturday of the month (also 
right	after	the	IMC	Round	Table)!	Let's	
mingle,	get	together	to	talk	about	flying	

and	and	have	a	fun	time!	Any	profits	
made on beverage sales will go towards 
the	esthetic	and	general	upgrade	of	the	
members'	lounge.	Come	join	us	next	on	
April	27th	(after	PrepAIR)!

HANGAR SPACE
A	spot	in	the	hangar	has	opened	up.	
Talk	with	Marcel	at	the	office	to	see	
if the space could accommodate your 
plane.

EXTENDED OFFICE HOURS
As	of	April	1st,	VFC	office	hours	will	be	
extended to 8 PM for the spring and 
summer.

MOUNTAIN GROUND 
SCHOOL
The next mountain ground school will 
be	held	on	April	14th.	Register	at	the	
Club to save your seat!

News 
Around the Club
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MENTORSHIP:
  

Looking to brush up your flying skills? 
Email mentors@flyvfc.com 

to find a mentor or be a mentor.

HIRING: FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS

Come teach with us! 
Send your resume to 

jobs@flyvfc.com

NEED ADVERTISING?
Advertising in The Patrician is affordable! Contact 

us for more information.
flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com

IFR / IMC Round Table
This group meets on the last Saturday of the 

month, 2 pm. Contact John at
ainsworthj@airnavigation.com to join in.

NEWS and EVENTS

APR 1 VFC spring / summer hours begin:  
08:00 to 20:00

APR 2 COPA Flight 6 meeting and social 
APR 6 Calgary Aviation Career Expo

APR 14 Mountain Ground School
13:00 - 16:30

APR 19 Good Friday. Office hours from 08:00 
to 17:00

APR 27 PrepAIR YYJ
BBQ at the Club, 16:00 - 20:00 PM

MAY 3 Aviation Egress Training, dunkyou.com
MAY 25 VFC Open House and BBQ

Is	your	aviation-related	event	not	listed?
Let	us	know	at	

flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com
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General Manager
POSITION IS OPEN

Send your resume to 
ramonar@flyvfc.com

GOT AN EVENT?
You can host your event at the Club! 

Contact Customer Service to book your spot, 
or contact the Dakota Cafe about catered 

possibilities.

PREPAIR YYJ, APRIL 27
We are pleased to host PrepAIR YYJ at our Club this 
year.	We	expect	over	100	guests	and	a	full	parking	
lot	on	this	day.	Make	your	plans	accordingly	so	as	
not	to	experience	delays	in	your	plans.	

Can you volunteer at this event? Contact Marcel at 
the	office	to	find	out	more.

TEXADA ISLAND NEWS
Islanders we are! So many of our members love to 
fly	out	to	Texada	Island,	and	Doby,	organizer	of	the	
yearly	aviation	events	on	Texada,	gave	us	an	update	
of what to expect this year: "Our Aviation Museum 
at # 8 Hangar will be open every weekend starting 19 
of April, where the AirBuzz flight simulator time can 
be booked by the half hour by reservation during the 
week, and weekends anytime, by calling 604-223-2588 
or 604-486-7682. The entry fee for the museum and 
flight simulator time are by donation. Memberships 
to the Texada Aviation Museum and library are also 
available at a nominal donation fee. The Library has 
over 1000 aviation books, technical texts, history, 
fiction, manuals, and magazines available for loans. 
A list of titles will be published online on our new 
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Although	VFC’s	management	team	has	negotiated	our	credit	
card	fees	down	considerably	over	the	last	year,	did	you	know	
that VFC pays the equivalent of a half of an airplane per year in 
credit card company fees? 

We’d	ask	you	to	consider	using	cash,	interact	or	e-transfer	in	
paying	your	account	to	reduce	unnecessary	fees,	yours	and	ours,	
because	we’d	like	to	spend	that	money	on	adding	another	plane	
to	the	fleet.
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What?!  
Half a 172 
per year?

April 27, 2019 
@ the Victoria Flying Club

website as well...  later in April. We always have coffee and cookies on for visitors at the 
museum... and time to chat!
 
We will be holding our Aviation Week (the AeroSpace Camp 7th to 10th of August)  and 
the Fly-In on 11th of August, despite that the Abbotsford Airshow is being held the 
same weekend. The usual pancake breakfast (9:30 to 12:00) and BBQ lunch (12:00 
to 1:30), formation flight demonstrations and various contests, “show and shine” for 
planes, bikes and cars will go on throughout the day."

Have news or a story to tell? Email us at flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com for a chance to 
have your news or story published in The Patrician.
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One	hundred	years	ago	in	early	
1919,	the	first	aviation	club	in	
Victoria	formed.	Within	a	short	
time	of	the	Great	War	ending,	at	
least 100 returned aviators had 
joined	this	fledgling	Aerial	League	
of	Canada,	Victoria	Branch,	with	a	
mandate to promote commercial 
flying,	train	further	pilots	and	set	a	
standard	of	qualifications	for	future	
airmen.	This	League	led	the	way	
in	the	Victorian	skies,	organizing	
inspiring air shows at Willows 
Camp,	airmail	out	of	Victoria,	and	
championing new routes between 
Victoria	and	the	mainland.	Their	
board	members	were	P.	Thomsett	
(President),	Louis	L.	Grant	(Vice-
President),	Harry	McDiarmid	
(Secretary-Treasurer),	Robert	L.	
Rideout,	James	Gray,	W.H.	Brown,	
Gordon	Cameron	(Directors).

Nowadays,	the	Victoria	Flying	Club	
carries the torch the Aerial League 
sparked,	training	hundreds	of	new	
general	aviation	pilots,	with	many	
that	go	on	to	commercial	careers.	
We are grateful for the people of 
the	Aerial	League,	the	Victoria	Aero	
Club,	and	the	Victoria	Flying	Club	
that	have	carried	Victorian	flight	
training forward over the past 100 
years.	We	are	proud	of	our	long	

history,	and	look	forward	to	many	
decades to come!

On	March	7th,	several	people	
stepped	up	to	the	plate	and	took	
on	volunteer	board	positions	at	
the	AGM.	VFC	welcomes	the	new	
Board	as	follows,	

Colin Williamson - President
Don Devenney - Vice President
Jennifer Zadorozniak - Secretary
Adrian Sudbury - Treasurer
Iain Barnes - Director
John Ainsworth - Director
John Ryan - Director
Ken Teghmeyer - Director

VFC	is	a	not-for-profit	organization,	
meaning that the Club belongs 
to each individual who pays a 
membership,	and	that	any	financial	

profit	belongs	to	the	Club	and	not	
to	an	individual	owner	or	investor.

The Victoria Flying Club is 
governed by a volunteer board 
who is elected each year at the 
AGM.	Our	board	brings	a	mix	of	
business experience combined with 
a	love	of	flying	and	a	passion	for	
the success of the Victoria Flying 
Club.	They	put	in	significant	unpaid	
hours	to	make	sure	VFC	remains	a	
safe,	affordable,	and	fun	place	to	
fly.	When	you	see	the	VFC	board	
members	around	the	Club,	please	
do	stop	and	introduce	yourself.	
They	are	a	friendly	bunch,	and	are	
always more than happy to chat 
with	members.	Get	to	know	them,	
and	find	out	more	about	how	you	
can	get	involved	in	making	VFC	a	
fantastic	place	to	be!

VFC's Board of Directors
100 Years Since First Aviation Club

Images above: The first board members of the newly formed (1919) Aerial League of Canada, Victoria Branch. 
Left to right: P. Thomsett (President), Louis L. Grant (Vice-President), Harry McDiarmid (Secretary-Treasurer), Robert L. 
Rideout (Director, Chairman of the Publicity Committee), James Gray (Director), W.H. Brown (Director), Gordon Cameron 
(Director).

Images above: Four of VFC's 2019 Board members, left to right: Colin Williamson, 
Jennifer Zadorozniak, Adrian Sudbury, John Ryan.
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From new VFC President, Colin Williamson:
For	those	of	you	that	don’t	know	me	I’m	one	of	
those	people	that	started	flying	in	High	School	
but	then	ran	out	of	money	–	University,	marriage,	
mortgages,	kids	–	you	know	the	story!		I	started	
flying	again	in	2004	with	VFC	and	have	since	flown	
about 600 hours on Club planes and another 100 
or so on about 20 other types of planes around the 
world.		I’ve	been	on	the	Board	for	12	years.		VFC	
has	given	me	great	flight	training	and	given	me	the	
opportunity	to	make	many	aviation	friends.		It’s	time	
for	me	to	give	back	to	the	Club.

VFC	is	a	not	for	profit	organization	that	exists	to	
serve	its	members.		If	you	were	to	imagine	our	
organization	chart,	you,	the	Members,	are	at	the	
top.		The	Board	reports	to	you,	and	our	staff	via	the	
General	Manager	reports	to	the	Board.

The	VFC	AGM	(Annual	General	Meeting)	was	held	
on	March	7.		I	missed	the	event	due	to	serious	
family	issues	back	in	Ontario	but	I	understand	it	
was	well	attended	and	there	was	plenty	of	lively	
conversation.			Collectively	our	Board	members	
bring	to	the	table	a	great	depth	and	diversity	of	skill	
sets	that	will	assist	with	directing	the	Club.			

There	are	a	few	major	issues	the	new	Board	is	
already	working	on:

•	 New	General	Manager	–	Our	GM	of	18	years,	
Gerry	Mants,	left	us	last	year.		Marcel	Poland	
stepped	in	to	be	GM,	but	after	some	months	
realized he was really missing being a pilot and 
hence	has	gone	back	to	his	former	role	that	
allows	him	to	spend	lots	of	time	in	the	cockpit.		
VFC	is	now	actively	recruiting	for	a	new	GM.		
In	the	meantime	Ramona	Reynolds,	our	former	
President,	has	kindly	put	her	professional	
business	on	the	back	burner	and	has	stepped	
in	to	be	Interim	GM	until	we	can	find	the	right	
person.

•	 Aircraft	Availability	–	If	you	rent	our	planes	you	
will	know	how	difficult	it	can	be	to	get	a	plane	
when	you	want	one.		The	airlines	are	on	a	huge	

hiring binge causing unprecedented demand 
for	pilots,	and	hence	lots	of	student	pilots.		
The	Board	is	already	working	on	developing	
strategies	to	solve	the	availability	issue.		We	
are	looking	at	both	short	term	and	longer	term	
strategies.

•	 Booking	System	Usage	–	Please	only	book	a	
plane	if	you	seriously	intend	to	fly	it.		If	you	
book	a	plane	thinking	“I	might	want	it	and	I	
will	reserve	it	just	in	case”	and	then	cancel	at	
the last minute you deprive your fellow Club 
Members	of	the	opportunity	to	fly.		We	do	
understand	that	bad	weather,	ill	health	or	other	
factors	may	cause	you	to	cancel	on	short	notice	
and	that’s	perfectly	OK.	

On	the	good	news	front	we	have	had	a	couple	
of	enthusiastic	Club	Members	volunteer	to	put	
together	some	social	events	for	the	Club.		Stayed	
tuned! 

I	look	forward	to	seeing	you	all	and	possibly	flying	
with you in the coming year!
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Editor: Elissa Boyd-McGee finished 
her CPL at the Victoria Flying Club 
in 2015 and started working in 
the Canadian North. In addition to 
working as a pilot, Elissa is also an 
artist, snowboard instructor and 
yoga instructor. As a follow up to 
International Women's Day, we 
caught up with Elissa about her 
career progress.

KE: Tell us how you got into 
aviation.

EM:	I	got	into	flying	through	
the	influence	of	family	and	
friends.	My	dad	was	an	air	traffic	
controller	in	Victoria.	Growing	
up,	I	used	to	love	visiting	him	at	
work	and	climbing	the	“sparkly	
stairs”	(the	steep	staircase	up	
to	the	cab	was	dark	and	lined	in	
tiny	lights.	When	I	was	a	little	

girl,	I	thought	it	was	magical!)	to	
watch	him	work	and	see	all	the	
aircraft	taking	off	and	landing.	I	
didn’t have very much interest in 
aviation	until	after	I	had	finished	
university.	I	loved	travelling	and	I	
used	to	keep	track	of	how	many	
flights	I’d	taken	in	my	journal!

I became inspired to get behind 
the	controls	when	I	had	finished	
University with an arts degree 
and wasn’t too sure what to do 
next.	A	friend	was	a	pilot	and	I	
was inspired by how much he 
enjoyed	his	career,	so	I	decided	
to	take	some	lessons	just	for	
fun.	I	was	hooked	immediately	
by the sense of freedom and 
independence and wanted to 
continue	flying.

KE: What is your current job?

EM:	I	am	a	First	Officer	on	
a	DHC-6	(Twin	Otter)	in	
Yellowknife.

KE: Describe a typical day on the 
job.

EM:	There	really	is	no	typical	day.	
I	work	for	a	charter	operation	and	
things	are	changing	every	day.	
Often,	a	day	starts	quite	early.	
I	mostly	operate	the	DHC-6	on	
floats.	I	arrive	at	the	float	base	
about an hour and a half before 
scheduled	departure.	I	check	
the	oils	and	pump	the	floats.	I	
make	sure	ropes	are	on	board	for	
tying	up	at	destination.	I	check	
weather	and	make	flight	plans.	
We can have as many as four 
customers	in	a	day,	with	back	to	
back	flights.	I	take	into	account	
the	distances,	cargo	load	and	

Alumni Profile
Elissa McGee, First Officer

Images: 

Left: The yellow tower is in Iqaluit. They have since 
changed to a new terminal and tower.
Background: The mountain range is on route to 
Eureka Nunavut. 
Bottom right: Moving fuel drums is in Resolute Bay at 
1 AM (midnight sun) when Elissa was a loadmaster 
on the ATR.
Top right: The experience of winter in Yellowknife!
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passenger counts to determine 
how	much	fuel	is	required.	The	
Dockhand,	the	Captain	and	I	all	
work	together	to	load	the	aircraft.	
This	is	often	quite	a	puzzle.	I	
welcome the passengers on board 
and	give	them	a	safety	briefing.	
We	depart	for	our	destination.	
On	the	float	plane,	the	legs	are	
often	short.	Upon	arrival	at	the	
destination,	I	hop	out	on	the	float	
and	tie	the	plane	up	while	the	
Captain maneuvers to the shore 
or	dock.	We	often	go	to	remote	
lakes	with	no	dock,	so	I	often	have	
to	jump	into	the	water,	wade	to	
shore,	and	pound	in	a	stake	to	tie	
the	aircraft	to!	I	definitely	prefer	
a	dock,	the	day	feels	longer	with	
wet	feet!	However,	some	of	the	
most	beautiful	and	interesting	
destinations	I’ve	been	to	have	
been	the	remotest	ones.	

A	work	day	is	often	as	long	as	12	
or	14	hours.	It	is	common	to	go	
to	three	or	more	destinations,	
repeating	this	process	each	time.	

KE: Can you describe the training 
process you went through? 

EM: We undergo training for our 
type	ratings	after	working	for	
the	company	for	a	period	of	time	
doing	another	role.	Before	I	was	
a	pilot	for	the	company,	I	was	a	
Flight	Attendant	on	ATR	72,	Dash	
8 and RJ85 for a year and three 
months.	I	was	also	a	Loadmaster	
on ATR 72 for seven months 
simultaneously.

My	type	rating	was	very	much	like	
preparing	for	the	multi	IFR	flight	
test.	There	was	also	a	three	day	
ground	school.	

KE: What is it like flying in a two 
crew environment?

EM: Flying in a two crew 
environment is great and well 
organized.	I	learn	a	lot	every	day	
from	my	experienced	captains.	The	
company	SOPs	make	it	very	clear	
as to who must perform which 
tasks,	and	when.	
However,	there	are	also	subtleties	
to	working	together	which	can’t	
be	described	in	black	and	white.	
It is so important to communicate 
clearly and honestly with each 
other.	Compassion,	patience,	
and an open mind are all very 
important.	And	it	never	hurts	
to	bring	a	tasty	snack	to	share	
together	for	a	long	day!	;)

KE: What is your biggest challenge in 
your current job?
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EM: The physicality of the role 
is	the	biggest	challenge	of	flying	
cargo.	I’m	often	tired	and	sore	
from	the	manual	labour	aspect.	
Hauling	fuel	drums	is	very	
exhausting,	and	hauling	other	
cargo	can	also	be	awkward.	
However,	you	don’t	have	to	be	
ridiculously	strong	to	do	the	job.	
Personally,	I	remind	myself	to	stay	
calm	and	patient	with	myself	when	
I	become	tired,	sore	or	frustrated.	
You can only do however much 
you	can	do	:)

KE: What advice do you have for 
aspiring pilots?

EM: My advice for aspiring pilots 
is	to	be	gentle	with	yourself.	Give	
yourself	time	to	learn.	Know	that	
some	things	will	be	frustrating,	
and some will be more rewarding 
than	you	could	ever	imagine.	Stay	
humble.	Stay	alert.	Make	sacrifices	
to	achieve	your	dreams,	but	
honour	your	needs	and	limitations,	

and	stick	with	your	intuition.	
When	job	hunting,	applying	for	
jobs	in	remote	areas	may	give	you	
greater opportunity for growth 
and	once	in	a	lifetime	experiences	
over	staying	within	larger	cities	or	
your	home	province.	

KE: What is your favourite place 
you've flown to on the job?

EM:	My	favourite	place	I've	flown	
to	is	Hottah	Lake,	NWT.	There	is	
an abandoned Bristol freighter 
there,	which	sunk	through	
some	ice	upon	landing.	We	flew	
geologists to a closed mine site 
nearby	and	while	they	researched,	
we	explored	the	freighter,	took	
photos,	and	fished!	

I also really love the east arm 
of	Great	Slave	Lake.	The	beauty	
of	float	flying	is	laying	eyes	on	
things	that	very	few	others	have,	
flying	VFR	at	low	altitudes	and	
appreciating	the	wild	scenery.	

KE: Do you miss flying 172s?

EM:	I	do	miss	flying	172s	
sometimes!	I	miss	the	island	
deeply,	and	I	have	many	happy	
memories	of	flying	172s	to	Tofino	
and	the	islands.

KE: Do you have any advice for 
financing a pilot licence?

EM: Financing a pilot licence is 
tough (especially if you’re anything 
like	me	and	have	a	weakness	for	
travel and shopping in your free 
time!).	Make	use	of	loans.	Don't	be	
afraid	to	ask	for	help	from	family.	
It	also	helps	to	work	throughout	
your	training	to	help	get	by.	

Editor: Got questions for Elissa? You 
can catch up with her through her 
website or her Instagram channel.

https://www.elissapaints.com/  
https://www.instagram.com/
elissapaints/
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Images: 

Background left: Over the northwestern passages.
Background right: Over Sparrow Lake.

From left bottom to top right:
1. Working in the north provides great inspiration for 
Elissa's artwork. She is standing next to one of her 
pieces (available for purchase online as a print). 
2. Summer winds blow strong in Eureka Nunavut (on 
Ellesmere Island, 80 degrees north).
3. Flying over Fort Resolution.
4. On the job, dropping off fuel drums near Aylmer 
Lake.
5. Elissa in the cockpit of a DHC-6 on the day of her 
PPC (and 31st birthday!).
6. CPL Flight test day with Graham
7. Elissa on her discovery flight.
8. First solo with Tyler Bishop as instructor.
9. Getting her CPL license signed off, next to the 
PA44. 
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Diploma in Business Administration 
—Aviation Option

continuingstudies.uvic.ca/aviation

Combine flight training with a prestigious 
university business diploma tailored to the 
aviation industry.

If you’re graduating or have recently graduated 
from high school and want to become a 
commercial airline pilot, this program is for 
you!

Employers recognize that good pilots 
do more than fly aircraft; they are active 
problem solvers, strategic decision makers, and 
superior communicators. The most successful 
are skilled in business management, 
leadership, team building, and crew resource 
management.

Classes are held at the Victoria International 
Airport or at the University of Victoria campus 
over a nine-month period.

The unique program schedule means you can 
complete both your private and commercial 
pilot’s license and the Diploma in Business 
Administration.

The only entrance requirements are successful 
completion of Grade 12, the desire for a career 
in aviation, and the motivation to complete an 
intensive business program.

To learn more or to apply, please contact: 
Business and Management Programs
T 250-721-8073/8072 
bmt@uvic.ca
For information about flight training, contact 
the Victoria Flying Club:
T 250-656-2833
info@flyvfc.com

Offered in collaboration with 
the Victoria Flying Club
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Contributed by Leslie at 
Sea and Sky Eco Detailing

From	time	to	time	we	get	asked	
some	very	thoughtful	questions	
about	detailing.	We	would	like	to	
answer	some	of	them	below,	and	
if	you	have	any	more,	we	would	
love to hear them! Please email me 
at info@seaandskyeco.ca and I will 
include	questions	and	answers	going	
forward	each	month.

Question: How can we get rid of 
difficult-to-remove spider droppings?

Answer: Spider droppings are 
exceedingly	common.	We	have	
seen	spider	droppings	on	aircraft	
that	were	in	hangars	or	parked	in	
the	elements.	We	have	seen	them	
on	boats,	whether	they	were	in	a	
boathouse,	tied	to	a	dock,	mooring	
buoy,	or	on	a	trailer.	To	keep	those	
droppings	from	setting	in,	consider	
the	condition	of	the	aircraft	surface.	
If	the	surface	is	porous	or	oxidized,	
then spider poop or bird droppings 
can	easily	penetrate	and	stain.	The	
easiest way to get rid of them is to 
clean	your	aircraft	or	boat	frequently	
so they don’t harden onto the paint 
or	gelcoat	and	leave	a	stain.	Dry	
Wash	does	a	good	job	of	getting	rid	
of	them,	but	if	they	are	still	there	
after	a	clean,	use	Wingman.	You	can	
also	use	additional	Dry	Wash	and	
take	a	bug	scrubber	pad	with	some	
scrubbing;	they	should	then	be	gone.

Once	you	have	spent	the	extra	time	
and	effort	to	get	rid	of	the	droppings,	
you won’t want to let them sit for 
long!	Maintaining	a	wax,	polymer	or	

a	nano	ceramic	coating	will	prevent	
them from hardening into the paint 
or	gelcoat.	So	before	you	walk	away	
from	your	plane	after	cleaning	it,	seal	
it	with	an	appropriate	aviation	sealer.	
This	will	make	getting	rid	of	those	
droppings	in	the	future	just	a	simple	
wipe.

Question: I recently spilled coffee on 
my carpet. What is the best way to 
remove it and is there anything I can 
do to protect my interior?

Answer:	First	soak	up	the	liquid	
as	soon	as	possible.	We	use	a	dry	
extraction	method.	Our	reasoning	
is that we do not want to introduce 
additional	moisture	into	an	area	
that is prone to holding moisture 
(we do not want to encourage any 
mold	growth).	Then	vacuum	the	
entire	area	using	a	vacuum	with	
attachments	that	are	small	enough	
for you to get into and under every 
corner.	Rid	the	area	of	any	loose	dirt.
If	you	want	to	clean	and	condition	
the	seats,	give	them	a	vacuum	using	
a	soft	brush	attachment.	Then	use	a	
medium bristle brush to agitate any 
additional	dirt,	and	vacuum	once	
more	(this	may	seem	like	overkill;	
however,	our	goal	is	to	keep	dust	
and	dirt	managed).	

For	a	carpet	stain,	use	Advantage	
fabric cleaner (also do a small test 
spot to ensure no dis-colouring 
occurs).	Give	the	stain	a	spray,	use	
a	medium	bristle	brush	to	agitate,	
then	vacuum.	Repeat	if	necessary.	
For	your	interior,	if	you	have	leather	
seats,	use	Advantage	on	a	magic	
eraser	(melamine	sponge),	coupled	

with	a	microfibre	cloth	to	wipe	
away	and	dry.	Then	finish	the	job	
with	leather	conditioner	and	UV	
protectant.	Done	right	each	seat	
should	take	from	20	minutes	to	30	
minutes.	Take	your	time,	get	every	
area,	it	is	worth	it	when	the	job	is	
done.	

For	material	seats,	if	there	is	
staining	(test	area	first,	as	in	carpet	
staining	process),	use	Advantage	
and	a	microfibre	cloth.	Once	you	
are	confident	with	using	Advantage,	
spray	onto	microfibre	then	agitate	
the	stain,	vacuum	with	a	soft	brush	
and	repeat.	

Once	your	seats	are	clean,	you	
will	want	to	protect	them.	I	would	
suggest 303 Aerospace fabric 
protectant,	which	can	be	found	in	
many	marine	supply	stores.

Question: I am not interested in getting 
my plane waxed or sealed, so what 
product should I use to help keep a 
little shine?

Answer:	To	begin,	we strongly 
recommend using a sealant.	It	will	
cut	down	your	exterior	cleaning	time	
by	about	half.	We	have	sealants	to	
match	any	budget,	from	DIY	to	the	
very	best	the	industry	has	to	offer.	
All	are	better	than	not	sealing	your	
planes	surface.	If	you	are	going	to	
purchase a sealant please ensure it 
is	for	aviation	use,	not	for	a	car	or	
anything	else	that	may	contain	static	
building	ingredients.

That	being	said,	if	you	still	would	
like	to	proceed	without	a	sealant,	I	

Plane Maintenance
Ask the Expert
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recommend	you	evaluate	the	plane.	
If	it	is	really	dirty,	do	a	good	wash,	
preferably	with	Dry	Wash,	to	ensure	
no	pollutants	are	added	to	the	drain.	
Then	go	over	after	with	Post	Flight.	
Post Flight has a light wax built in 
and	will	leave	a	little	shine.	

If	your	plane	is	not	very	dirty,	you	
can	go	straight	to	Post	Flight.
The system for both products is two 
microfibre	cloths,	one	to	wipe	off	
the	product,	the	other	to	polish	and	
dry the area (Karate Kid moment 
here...).

Sealing with wax can be done on an 
oxidized surface and will help with 
cleaning	while	the	wax	is	attached	
to	the	surface.	The	downside	is	that	
the surface will remain oxidized 
and	that	will	continue	to	get	worse,	
although	at	a	slower	rate.	It	will	also	
look	shiny	but	matte	underneath.	
In certain lights you may see swirls 
from the cleaning that wore the 
oxidation	down.	Consider	this	a	
band-aid	approach	when	you	just	
don't	want	things	to	get	worse.

Happy	flying,	and	keep	the	
questions	coming!

Many thanks to Sea and Sky Eco 
Detailing for sharing this angle 
involved with airplane ownership. 

VICTORIA FLYING CLUB 

PILOT 
LOUNGE 
BEER & 
BBQ 
CLUB EVENT 

A fundraiser event to 
upgrade the flight club 
lounge! 
BURGERS by donation 
DRINKS available 
ARRANGE rides accordingly! 

April 27, 2019 
4 pm – 8 pm 
Victoria Flying Club 
Lounge 

CONTACT MARIUS FOR DETAILS: MPK.DIXROUES@GMAIL.COM 

VFC 
smile Cards 

Pick up your smile card today at the VFC office, and 5% of your grocery purchase will go towards 
creating scholarships and awards for VFC members. Since the autumn of 2005, the Vic-
toria Flying Club has received over $18,600 from the Thrifty Foods Smile Card program. These 
funds have been appreciated by all members of the club. Thank you Thrifty Foods!
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"Without	disruption	of	air	traffic,	these	fearless,	forthright,	indomitable	and	courageous
	individuals	did	venture	into	the	wild	blue	yonder	in	flying	machines.		Furthermore,	these	
skillful	individuals	did	safely	land	said	flying	machines	at	Victoria	International	Airport,	
incurring	no	significant	damage	to	self	or	machine,	thus	completing	first	solo	flights."		

First Solos and 
Member 

Achievements

New Members
Angie Young-Johnson
Belinda Snoxall
Brendan Dignard
Colin Gillman
Constance Foster
James Alder
Jolene Woolfrey
Paul Faganello
Thomas Spreen

Seaplane Rating
Austin	Hinde
Ben	Hartman
Ben	Kinkila

First Solo
Eduardo Marques
Harrison	Breeze
Tenessa	Nikirk
Quinn	Ferris

PPL Flight Test
Chloe Semail

PPL Written
Alwaleed	Aljurayyad

Private Pilot Licence
Marius Pepin-Krause
Patrick	Lehman

CPL Flight Test
Josh Poland

Eduardo Marques
Instructor: Matthew Cameron
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Tenessa Nikirk
Instructor: Michael Bahrey
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Ben Hartman
Seaplane Rating

Ben Kinkila
Seaplane Rating

Austin Hinde
Seaplane Rating
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Private Pilot Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.

DATE TOPIC INSTRUCTOR

April 1 Canadian Aviation Regulations & Licencing II TBA

April 3 Aerodynamics & Theory of Flight Andrew

April 8 Airframes & Engines Stephan

April 10 Systems & Flight Instruments Stephan

April 15 Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making Matt

April 17 Meteorology I Sean

April 22 No Class - Easter Monday N/A

April 24 Meteorology II Sean

April 29 Meteorology III Sean

May 1 Meteorology IV Sean

19

Commercial Pilot Classes run on the following dates from 19:00 to 21:30.

DATE SPEAKER

January 10, 24, 31 Jason Grist, Nav Canada. Jeff Lightheart, Westjet. Luc Arsenault, Pacific 
Coastal.

February 7, 21 Simon Dennis, Nav Canada. Noreen Newton, Jazz Aviation.

March 7, 21 Review. Ian Malcolm, Air Canada.

April 4 Graham Conquergood, Harbour Air

April 18 TBA

Individual Speaker Sessions: $30
Ground School with textbooks: $750   
Ground School without textbooks: $650
* Students who have pre-enrolled in the online program only pay $495

Ground School 
Schedules
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Fly-Out Bug 
COPA Flight 6
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Would you like to volunteer as a board 
member? COPA Flight 6 would love to 
hear from you!

The	next	COPA	Flight	6	meeting	will	
be	held	on	Tuesday,	April	2,	2019,	
at	7pm	at	the	Victoria	Flying	Club.	
The topic will be around upcoming 
fly-outs	for	the	spring	/	summer	as	
well	as	COPA	4	Kids.	

As always you neither need to 
be	a	member	of	COPA	National	
to	attend.	As	your	voice	for	the	
Freedom to Fly in Canada your 
participation	is	appreciated.

Email:	copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog:	copaflight6.blogspot.ca

Background photo, bottom half, from 
https://www.instagram.com/p/BuKI6
2Wh3t_0UDKHfs2OCntTR19xvZGlLq
UyZg0/, @flyboy_dane. "Crossing mid-
field at YYJ." February 21, 2019.

COPA 
FLIGHT 
6
Flight Captain (President)
Rob Shemilt 

Co-Captain (Vice President) 
Allan Rempel 

Navigator (Treasurer)
Art Reitsma
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Check out the planes!

May 25, 2019
11 AM-3 PM

Pilot information session 
at 1:30 PM

1852 Canso Rd.  
Sidney, BC 

Next to the control tower 

VICTORIA 
FLYING 
CLUB
COMMUNITY DAY AND 
OPEN HOUSE

Try the 
simulator!

250-656-2833      www.flyvfc.com

Do a Discovery 

Flight! Fly an 

airplane!

Photo: Matt Fenlon

Photo: Matt Fenlon


