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VFC News

News Around the Club
WINGS BANQUET
Look out for the Wings Banquet photos in next month's
March Patrician!

FEBRUARY FUN!
Aircraft rental discounts continue on the quiet hours and
weekends as usual, with an extra day on BC Family Day,
February 12th! Be sure to book your plane early!

AIRCRAFT DETAILING
VFC wishes to welcome Sea & Sky Eco Detailing to
the Club! Sea & Sky is dedicated to providing the best
service and products for your aviation and marine
detailing needs while achieving the highest level of
environmental responsibility.

Canadian National Aviation Day is on February 23rd;
how will you celebrate our history of aviation?
MARCH AND INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
VFC will be celebrating International Women's Day by
offering 1/2 price Discovery Flights to women on March
8th! Tell your female friends and help them get started
on reaching their flying dreams! Stay tuned for other
promotions during March!

Aviation Excellence Since 1946

Sea & Sky is committed to protecting your hard earned
investment and treating it with respect and care. Sea &
Sky's will provide clients before and after photos cont.
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of work completed to view, all within a couple of hours.
This is just one example of their dedication to enhance the
client experience!

NEWS AND EVENTS
FEB

Egress Training through dunkyou.com,
date TBD.

FEB 3

Nanaimo Fly-in Brunch

FEB 6

COPA Flight 6 meeting and social

FEB 12

Family Day, aircraft rental discount

FEB 23

National Aviation Day

FEB 24

IFR / IMC Round Table meetup

MAR 8

VFC AGM
International Women's Day

MAR 10, 11

Sky's No Limit, Girls Fly Too Event,
Abbotsford

Sea & Sky is a distributor for Real Clean Aviation Products
and is the only certified applicator of Flight Shield nano
ceramic sealant. It comes with a five year warranty and with
an ROI that is immediate.
KENNETH BARLOW, TOP VFC PILOT, 1962
Many of you will remember Kenneth Barlow, a Flight
Instructor at VFC in the early 1960s before starting a
career with Air Canada. Ken also was Top Pilot at VFC in
1962, with his name engraved on the trophy in the awards
cabinet at the Club. We are sad to hear that he has recently
passed away. Do you have memories or photos to share of
Ken? You can send them to us at flyvfcmarketing@gmail.
com and we will be sure to forward them to his family.

AIRCRAFT RENTAL
DISCOUNT HOURS
We are pleased to offer rental discounts on
holidays. VFC does not offer flight training
on statutory holidays, so the aircraft are fully
available for recreational rentals. Book your
plane early to avoid disappointment!
VFC also offers discounted rental rates during
evening and early morning hours, as well as on
all Saturdays and Sundays. As an added bonus,
the early morning and late evening hours are
generally quieter at our busy airport, the winds
are often calmer, and those sunrises and sunsets
are unmatched. Don't miss out!
Discount Details:
Monday to Friday, 1700–0930
$10/hr rental discount, or
0.2 simulator time credit per hour of flight
(approximate value $20)
Saturday and Sunday, 1700–0930
$15/hr rental discount, or
0.3 simulator time credit per hour of flight
(approximate value $30)

February 2018
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News
Women VFC
in Aviation
CPL CLASSES
The next round of CPL classes are being planned! Get
your name on the waitlist by calling us at 250 656 2833.
ROOM FOR RENT?
Do you have a room for rent? We have many students
that come from out of town to study at our Club and
would like a room to rent. Bring a poster of your rental for
our bulletin board in the hallway!
VFC MENTOR PROGRAM
The program continues! Would you like to meet other
pilots to fly with, split the cost of flights, share knowledge
on how to do things, get help getting into a new airport
for the first time? VFC's mentors have their resumes
posted on a special VFC Mentors bulletin board beside
the Dispatch counter. Each mentor's resume includes their
contact details, or you can email:
mentors@flyvfc.com for more information.
2017 INCOME TAX FORMS
The 2017 Income Tax forms are available from the office
or in the January Patrician.

MEETING ROOM AND LOUNGE RESERVATIONS
Are you looking for meeting space for your own Meetup,
business meeting, or party? Contact Customer Service
at the Club to book your spot or connect you with the
Dakota Cafe.
IFR / IMC ROUND TABLE UPDATE
Since March 2016, the IFR / IMC Round Table group
members have been working through simulator scenarios
and accident reports together. The goals of the meetings
are to have an open and relaxed forum to discuss and
practice instrument flying, and to have fun!
If you would like to be on the mailing list or get involved in
the group for their next meeting on February 24th at 2pm,
contact John at
ainsworthj@airnavigation.com in advance.
Have news or a story to tell? Email us at flyvfcmarketing@
gmail.com for a chance to have your news or story published
in The Patrician.

Notice of Victoria Flying Club AGM
March 8th, 2018

recieve a discount on aircraft rentals, fuel, etc. If you have
been a member for 24 consecutive months, please pick up a
Sustaining Member or Life Member application from the VFC
office and plan to attend the AGM.

The Victoria Flying Club Annual General Meeting has been
scheduled for Thursday, March 8th, 2018 in the VFC pilot’s
lounge. The meeting will begin, as it always does, at 6:00pm
with wine and cheese. The business portion of the evening
gets under way at 7:00 pm.

How Can You Get Involved?

What Happens at the AGM?

The Board of Directors consists of a group of Victoria Flying
Club members who use their collective knowledge and skills
to conduct club business on behalf of all members. They are
governed by a set of by-laws and make decisions regarding
aircraft and equipment, facilities, staffing, and various other
areas of club business. Sustaining and Life Members are
eligible to be nominated for a director position.

As a not-for-profit organization in Canada, the Victoria
Flying Club holds the Annual General Meeting to provide
an opportunity for discussion and decision making amongst
club members. The discussion will include a review of the
previous year's results, plans for the current year, and the
establishment of the Board of Directors for the upcoming
year. The Board of Directors are selected by a process of
election.

Nomination forms are available at the VFC office and
nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the AGM.
Directors must be nominated by two other Sustaining or Life
Members. Being involved with the VFC Board of Directors is
a great opportunity to contribute to the future of the Victoria
Flying Club, and to the local aviation community.

Who is Eligible to Vote at the AGM?
While attendance at the AGM is open to all members, voting
priviliges are extended to those with Sustaining Memberships
and Life Memberships only. If you have been a member in
good standing of the Victoria Flying Club for 24 consecutive
months, then you are eligible to apply to become a Sustaining
or Life Member. Sustaining Members and Life Members
Aviation Excellence Since 1946

For more information, please contact the
VFC Manager, Gerry Mants,
at gerrym@flyvfc.com or 250-656-2833.
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Are You a Girl Who Wants to Leave Ordinary
Behind This Summer?
Reprinted from navcanada.ca

Are you a girl who has what it takes to leave ordinary behind?
If you do, then NAV CANADA’s Explore Aviation Summer
Camp is made for you!

•

This summer, 20 girls entering Grade 10 high school from
across Canada will gather in Cornwall, Ontario. Their mission:
one week of learning, fun, and friendship with a focus on
aviation. This all-expenses-paid camp uses hands-on learning
to give you the chance to explore exciting careers that will
empower you to soar to success after graduation!



APPLY
NOW
If you’d prefer to apply by mail, you can send your completed
application package to:

Who can apply: Girls going into Grade 10 in September 2018
Where: NAV CENTRE, Cornwall, ON, with day trips to
Montreal and Ottawa
When:	July 15-20, 2018
Cost: No cost to you! It’s paid for by a NAV CANADA bursary,
which includes flight, room and board for the week
Why: To inspire you to explore a career in aviation

•

An essay explaining why you want to attend Explore
Aviation Summer Camp (350 to 500 words)
A letter of recommendation from a teacher or community
leader

Explore Aviation Summer Camp, Human Resources
NAV CANADA
77 Metcalfe Street
Ottawa, ON K1P 5L6
For more information, contact summercamp@navcanada.ca or
visit our FAQs.

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

INSPIRING YOU TO SOAR TO YOUR FULL POTENTIAL
Run by NAV CANADA, Explore Aviation Summer Camp
points the spotlight on careers in aviation, where STEM
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics)
education is the key to success for tomorrow’s workforce.
You’ll have unique and exciting opportunities, such as…
• Practice air traffic control and flight service sessions in
real world training simulators
• Fly drones
• Interact with industry-leading guest speakers
• Take day trips to Ottawa and Montreal, including tours of
the NAV CANADA air traffic control towers and centres,
and city tour


Free of charge. Everyone welcome. Commit now to our oneof-a-kind pilot refreshers, taking place this spring in YPK, YYJ
and YKA. Let us show you a new way to participate, learn and
be a safer member of your aviation community.

HOW TO APPLY
Participants will be chosen from across Canada by a NAV
CANADA committee made up of aviation professionals.
Applications close March 9, 2018. If you have been selected,
the committee will email you during the week of April 8,
2018 to confirm your spot.

Learn more and register now at prepair.ca.

Please note, your application must include:
• A completed application form
February 2018

PrepAIR. Safer Together.
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The Sky's No Limit - Girls Fly Too! March 10-11
Attend the 'Sky's No Limit, Girls Fly Too' event on March 1011, 2018 at the Abbotsford International Airport in BC, for the
WORLD'S LARGEST outreach event to inspire future female leaders
in Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence. Their annual event, in
celebration of the week of International Women’s Day, changes
lives. Females of all ages and their families (20,000 expected!)
gather from far and wide for a truly unique mission of discovery.
Their events are fun, hands-on, and completely free to ensure
no barriers to participation. One of the unique attractions there
are the free flights for female first-time fliers (pre-registration
required to get on their list). It’s often the catalyst that is needed
to inspire interest in Aviation, Aerospace, Marine, and Defence.
The opportunities are endless. Civilian and non-civilian VIPs are
on hand to meet with participants, and a variety of cool aircraft
and equipment are available for all to explore. Hands-on displays
and fun activities are provided by industry, agency, and education
partners for a tactile learning experience. The event is open to the
public with no registration required to attend. However, registration
is required for eligible females to fly. Visit www.girlsfly2.ca for more
information and event updates.
Can you volunteer at this event? Send an email to volunteer@
achieveanything.ca.

PARTICIPATION 2018
From shop floor to top floor... we’re inspiring female future leaders!

The Sky’s No Limit - Girls Fly too!
Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence Outreach Event
In celebration of the week of International Women’s Day and
past, present and future women in Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence
March 10-11, 2018
9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Abbotsford International Airport, Abbotsford, BC

Achieve Anything Foundation Operation:
This IS You

01

The Achieve Anything Foundation is a federally incorporated not-forprofit organization with a mission to inspire female future leaders in
STEM (science, technology, engineering & math), and STEM-based fields
such as Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence. With the mantra “From
shop floor to top floor” the Foundation employs a unique hands-on
approach towards changing perceptions and addressing gender disparity
in high tech fields.
“Since the number of women in Aviation, Aerospace, Marine & Defence
as well as other STEM-based industries remains low, the result is that few
females have other females in their network to share their experience and
passion for these fields. In day to day life, women generally don’t “see”
themselves reflected in these areas, and this is continually reinforced
in the media and social media”. Says Achieve Anything president and
founder Kirsten Brazier. “Therefore, if women are not aware of these
opportunities, it is unreasonable to expect them to be interested in
pursuing STEM-based fields. We’ve implemented Operation: This IS
You! to develop this network of experience by providing year-round
experience events for females in the applicable agency or industry
partner’s native environment.”
APPLICATIONS OPEN NOW! Next up:
Feb 03 - Canadian Coast Guard: SAR & Science at Sea (Sidney)
Mar 31 - Canadian Coast Guard: SAR hovercraft operations (Richmond)
May 12 - Vancouver Fire & Rescue Services: TACTICAL DAY (Vancouver).
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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Love is
in the Air!
How I Landed a Webster Trophy Wife

By: Cameron Law, former VFC Instructor, current WestJet
Pilot
Possibly due to the screech decision,
there was not a large gathering of
pilots awaiting our arrival as 8:00 am
must have seemed early to the group.
As we taxied past the C-182 in
search of a parking space, we noted
a lone soul sitting under the wing
enjoying the early morning solitude.
I noted the lone Flying Club
member was someone I had not
met before and also noted she was
spectacularly beautiful. She waved
at us as we taxied by and I did my
best not to taxi into anything while
searching for a spot to park. Once the
aircraft was secured I wandered back
to introduce myself and find out what
kind of Friday night shenanigans had
taken place.

I had been working at the flying club as
a class four instructor during air cadet
season in 1992 under Jack Kaiser and
had been kept busy due to the cadet
program structure.
The VFC pilots during this time had an
annual plan to fly in and camp at the
Abbotsford International Air Show Friday
to Sunday. The Air Show had campground
space set up on the hot side of the
show grounds which made for a
spectacular viewing area as well as
access to the hosted evening events.
The Flying Club pilots also had a
tradition of attempting to have a row
of empty beer cans tip to tip on the
C-182.
I had to work Friday preceding the
Air Show but had plans to fly in
first thing Saturday morning to find
the Flying Club group and spend
the day watching the show from
the best viewing spot possible. I
assumed finding the group would
be simple, just look for a beer can covered C-182
and familiar tail numbers from VFC. I flew over with two
other pilots in GIUX, one of the C-172 the Club had at
the time. We arrived around 8:00 am and taxied past the
camping area in search of our people. The C-182 was easy
to find with her temporary decorations, although, only
half the wing was covered with cans due to the fact that
someone brought a bottle of screech rum thus changing
the decorating plan and ability to consume beer.
February 2018

I made it to the Flying Club campsite
and attempted to introduce myself
to the dark haired beauty who had
waved at us, she looked up at me
with a breathtaking smile and big
beautiful eyes, I had to dig deeply to
not stumble or say something idiotic as
I was completely captivated. And then
she spoke!
She introduced herself as Tracy Biddle
in a British accent which caused me to stare blankly
while my brain tried to re-engage without making me say
something nonsensical and have this beautiful woman
think I am an idiot.
I was eventually able to act like a normal person and got
the low down on the evening and watched as people
7
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began to stir. The Air Show was
exceptional as always and I found
a very convenient place to set up
my lawn chair which happened to
be very close to where Tracy was
sitting, so I was able to chat with her
during the day.

brought me back to Victoria. I moved in with
Tracy and we began to plan a life and careers
in the volatile flying environment of the '90s.
We lived in Sidney and had a brilliant life
of adventure and flying and exploring. We
knew all the food specials and spent hours in
Beacon Books or doing adventures.

The Air Show ended and I grabbed
the pilots I had arrived with while
nonchalantly asking Tracy when
she would be arriving back in
Victoria. We said farewell
and flew off to Victoria. I
arrived, said goodbye to my
trip mates and decided to
hang around the Club as it
was a lovely evening to watch
airplanes land.

I got hired by Bearskin in '93, the year that
Tracy won the Webster Memorial Trophy
Competition, and flew off to Sioux Lookout to
fly their Navajo, BE99 and BE100. Tracy stayed
in Victoria for a bit longer until she landed a
sweet job washing airplane bellies in the middle
of the night for Kelner in Pickle Lake. Ministic
Air called and then Tracy lived in Island Lake
flying medevacs. We planned to be in the same
place at the same time it was just a matter
of when. We were able to escape our flying
jobs long enough to have a lake wedding on
Sprout Lake May 1996.

I just happened to still be
around the Club when Tracy
and her trip mates landed, what
a coincidence! I invited them to
join me at Mary’s Bleue Moon
Cafe for a drink and continued to
learn more about Ms. Biddle. We had
to eventually call it an evening and
said goodbye. I returned to work
Sunday and asked about Tracy from
the instructor who was working
with her. I wanted to meet her
again but needed a way to do so.
Opportunity came in the form of
Heather leaving the Flying Club, a
party was planned at Spinnakers, and
I volunteered to be part of the phone
list. I managed to get Tracy on my call
list and asked if she would attend the
party. The Spinnaker party was a hit and I
couldn’t tell you who was there, but Tracy
and I got to know each other and made
plans to have date two, then three and
many more.

Tracy got hired by Bearskin and made
the move to Sioux Lookout where
we made life long friends and really
learned how to fly while living in a
12x60 ft. mobile home.
1997 was time to leap frog again, and I
took a job with Air Nova out of Halifax.
Tracy followed eight months later and
we settled into the maritimes. We
built a house and started a family with
two beautiful girls and a red dog. The
adventure was brilliant and we managed
to see a lot of the world. Tracy’s parents
live in England, so flying from Halifax to
England was easier than Vancouver to
England.
In 2002 Air Nova became Jazz and
the BAe 146 was being retired and
the fun had gone out of flying in the
maritimes. WestJet was growing
and I got hired with them in 2003.
Tracy applied and got hired at WestJet
several years later and the move back
to the west brought us to Kelowna.

I got laid off at the end of cadet season
and headed to Ft St. John for my first non
instructing job and an introduction to
scurvy and low paying pilot jobs.

Tracy and I are no longer together but
are both working at WestJet and raising
teen girls together that have the travel
bug and have seen the world.

After a winter in Ft St. John, I was
offered a full time position instructing
at the Victoria Flying Club. Tracy and
Melissa flew to pick me up in a 172 and
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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The unpredictability is not always easy. This past
Christmas was a classic example. After a few long,
stressful weeks, we were all looking forward to
spending an early Christmas together as a family,
with Jeff home on a quick YYJ overnight. Due to
a series of unfortunate events, Jeff found himself
stranded with a broken Q400 in Saskatoon. He got
as far as Edmonton before running out of duty time
for the day and being shuttled off to the hotel.

Love is
in the Air!
cont.

Aviation + Marriage: Making It Work

By: Christie Hall, former Editor of The Patrician
In keeping with the February holidays, I was
asked about how my husband and I met, and
the role that VFC played in the early days of our
relationship. Ours is the classic aviation love
story. Pilot meets Dispatcher. Dispatcher falls for
Pilot. Pilot eventually notices. They live happily
ever after. The End. Not much more to say that
wouldn’t fall under the category of self-indulgent
gushing. And no one’s interested in that – even if it
IS Valentine’s Day. But I’ll see if I can elaborate as
unsentimentally as possible.
Nearly ten years ago, I started working at VFC as
a Dispatcher. My first day on the job I met Jeff
Lightheart, the tall, dark and handsome Flight
Instructor who intimidated me to the point of
not being able to speak. Eventually I got over
that, we became friends, and, to quote Seinfeld,
“yada, yada, yada…” we got married in 2010.

This particular incident stretched the limits of my
ability to smile and come up with a Plan B. There
were tears, there was rage, there was gin. I wanted
to cancel Christmas. But I knew it wasn’t Jeff’s
fault, and that he felt just as miserable as I did. The
next morning, I fired up a Whatsapp video chat,
and Jeff got to watch from his Edmonton hotel
room while the kids opened their stockings. And
now, like so many other things, we laugh about it.
This isn’t meant to be a cautionary tale about the
pitfalls of being in a relationship with a pilot. This
is just reality. Every profession, every relationship,
every life has its challenges. This is the life we
choose, and I wouldn’t have it any other way.
I find ways to appreciate the little things and make
them count. Late night/early morning pilot taxi
duty, waving at a Q400 from outside my office on
the airfield, getting on a plane and knowing that
my husband is up front in the left seat, following
along on FlightAware and waiting for the
“just landed” text

Eight years later, I still work in aviation, and Jeff is
an airline Captain. These have honestly been the
best and most interesting, challenging, frustrating,
and all around amazing eight years of my life. Jeff
is typically away from home 18-20 nights in any
given month. That time away from home might
include birthdays, holidays, school events, illness,
a car breakdown, or a full blown family crisis. We
have no family close by for back-up.

February 2018
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message. All of these things make up the fabric
of our life together, and have become comfortably
routine.
The cost-benefit analysis of life with a pilot
always comes out firmly positive, at least in my
experience. Beyond the obvious benefits of
getting to hog the entire bed for a few nights, and
ceasing Netflix negotiations when he is away,
there are a lot of reasons why life with a pilot is
a good idea. Mainly it’s this; pilots generally love
what they do, and those types of people are
nice to be around. I’ll take a happy pilot home
for ten days a month over a grumpy guy who
hates his job but is home for dinner every night.
Pilots are people who have followed a dream,
accomplished what very few people can, and who
show up every day ready to do their best. That’s
inspiring. And… we can’t ignore the uniforms.
(swoon)

Editor's note: Thank you to Rebecca
(Dispatcher, CPL student) and Jamie (PPL grad)
for sharing their Valentine's pics!

There are also travel benefits, fun surprises
brought from interesting places, and great stories
to share. Perhaps most importantly, there is
the opportunity to miss each other. In 2011 we
transitioned from living together and working
together at VFC, to Jeff’s first cargo pilot job that
kept him away from home from Sunday night to
Friday night. I worried about the effect that would
have on our relationship, but I very quickly found
that I didn’t need to.
It may not be true for every couple, but the time
we spend apart allows us to more fully appreciate
the time we have together. Aviation is like an
elastic band that connects us, stretching us apart
(sometimes nearly to the point of breaking)
and then snapping us back together again. We
catch our breath, we reconnect, and then we
do it again, always waiting until the end of one
month when the schedule comes out, to know
what the next month holds in store for us.
And then we figure out how to make it work.
Barring the unforeseen, we are lifers, in our
relationship, and in aviation. We know there
are many great adventures still to come, and
we can’t wait to see what happens next!
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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Love is
in the Air!
cont.

Editor's note: Howard Peng (former VFC vice-president) and
Crystal Sommer (VFC CPL grad) got married in June 2016 at the
CAP5 seaplane dock. We caught up with them for their latest
news.
Howard and I are doing well. We are temporarily spending our
days in Boston right now for work. Happy to say we survived
the infamous snowbomb and just got back from a work trip
to beautiful St. Kitts and Nevis Island. Last year we did some
traveling to San Antonio, Texas, and Greenville, South Carolina
where we tried our hand at skeet shooting and Howard ripped
it up at the BMW Performance Driving School.
Howard is continuing to mark off his bucket list by attending
Harvard Business School. He’s taking business courses for
Strategic Management, though I’m really not sure where he
finds the time!
Last summer we were excited to see the tall ships parade into
the harbour, and were especially excited to get on board to
meet the crews of the Blue Nose and the HMCS Oriole from
Esquimalt.
One of our favorite parts of Boston is the food scene, getting
flavors from around the world. We’ve enjoyed some amazing
French cuisine, great Mexican, and authentic Ethiopian places.
Of course, you can’t live in Boston and not see the local talent.
We’ve been fortunate to see multiple Red Sox games and saw
an incredible Patriots game with one of their famous lastminute wins. The energy in the stadium was insane!
We were pretty excited to start 2018 with our trip to The
Caribbean, we hope to see more of the East Coast and later
this year do some traveling through Europe to visit friends.
While we love the adventures here in Boston, we miss our
friends and family on Vancouver Island and hope to be back
there soon.
Best wishes from Bean Town!
Crystal and Howard
February 2018
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REMEMBER WHEN....
Editor's note: We found in our archive scrapbook some
wedding photos of those who met through the Club or
through aviation. Do you also have a Valentine you met
through a shared love of aviation, or through the Victoria
Flying Club? We would love to hear about it!

From Sean and Leah Croft on how they got
together. They are currently working out of
Dubai, Sean as a Captain on the A380 at
Emirates. This year they will celebrate their
25th wedding anniversary! Both come from a
family of well-known aviators. Recently, their
boys (Patrick and Nicholas) became familiar
faces at the Club as they worked as Line Crew/
Dispatch.
Sean: "It was many years ago...1991 if I recall
correctly... Leah was attending Private Pilot
Ground School, and one beautiful October
evening the attendance on this particular
evening was rather low. As I recall, Leah was
the only person who came. As I had just
completed my flights for the day, I convinced
her that instead of staying for a three hour
GS class all by herself, perhaps she would
like to join me for a beverage at the Bear
Pub in Sidney. She agreed. We started dating
from that night on with our first real date
at the VFC annual Halloween bash, Leah
dressed in a 50s poodle skirt and I as a 50s
greaser. That was the beginning of our 27
year relationship."

Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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President's Message

Ramona Reynolds, President of the Victoria Flying Club
My Dear Friends,
Welcome to a New Year!
Although 2017 had its fair share of
profound challenges, this letter is,
in fact, a celebration of our Club’s
victories and success.
Despite grim Spring weather and a
smoke-filled Summer, together we
flew 11730 hours. These numbers
directly reflect the focus, hard
work and dedication of the VFC
staff; and your commitment to your
future.
The past year was challenging
for each department of our
organization, but it has been a
particularly challenging year for
our flight training unit. We started
this year with a life-changing event
that touched the entire VFC family

11,730

FLYING HOURS

February 2018

deeply, but none more than the
flight training unit. As we moved
through the patchy Spring weather
our team was met with a Summer
with no horizon and frequent
airspace restrictions. Still they
championed nine cadets all the
way to a full roster of new private
pilots.
The good news/bad news is
that the pilot shortage we’ve
been talking about for years has
come to pass and our best and
brightest instructors have infinite
opportunities before them. It’s a
bit bittersweet because it’s what
we’ve watched them train for, and
what we want for them, so there’s
a sense of both excitement and
anticipation of their future; and
sadness because we’d like them to
stay forever.
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The good news part of the pilot
shortage is that you have more
opportunity than ever to become
a commercial pilot. To that end, in
2018 we will roll out our revamped
commercial ground school with
both in-house and online options;
and all of our members will have
more opportunities to learn
directly from leaders in the aviation
industry.

"You have more
opportunity than ever
to become a commercial
pilot."
In our letter of last year we set out
strategy for implementing a series
of operational advances that are
aimed to facilitate our present
and future growth. I am happy to

FIRST SOLOS

13

4

NEW

www.flyvfc.com

Feature Article

report that the upgrades to our
internal record keeping processes
have been implemented and are in
line with legislative and regulatory
requirements. We continue to
work on reviewing our current
policies in each department, and
identifying areas where additional
policy is necessary so that they are
up-to-date, effective, and cohesive.
We are looking at the operation
as a whole in order to identify
other areas of liability that need
addressing with a view to keeping
our staff and our members safe.
In order to ensure the success of
the Club in the fullness of time,
we are creating succession plans,
contingency plans, and emergency
plans for each of our managers
and the team as a whole so that
the Club can continue to be a safe
place in any circumstance.
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PPLs
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We want to let you know that we
have heard you! Our tech-gurus
are working on a new booking
system. You did not misread that
sentence - A NEW BOOKING
SYSTEM – for real.
And, if you’ve been around the
Club lately I’m sure you’ve noticed
all of the advancements made
to FleetCaptain and all of the
additional parking available for
both member and visiting aircraft.
Last year we talked about setting a
new standard. This new standard
is aimed to maximize the resources
we already have, and also to
recognize and anticipate changes
in the aviation industry. New
standards can be challenging for
everyone. They are not always
perfect in their implementation
and may need to be tweaked from

19

NEW CPLs
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time to time. We haven’t always
performed the way we wanted to.
New standards require a certain
level of flexibility, responsibility,
and accountability that may not
have been required in the past.
We have challenged all of you to
stretch. Martin Luther King Jr. said
that the ultimate measure of a man
is not where he stands in moments
of comfort, but where he stands at
times of challenge and controversy.
We have seen leadership emerge
in unexpected places. We are
proud of all of you.
We look forward to hearing your
stories of challenge and triumph in
2018!
Thank you.
Ramona A. Reynolds
President
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Member Achievements

First Solos and
Member
Achievements
Shane Eakin
Instructor: Brady Tucker

"Without disruption of air traffic, these fearless, forthright, indomitable and co
Furthermore, these skillful individuals did safely land said flying machines at Victo
completing firs

New Members
Alwaleed Aljurayyad
Andrew Johnson
Brent Hamster
Christopher Henry
Colin Paulin
Craig Grandfield
Faisal Kadri
Geoffrey Brannon
Grayson Russell
Jirayus Yongyai
Katrina Whyte
Lyf Tremblay
Pichen Tantayakul
Samson Mandrick

February 2018

Sui Shing Chung
Theerapat Bureethan
Thitasate Viengvises
First Solo
Shane Eakin
Siomon Willox
Sunny Mehta
PPL Flight Test
Joelson Popoff
Night Rating
Ocean Thomaas
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Member Achievements

Siomon Willox
Instructor: Stephan Heinemann

Sunny Mehta
Instructor: Eugene Nehring

ourageous individuals did venture into the wild blue yonder in flying machines.
oria International Airport, incurring no significant damage to self or machine, thus
st solo flights."

VFC CHARTER SERVICE

VFC Charter offers inexpensive, on-demand,
and direct transportation to places not serviced
by other commercial carriers in the lower BC
area.
The charter service is operational in day
VFR conditions. Please contact us for more
information on destinations and costs.

Be there in minutes!

For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com
Call: 1-778-350-3213

Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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COPA Quadrant

FLY-OUT BUG
COPA Flight 6

The COPA Flight 6 Board consists of:

to answer general medical questions any pilot
might have that may or may not result in keeping
one's license current. As more and more pilots
are aging and still retaining an active license, this
is your opportunity to gain insight into staying
healthy. Also for the younger pilots, it's an
opportunity to make sure you're medically doing
all the right things to keep your license current as
well.

Flight Captain (President): Rob Shemilt
Co-Captain (Vice President): Allan Rempel
Navigator (Treasurer): Art Reitsma
This month's COPA Flight 6 meeting follows on
the heels of a very successful January meeting.
Approximately 30 members and guests turned
out to discuss the recent BC Assessment
Authority's property assessments of airport
hangars in British Columbia. Most hangar owners
received substantial hikes in assessments from
the previous year, and a plan of action has been
formulated to address the situation. The Canadian
Owners and Pilots Association (COPA) head
office in Ottawa has offered its help through
Government Affairs specialist Carter Mann. Stay
tuned as things unfold.

Dr. Wallace has requested that questions be
sent to him prior to the meeting so he has time
to prepare himself to answer all questions you
might have. In respecting your privacy, you can
send your questions directly to Jonathan at
jwallace250@gmail.com
You neither need to be a member of COPA
National nor the Victoria Flying Club to attend
the meeting. As your local voice for the freedom
to fly in Canada, we encourage your participation
and membership.

The next COPA Flight 6 meeting will be Tuesday,
February 6th, from 7:00-9:00 PM at the Victoria
Flying Club pilots' lounge. This month's meeting
will feature Dr. Jonathan Wallace, a former CAME
medical examiner. Dr. Wallace has many hours in
the left hand seat on a few types of single engine
aircraft and has extensive flying coverage in
North America and beyond. Jonathan has offered

Rob Shemilt
Captain - President
COPA Flight 6
Email: copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog: copaflight6.blogspot.ca

VFC smile cards
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC office, and 5% of your grocery purchase will go towards creating scholarships and awards for VFC members. Since the autumn of 2005, the Victoria Flying
Club has received over $18,000 from the Thrifty Foods Smile Card program. These funds have been
appreciated by all members of the club. Thank you Thrifty Foods!
February 2018
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Ground School Schedule

Ground School Schedule
February 2018
Private Pilot Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.
DATE

TOPIC

INSTRUCTOR

Feb 5

Canadian Aviation Regulations &
Licencing I

Mike

Feb 7

Canadian Aviation Regulations &
Licencing II

Mike

Feb 12

NO CLASS - FAMILY DAY

N/A

Feb 14

NO CLASS - VALENTINES DAY

N/A

Feb 19

Aerodynamics & Theory of Flight

Andrew

Feb 21

Airframes & Engines

Stephan

Feb 26

Systems & Flight Instruments

Stephan

Feb 28

Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making

Silvia

March 5

Meteorology I

Sean

Ground School Course: $350
Ground School Kit: $275
Learn to Fly package: $675
Call Customer Service at 250 656 2833 to register for Ground School today!

What's your office view?
print & imaging
art & framing

Commercial Pilot
Ground School

book printing
Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC V8V 3K3 Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC V8L 2X2 Tel: 250-656-1233

Call VFC to get on the waitlist!
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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