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SALE AT THE LITTLE PILOT SHOP!

Looking for stocking stuffers for your pilot friends? 
The Little Pilot Shop has a great sale on selected 
items this month, just in time for Christmas. From 
December 3rd to 10th, look for clothing, hats, 
books, pilot paraphernalia and more that will be 
15% off; December 11-16, 30% off; December 17-
24, 50% off. Come check out the sale and see what 
you can stuff your stockings with!

Undecided what to get? You can also get a Gift 
Certificate at the office which can be used towards 
the Shop, aircraft rentals, flight training, charters, a 
Sightseeing Tour, or a Discovery Flight. What better 
way to help your friends reach their 2018 goals!

HOLIDAY HOURS OF OPERATION

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! Due 
to continuing popularity of night flying, we are 
maintaining our longer hours of operation to meet 
your needs. Our office hours will continue to be 
from 8am to 8pm daily for as long as demand 
dictates. 

As for regular holiday closures, please note the 
changed hours in the box to the right. Call ahead 
for bookings around holiday times, and we will do 
all we can to meet your needs.

Please note, there will be no ground school classes 
between December 25 to January 3.

WEATHER CONSIDERATIONS

If we experience freezing temperature, don't forget 
to plan to arrive early for your flight instruction 

News Around the Club
VFC News

Available NOW in 
The Little Pilot Shop!

VFC hats
VFC lanyards

Instrument covers
3/4" pitot tube covers
Dark blue VFC hoodies

First Officer and Captain bars
Head lamps
Mag lights
Flash lights

CX-2
Tie clips

Small and large fuel tester cups
Private Pilot 2017 Exam Prep

Instrument Rating 2017 Exam Prep
Multi Engine Flying - Paul A. Craig

Multi Engine Flying -ASA
Aeronautical Information Manual

and more!

VFC December Office Hours

8:00 am to 8:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED
Dec 25

LIMITED STAFF, CALL AHEAD
Dec 26, Jan 1

EARLY CLOSURE, 5 PM SHARP
Dec 5, 24, 31



appointments or plane rental to allow de-icing time, if 
needed.

WINGS BANQUET, JANUARY 27

Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 27, 2018 
and plan to attend the Wings Banquet, in celebration 
of 2017 accomplishments by VFC students and pilots. 
Join us at the Ward Room (1586 Esquimalt Rd) at 6:00 
for cocktails before a delicious dinner and the awards 
ceremony. Dress is semi-formal.

Tickets are $40 and are available to members and 
guests from the VFC office. PPL and CPL graduates 
receive one complimentary ticket. Please RSVP by 
January 15th.

We do hope you will join us for a night of celebration, 
great food, and a chance to get to know other Club 
members. Along with recognizing our graduates, 
a number of flight training bursaries are awarded 
(due date, January 15th - see the application on the 
opposite page).

The Wings Banquet is a long-standing tradition at the 
Victoria Flying Club. Because our members are busy 
people who operate on different schedules, it is not 
often that we gather together as a group to celebrate 
what we have accomplished as individuals and as a 
club. That’s what makes the Wings Banquet special! 

Everyone is welcome to attend and graduates are 
encouraged to invite friends, family, and guests. VFC 
members are certainly encouraged to attend, even 
if they are not among this year’s graduates. It is an 
inspiring and encouraging evening for everyone!

BCAC MEMBERSHIP

Did you know? The Victoria Flying Club is a Corporate 
Member of the BC Aviation Council. Therefore, our 
students are eligible for a FREE annual membership.  

Have news or a story to tell? Email us at 
flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com for a chance to have your 
news or story published in The Patrician.
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VFC News

AIRCRAFT RENTAL 
DISCOUNT HOURS

We are pleased to offer rental discounts on 
holidays. VFC does not offer flight training 
on statutory holidays, so the aircraft are fully 
available for recreational rentals. Book your 
plane early to avoid disappointment!

VFC also offers discounted rental rates during 
evening and early morning hours, as well as on 
all Saturdays and Sundays. As an added bonus, 
the early morning and late evening hours are 
generally quieter at our busy airport, the winds 
are often calmer, and those sunrises and sunsets 
are unmatched. Don't miss out!

Discount Details:

Monday to Friday, 1700–0930 
$10/hr rental discount, or
0.2 simulator time credit per hour of flight 
(approximate value $20)

Saturday and Sunday, 1700–0930 
$15/hr rental discount, or
0.3 simulator time credit per hour of flight 
(approximate value $30)

NEWS AND EVENTS

DEC 2 Nanaimo Flying Club Fly-In brunch

DEC 5 VFC closes at 5 pm

DEC 10 Delta Heritage Air Park Pancake 
Breakfast fundraiser

DEC 24 VFC closes at 5 pm

DEC 25 VFC is closed. Aircraft rental 
discount day, call ahead to book!

DEC 26 VFC: limited staff at office, call 
ahead

DEC 31 VFC closes at 5 pm

JAN 1 VFC is closed. Aircraft rental discount 
day, call ahead to book.
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Women in AviationVFC News

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________  Cell Phone: ___________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

Please provide a brief statement describing how you plan to make use of the Flight Training 
Award, and also outlining your future aviation ambitions:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Butler Flying Award

Claude Butler served as president of the Victoria Flying 
Club several times over the years.  He was a successful 
businessman, inventor, and a man with many visions.  His 
compassion and generosity knew no bounds.  Claude 
always referred affectionately to his loving wife Jean, who 
was the Mayor of Central Saanich for several years, as “Her 
Warship.”  He asked “Her Warship,” in his last moments, 
to do something memorable and worthwhile on his behalf 
for the Victoria Flying Club and this is how the Butler Flying 
Award was born.

Betty Wadsworth Scholarship 

Betty Wadsworth joined the Victoria Flying Club in 1958 and 
was active in the support of general aviation all her life.  As 
a director of COPA and a member of such organizations 
as BC Aviation Council and the Western Canada Aviation 
Museum of Flight and Transportation, her contributions have 
been recognized by numerous awards and citations.  Betty 
Wadsworth maintained her connection with the Victoria 
Flying Club where she learned to fly, and when she died in 
April 1986 she left a portion of her estate to the Club.  Since 
1991, the interest from this grant has been awarded each 
year to further a member’s training, qualifications, or skills at 
the Victoria Flying Club.

Michael Cooper-Slipper Award 

Michael Cooper-Slipper was born in England January 11th 
1921 and he joined the AF Squadron 605 equipped with 
Hurricanes, at the tender age of 17.  At 19 he was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross for valour during the Battle 
of Britain.  After the war he joined AVRO Canada and test 
few the CF-100, CF-102, and Orenda powered F-86.  He 
also flew a modified B-47 as a test bed for the AVRO Arrow 
Iroquois engine.  After his career as a test pilot he embarked 
on a career in aviation sales, first with de Havilland and then 
with Field Aviation.  Mike is survived by his wife Rita who 
resides in Victoria.

Brian Smedley Award

Brian began his aviation career as an Aviation Mechanic for 
the Flying Fireman. This led him to become a pilot for the 
Flying Fireman followed by the BC Government Air Services. 
After 24 years with the BC Government, Brian flew for 
Ainsworth Lumber in 100 Mile House, BC. After retirement 
from flying, Brian was able to follow his lifelong dream to 
become a cowboy. He worked for many ranches in the 
Cariboo his last one being the 112 Mile Ranch.

Please Join Us At This Year’s Wings Banquet! Victoria Flying Club
Flight Training Awards Application Form

All current VFC students/members are eligible to apply for these awards. Applications 
must be submitted to Gerry Mants in the VFC office by January 15, 2018.
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Feature Article

Since 1938, the BC Aviation Council has 
supported the aviation and aerospace industries 
of BC. Aviation has long been critical to the 
growth of the economy, and BCAC seeks to 
create an industry that is visible, connected, and 
thriving. 

One way that they achieve this is through their 
scholarship program, which many students and 
graduates of the Victoria Flying Club have taken 
advantage of. This year, two VFC graduates, 
Natasha Shoebridge and Nadia Scott, were 
recipients of BCAC scholarships at the annual 
Silver Wings Awards Gala on October 25th.

Seventeen scholarships were awarded at the gala. 
Natasha Shoebridge, VFC CPL graduate of 2017, 
received the newest scholarship, the Harbour 
Air Advanced Float Plane Endorsement. The 
scholarship offers 50 hours of advanced seaplane 
training towards becoming a commercial seaplane 
pilot. The training is provided and financed by 
Harbour Air Seaplanes through their International 
Seaplane Training School. 

Talking about the scholarship, Shoebridge was 
able to start the training right away. By the end 
of October, she had already completed 15 hours 
of training. "Incredible!" Shoebridge said about 
the scholarship. "This award has been invaluable 
towards helping me achieve my goal of becoming 
a float plane pilot along the BC coast. The flying 
has been incredible so far. I am very grateful 
for Harbour Air giving out such an amazing 
scholarship."

Nadia Scott was awarded the Anne and Rudy 
Bauer Memorial Scholarship. This award requires 
the student to demonstrate superior flying skills 
and airmanship and a commitment to commercial 
pilot training or the aviation training industry. 
Talking about her goals, Scott said, "Being a 
commercial pilot has interested me from an early 
age. I was especially piqued by my year in John 
Howroyd's Grade 7 class, where we riveted parts 
of airplane wings and spent time on his airfield. I'd 
like to pursue a career in commercial aviation that 
includes doing basic research on the cognition of 
flying aircraft." 

VFC Students Awarded Scholarships

Images: Natasha Shoebridge working on her seaplane rating. Nadia Scott getting ready to fly in a club plane.



6 December 2017Aviation Excellence Since 1946

Feature Article

Join us to celebrate 
the achievements of our members during 2017!

Wings Banquet

CFB ESQUIMALT WARDROOM
RSVP WITH CUSTOMER SERVICE   250 656 2833

27 JANUARY 2018   6 PM

$40 PER TICKET
GRADUATES, NO COST

Regarding the process of application, Scott 
advised, "I highly recommend that any interested 
student at the club submit an application for a 
BCAC award. Because there are multiple awards, 
some are quite specific in their criteria, so it is 
likely that applicants will be competitive in one 
or more categories, from high school students 
seeking to earn a PPL to more accomplished 
students looking to upgrade their skills. The VFC 
staff, in particular Gerry Mants, are invaluable in 
supporting award applications."

The Victoria Flying Club congratulates these 
women and wishes them all success in reaching 
their career goals.

Did you know? 
VFC is a Corporate Member of the BC Aviation 
Council.  As such, our students are eligible for a 
FREE annual membership.  

Why have a membership with BCAC?  
BCAC is also committed to supporting education 
and learning within the aviation industry through 
its annual scholarship awards to enable growth 
and ensure skills meet and exceed industry 
requirements.

Photo credit: BC Aviation Council



Sydney Pickles, An Extraordinary Man
Contributed by Doug Rollins, Historian
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Feature Article  

On page 2 of the November 2017 issue of The 
Patrician there is a thumbnail photo of Sydney 
Pickles identifying him as the first instructor 
of the predecessor to the Victoria Flying Club, 
the Victoria Aero Club.  At that time he was a 
soft-spoken 34-year old man with an Australian 
accent who walked with a limp, but he was also 
one of the most experienced airmen in Canada.  
Unfortunately, the full story of his incredible 
life and outstanding career is almost completely 
unknown. 

Sydney was born in 1894 to a wealthy family in 
Sydney, Australia.  As a result he enjoyed many 
advantages, including private schools and the 
ability to pursue his personal interests.  While a 

young boy he indulged in off-shore power boat 
racing and taught himself to drive the family car, 
the first in Australia.  The first aeroplane flights 
made a huge impression on the young man, and 
after graduating high school he asked to be sent 
to England to further his education.  This was a 
ruse; once in England (and removed from family 
supervision), Sydney promptly went to the Bristol 
Aviation School on Salisbury Plains.  He received 
Royal Aero Club License #262 in 1912.  Sydney 
would have had an even lower number, but was 
forced to wait until he was 18!  He then became 
a regular on the pre-war flying circuit, competing, 
(with his Blériot XI shown in the thumbnail photo), 
in many aerial contests and serving as an instructor 
at Hendon, England.  In those days the pioneering 



8 December 2017Aviation Excellence Since 1946

f

Feature Article

aviators were the closest thing to rock stars; their 
exploits were widely followed by the public.  In 
1913 Sydney became the 8th person to qualify for 
a Royal Aero Club ‘Superior’ License.  Later that 
year, he and Cheridah Stocks, the first woman in 
England to earn a pilot license, were badly injured 
in a crash.  She never flew again; after a long and 
painful recovery Sydney returned to aviation, but 
kept the limp for the rest of his life.

In World War I Sydney quickly became an officer 
in the Royal Naval Air Service and participated 
in some of the earliest raids on German military 
targets.  He also undertook hazardous anti-U-boat 
and Zeppelin patrols over the English Channel. 
In July of 1915, Captain Pickles was allowed 
to resign his commission in order to serve as a 
test pilot for the Short Brothers, Blackburn, and 
Fairey aviation companies.  During this period 
he became the second person to fly an aircraft 
through the arches of the famed London Tower 
Bridge.  Post-war, Pickles participated in the race 
to fly non-stop across the Atlantic Ocean.  He had 

the only seaplane entry, a modified Fairey III, and 
he was the only person planning to fly from east 
to west.  Unfortunately, in June 1919 the team of 
Alcock and Brown accomplished the feat in a war-
surplus Vickers Vimy bomber before Pickles was 
ready to make the attempt.

Later in that year Sydney travelled to Australia and 
pioneered major air-mail routes, enduring harsh 
winds and temperatures, and a major hailstorm 
that left some 100 holes in his aircraft!  His feats 
were headline news Down Under, and an adoring 
public followed his many aerial adventures.  Back 
in England in 1921, Pickles became the first pilot 
insured for 
night flying 
by Lloyds 
of London, 
and the 
ninth 
person to 
qualify for 
a (cont.)
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British Air Ministry Commercial License.  After a 
few more years in commercial aviation, Sydney 
immigrated to Canada in 1925.  There he obtained 
Canadian Commercial Aviation License #266 and 
settled in Victoria, BC.

In order to promote aviation following Lindberg’s 
1927 solo trans-Atlantic flight, the Canadian 
Government offered to gift an aircraft to 
community flying groups.  Syd led the local effort 
to form a flying club in Victoria, and personally 
contributed $1,000 towards the posting of 
the necessary $7,000 bond.  It was a proud 
day in 1928 when he picked up the crated de 
Havilland Cirrus Moth at the Victoria rail terminal 
and towed it to Landsdowne Field.  He served 
as the Club Secretary and Chief Instructor.  
Unfortunately, just one year later the machine 
suffered an engine failure and was destroyed 
while making a forced landing.  With the Great 

Depression full on, there was no money for a 
replacement and the Victoria Aero Club folded. 
It would not be until after World War II that club 
flying would return to the area.  As for Syd, older 
now, with a family to raise, and tight on funds, he 
reluctantly retired from the flying game.

Before the outbreak of World War II, Sydney 
purchased a large plot of land north of Newton 
Crossroads and settled into the life of a gentleman 
farmer.  In 1946 Sydney was elected to Saanich 
Council.  Convinced the Peninsula was not getting 
a fair shake, Sydney spearheaded the creation of 
the municipality of Central Saanich and served 
as its first reeve from 1950 to 1954.  In 1960 he 
donated a large parcel of his land to help form 
part of what became John Dean Provincial Park.  
Although no longer in political office, Sydney 
continued to serve his community by advocating 
for and assisting the less-fortunate and in 1968 

Sydney towing the aeroclub moth, G-CAKASydney and son in Esquimalt harbour

Aviation pioneers George Beatty and Sydney Pickles 
at Hendon Airfield, England

Sydney and others
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was voted Victoria’s Citizen of the Year.  After 
living in the Victoria area for 50 years, Sydney 
passed away in 1975 at the age of 81. 

Although gone, Sydney Pickles has left behind 
many traces of his life.  He is a charter member 
of The Early Birds, pre World War I flyers.  
Between the wars, a generation of Australian 
flyers soared to new heights.  After World War 
II, the Victoria Flying Club took up the torch 
of club flying and still trains young pilots and 
provides flying services to the area.  Central 
Saanich continues to be a vital and growing 
municipality.  And in nearby John Dean 
Provincial Park there is a beautiful vista from a 
location named Pickles Bluff.  Sydney Pickles, 
the man who achieved greatness in aviation on 
three continents and who selflessly served the 
communities in which he lived, richly deserves 
to be remembered.

Flight through tower bridge

Pickles in flight View from Pickles Bluff in Sidney, BC
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Victoria Flying Club                     
2017 Income Tax Procedure

Please Note:  Canada Customs and Revenue Agency (CCRA) has recently been requiring proof of 
enrollment in the Commercial Pilot Program before allowing a deduction for the hours under the 
Private Pilot Licence.  A letter from the Club confirming enrollment in the CPL is available to 
students actively pursuing a CPL (i.e., a Category 1 Medical, enrollment in Commercial Ground 
School, working towards a Night Rating or actively completing the dual requirements of the CPL).  
Members are reminded that all deductions taken are the responsibility of the person claiming the 
deduction on their tax return.

Instructions:  Complete all areas of this form.  There is no need to complete the form if you 
reached the maximum deductible hours per course in 2016.  Mail/fax/or drop off this form to 
Dispatch.  

Allowable deductions:  As outlined by Revenue Canada Taxation
875 Heron Road, Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0L8

Licence or Endorsement: Private Pilot Licence
Commercial Pilot Licence
Instructor  Rating
Night Rating

Allowable Tuition Fees (Please read carefully):

Private Pilot Course
Any number of dual flying hours.  Solo hours to the extent that dual and solo hours do not exceed 
a total of forty-five hours.  Revenue Canada has been requiring proof of enrollment in the 
Commercial Pilot Licence program prior to allowing a deduction for the PPL. (See above)

Commercial Pilot Course
Any number of dual flying hours and solo hours to the extent that dual and solo hours do not 
exceed a total of sixty-five hours (Commercial Licence).

NO CREDIT MAY BE TAKEN FOR TIME BUILDING OR HOURS IN EXCESS OF THE TRANSPORT 
CANADA MINIMUMS.

Private Pilot Course Only

Ground school Jan 1 to December 31, 2017                 $300.00       $___________

________hours dual Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2017

________hours solo Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2017

________hours dual and solo claimed in 2016 and earlier re private license

________TOTAL CLAIM in hours (CANNOT EXCEED 45 HOURS)
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Commercial Pilot Course

Ground school Jan 1 to December 31, 2017                     $495.00          $___________

Ground school Retread                                                      $  50.00          $___________

________hours dual Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2017

________hours solo Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2017

________hours dual and solo claimed in 2016 and earlier re commercial license

________TOTAL CLAIM in hours (CANNOT EXCEED 65 HOURS)

Other Ratings

Rating: _______________________________    Hours:  Dual____________  Solo___________

To Be Completed By The Student

I, _________________________ certify that:

I intend to work in the occupation of _________________________________and that I was enrolled

in the course entitled _________________________in order to furnish me with skills in that 

occupation  OR

I am qualified as a ___________________________ and that I was enrolled in the course entitled 

___________________________ ________in order to improve my skills in that occupation.

My hours claimed for 2017, when combined with hours claimed in 2016 and earlier does not 

exceed the maximums outlined of 45 hours for private and 65 hours for commercial course.

__________________________                            ____________________________
Signature of Student                                               Date

Do you wish your tax form mailed or picked up?______________________________
Tax Forms received by Victoria Flying Club prior to February 1, 2018 will be completed by 
February 28, 2018.

For Office Use Only

Date received ____________________   Course _____________________________

Hours: ________________ Dual   $______________

________________ Solo    $______________

Ground Briefing: ________________ Dual   $______________

Ground school:            $______________

Total Hours Claimed: ____________Private _____________



                                             
                                                    

PrepAIREd.
December 2017

      by Simon Dennis, YYJ Tower ATC, ATPL 

Hello everyone, 


As I sit and write this during an evening break from ATC duties, Þnally Þnding a chance to contribute again 
to these pages, we look back on another year at YYJ and forward to a new one. From our viewpoint at 
tower, it has been a busy, dynamic, and gratifying year. Some challenges overcome, others works in 
progress - as is life! After a cold and snowy start to the year, our weather turned into one of the driest and 
most consistent seasons for VFR in memory. Interrupting this stretch was an eerie, smoke-Þlled two 
weeks in August, one that certainly impacted us as well as I know many of you readers. It isnÕt often that 
we see 3 SM of ßight visibility, with thousands of feet of vertical visibility, in the middle of summer. 
Fortunately it was only temporary, and a lovely late summer has now given way to very typical fall 
weather.


At this time of year we think perhaps most in retrospect. Many things stand out for me, but above all else, 
I would like to both personally, and on behalf of all of us here at YYJ tower, thank each and every pilot 
that has done their best ßying in our airspace this year. I know this has been especially trying at times due 
to short staffing restrictions that we were forced to impose, causing delays, plans to be changed, and a 
heightened requirement of patience. I am proud of our local ßying community, especially the ßying 
schools, with how understanding you have been, both on and off air. As you may know (or at least have 
heard via new voices), we have two new qualiÞcations this fall as YYJ ATCs. We are very proud of both 
Ryan, who came to us from the Area Control Centre in Surrey as an IFR controller, and Mike, whom has 
come full circle back to Victoria from ATC at Pitt Meadows Tower after beginning his ßying career here. 
Mike and I both worked together as instructors at VFC (sorry Mike probably dating us a bit!), and itÕs great 
to once again be reunited. So, full circle indeed. Both Mike and Ryan have worked extremely hard to earn 
their licences here, and some credit is due to the patience all of you users have shown. Training in 
aviation - be it towards a pilot or ATC qualiÞcation - is not an easy thing. I donÕt have to tell you that. 
Training at a complex site like Victoria is even more of a challenge. Because of the need to have our ATC 
students progress in a deliberate and non-overwhelming manner, it is essential that at times, traffic levels 
be tightly controlled. Just as a student pilot can never be expected to deal with a heavy volume of 
complex tasks simultaneously until they are ready, neither can a student ATC. So, restrictions this year 
not only helped us in days of short staffing, but they directly related to our two traineeÕs success. We 
donÕt want to impose them, but they exists for reasons I hope you now see. You - our users - being 
considerate and patient during these times indirectly helped us achieve a higher staffing level, which will 
lead to less future restrictions, and better service. Again, full circle, and a good demonstration of how it 
takes a community working together to achieve positive results.


Speaking of bringing a community together, a lot of work has already started behind the scenes putting 
together another year of PrepAIR, our pilot refresher seminars. Exciting new formats, presenters, topics 
and locations will be introduced this year - stay tuned for updates in these pages in the new year, and 
watch prepair.ca for all the latest news. 


Happy holidays to all!
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Tower Talk

Hello everyone, 

As I sit and write this during an evening break 
from ATC duties, finally finding a chance to 
contribute again to these pages, we look back 
on another year at YYJ and forward to a new 
one. From our viewpoint at the tower, it has 
been a busy, dynamic, and gratifying year. Some 
challenges overcome, others works in progress 
- as is life! After a cold and snowy start to the 
year, our weather turned into one of the driest 
and most consistent seasons for VFR in memory. 
Interrupting this stretch was an eerie, smoke-
filled two weeks in August, one that certainly 
impacted us as well as many of you readers. It 
isn’t often that we see 3 SM of flight visibility, 
with thousands of feet of vertical visibility, in 
the middle of summer. Fortunately it was only 
temporary, and a lovely late summer has now 
given way to very typical fall weather. 

At this time of year we think perhaps most in 
retrospect. Many things stand out for me, but 
above all else, I would like to both personally, 
and on behalf of all of us here at YYJ tower, 
thank each and every pilot that has done their 
best flying in our airspace this year. I know this 
has been especially trying at times due to short 
staffing restrictions that we were forced to 
impose, causing delays, plans to be changed, and 
a heightened requirement of patience. I am proud 
of our local flying community, especially the flying 
schools, with how understanding you have been, 
both on and off air. As you may know (or at least 
have heard via new voices), we have two new 
qualifications this fall as YYJ ATCs. We are very 
proud of both Ryan, who came to us from the 
Area Control Centre in Surrey as an IFR controller, 
and Mike, whom has come full circle back to 
Victoria from ATC at Pitt Meadows Tower after 

beginning his flying career here. Mike and I both 
worked together as instructors at VFC (sorry Mike, 
probably dating us a bit!), and it’s great to once 
again be reunited. So, full circle indeed. Both Mike 
and Ryan have worked extremely hard to earn 
their licences here, and some credit is due to the 
patience all of you users have shown. Training in 
aviation - be it towards a pilot or ATC qualification 
- is not an easy thing. I don’t have to tell you that. 
Training at a complex site like Victoria is even 
more of a challenge. Because of the need to have 
our ATC students progress in a deliberate and 
non-overwhelming manner, it is essential that at 
times, traffic levels be tightly controlled. Just as a 
student pilot can never be expected to deal with 
a heavy volume of complex tasks simultaneously 
until they are ready, neither can a student ATC. So, 
restrictions this year not only helped us in days of 
short staffing, but they directly related to our two 
trainees' success. We don’t want to impose them, 
but they exist for reasons I hope you now see. 
You - our users - being considerate and patient 
during these times indirectly helped us achieve 
a higher staffing level, which will lead to fewer 
future restrictions, and better service. Again, full 
circle, and a good demonstration of how it takes a 
community working together to achieve positive 
results. 

Speaking of bringing a community together, a lot 
of work has already started behind the scenes 
putting together another year of PrepAIR, our 
pilot refresher seminars. Exciting new formats, 
presenters, topics and locations will be introduced 
this year - stay tuned for updates in these pages 
in the new year, and watch prepair.ca for all the 
latest news.  

Happy holidays to all!



	 Returning Spring 2018. Go to prepair.ca to register your 
interest in our TC certiÞed refresher events. 

PrepAIR. Safer Together.  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      A proud presentation of

Tower Talk
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Member Achievements

New Members
Cody Meinema
Cora Mueller-Blackwell
Frederick Doucette
Keenan Giles
Kris Gadareh
Mengsha Liu
Noah Olsen
Peter Jackson

First Solo
Lindsey Romkes

PPL Licence
Dylan Pitcher
Whitney Forde

PPL Written
Andrew Burchett

SAMRA/SARON
Luc Arsenault

Lindsey Romkes
Instructor: Andrew Kott

"Without disruption of air traffic, these fearless, forthright, indomitable and 
courageous individuals did venture into the wild blue yonder in flying machines.  

Furthermore, these skillful individuals did safely land said flying machines at Victoria 
International Airport, incurring no significant damage to self or machine, thus 

completing first solo flights.”  

VFC smile cards 
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC office, and 5% of your grocery purchase will go towards creat-
ing scholarships and awards for VFC members. Since the autumn of 2005, the Victoria Flying 
Club has received over $18,000 from the Thrifty Foods Smile Card program.  These funds have been 
appreciated by all members of the club.  Thank you Thrifty Foods!

First Solos 
and 

Member 
Achievements



courtesy of  

YOUR FREE 1-YEAR MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES: 

12 ISSUES OF COPA FLIGHT: THE LATEST NEWS IN AVIATION WITHIN YOUR  
COMMUNITY AND ACROSS CANADA 

 ACCESS TO COPA’S MEMBERS ONLY SECTION WITH TOOLS, CLASSIFIED ADS, JOB 
POSTINGS, HOW-TO-GUIDES, AND MUCH MORE! 

 LEARN ABOUT GENERAL AVIATION ACROSS CANADA INCLUDING: UPCOMING 
EVENTS, PLACES TO FLY, AND CONNECT WITH FELLOW AVIATORS 

 To take advantage of this offer you must: 

Provide proof of enrollment from a Canadian Flight Training Unit or 

Provide an instructor’s endorsement stating current training being undertaken and 

Have not previously held a COPA membership 

Unlock the benefits of your membership: 

SIGN UP TODAY! 

visit our website HTTPS://WWW.COPANATIONAL.ORG 

TO ADVANCE, PROMOTE, AND PRESERVE THE CANADIAN FREEDOM TO FLY 
Canadian Owners and Pilots Association 

75 Albert St. Suite 903 Ottawa, ON K1P 5E7 
613-236-4901 | copa@copanational.org | www.copanational.org 

@COPAnational 
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The COPA Flight 6 Board consists of:

Flight Captain (President): Rob Shemilt 
Co-Captain (Vice President): Allan Rempel 
Navigator (Treasurer): Art Reitsma

The November COPA Flight 6 meeting was our Annual 
General Meeting and ten members participated. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM. As we run a 
fairly informal format at COPA Flight 6, most of the 
evening was centred around the past years' events 
and planning for the coming year. Participation and 
membership in COPA Flight 6 is free to any pilot or 
non-pilot, but we have a great core of regulars and 
those who participate when they can. 

As we worked our way through the AGM business, our 
scrutineer called three times from the floor asking for 
anyone wishing to serve on the board of directors of 
COPA Flight 6. We had a steady stream of hands go 
up from those wishing to get involved. After I pinched 
myself realizing this was a dream and that I wouldn't 
be replaced as President, I came to my senses and 
realized I was in for another 12 months as Captain 
(President). This will be my fourth consecutive term 
and I'm beginning to wonder if we shouldn't adopt 
the American political system rules of two terms and 
you're out. Along with myself, returning as COPA 
Flight 6 directors are Co-Captain (Vice-President) 
Allan Rempel and Treasurer Art Reitsma. Along with 
these three positions Brent Yager has offered to 
maintain the COPA Flight 6 blog page at copaflight6.
blogspot.ca. In all seriousness, as a long time member 
of the Canadian Owners & Pilots Association I value 
my membership and everything the National board of 

directors and management do in keeping our freedom 
to fly. I also appreciate everyone's help over the past 
three years in growing our local chapter as a source of 
camaraderie and knowledge for General Aviation. The 
meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

As part of the planning process at our AGM the 
membership put forth the following ideas for future 
meetings:

CYYJ Tower Tour
CYWH Harbour Radio Tower Tour
Tour of CYYJ Fire Rescue Centre
Astronaut candidate Jay Cullen
Medical Aviation Examiner - CAME
Aircaft Maintenance- AME
UVic Unmanned Airel Program
Tour Shell FBO
Tour of Grumman Mallard
Formation Flying
CASARA 

COPA Flight 6 would also like to resurrect the popular 
Fly Out Bug events and the following suggestions 
include:

Conair/Cascade tour Abbotsford
Hope Field
Port Hardy
Tofino
Qualicum lunch
Canadian Museum of Flight Langley 

Rob Shemilt
Captain - President 
COPA Flight 6
Email: copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog: copaflight6.blogspot.ca

FLY-OUT BUG 
COPA Flight 6

COPA Quadrant 



Ground School Schedule
December 2017

www.islandblue.com

Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC  V8V 3K3  Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC  V8L 2X2  Tel: 250-656-1233

print & imaging

book printing

art & framing

The Victoria Flying Club operates a charter service to a variety of 
destinations the lower BC area. VFC Charter offers inexpensive, 
timely, and direct transportation to places not serviced by other 
commercial carriers.

The charter service is an on-demand operation (no set schedules) 
and is operational in day VFR conditions. Please contact us for 
more information on destinations and costs.

For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com

Call: 1-778-350-3213

VFC CHARTER SERVICE - BE THERE IN MINUTES!

Private Pilot Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.

DATE TOPIC INSTRUCTOR

Dec 4 Meteorology III Sean

Dec 6 Meteorology IV Sean

Dec 11 Meteorology V Sean

Dec 13 Meteorology VI Sean

Dec 18 Airframes & Engines Stephan

Dec 20 Systems & Flight Instruments Stephan

Dec 25 - Jan 3 NO CLASS - HOLIDAY BREAK N/A

Jan 8 Flight Operations I Eugene

Jan 10 Flight Operations II Eugene

Ground School Course: $350

Ground School Kit: $275

Learn to Fly package: $675

Call Customer Service at 250 656 2833 to register for Ground School today!
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Ground School Schedule
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