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VFC News

News Around the Club

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Each year in the November issue of The Patrician,
the Victoria Flying Club takes time to recognize
its connection to Canada's military. CYYJ sits
on the former RCAF Station Patricia Bay, and
the VFC occupies the location used by the RAF
during WWII. It was because of the efforts of the
returning pilots of both WWI and WWII that VFC
came about and continues to exist until this day.

William 'Nick' Carter, a WWI flying ace, was
the first president and Sydney Pickles, also with
military background, the instructor. Operations
of the VAC were suspended during WWII, but in
1946, pilots who had returned home after war
service revived the Club, with the incorporation of
the Victoria Flying Club happening on November
16th, 1946. Dave Duncan, a WWII veteran, was
the first instructor.

The Victoria Flying Club's progenitor was the
Victoria Aero Club, started in the 1920s. Alfred

To this day, the VFC still has many armed forces
personnel as flying members. As well, (continued)

Images: Above, photo from Dan Waldie, the newly dedicated 'Lost Airmen of the Empire' monument on Hospital Hill at
CYYJ. Left, A. W. 'Nick' Carter. Photo from http://www.theaerodrome.com/aces/canada/carter2.php. Centre, Sydney
Pickles with his Bleriot Monoplane, who was chief instructor for the Victoria Aero Club. Right, Dave Duncan, WWII
veteran and VFC's first flying instructor.
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VFC News

NEWS AND EVENTS
NOV 4

Nanaimo Flying Club Fly-In brunch

NOV 7

COPA Flight 6 meeting and AGM

NOV 11

Remembrance Day.
Aircraft rental discounts all day!

NOV 16

VFC celebrates 71 years of
incorporation!

Is your aviation-related event not listed?
Let us know at news@flyvfc.com.

AIRCRAFT RENTAL
DISCOUNT HOURS
We are pleased to offer rental discounts on
holidays. VFC does not offer flight training
on statutory holidays, so the aircraft are fully
available for recreational rentals. Book your
plane early to avoid disappointment!
VFC also offers discounted rental rates during
evening and early morning hours, as well as on
all Saturdays and Sundays. As an added bonus,
the early morning and late evening hours are
generally quieter at our busy airport, the winds
are often calmer, and those sunrises and sunsets
are unmatched. Don't miss out!
Discount Details:

the VFC is involved in Cadet training, supporting
future air force pilots, and the Club and 443 Squadron
across the airfield maintain a close relationship.
This month, we wish to honour all military personnel.
We thank all veterans, past, present and future, for
their service. We will not forget.
FROM THE OFFICE
The colder part of the year is upon us! Fall and
winter flying requires closer attention to detail when
checking out meteorological conditions and planning
for flights. Ice and frost on critical surfaces of aircraft
require extra time for removal, so be sure to arrive
early for your airplane booking to check things over. If
you suspect ice or frost on the aircraft, the line crew
will be happy to take care of it for you. Also, have a
de-icing plan for when you arrive at your destination.
Feel free to ask us at the office for any assistance you
might require.
With the earlier darkness, now is a great time to
complete your night rating! Talk to your instructor
today to get it going, and take advantage of the quiet
hours pricing. If you have booked a flight that will
occur after hours, please call the office while staff is
there to make the appropriate arrangements.
If you are a student with a goal of getting your CPL,
you can claim some of your training on your income
tax forms. Stay tuned in the next Patrician for the tax
forms.
DAKOTA CAFE
During November, buy five coffees at the Dakota Cafe
and get the sixth one free!

Monday to Friday, 1700–0930
$10/hr rental discount, or
0.2 simulator time credit per hour of flight
(approximate value $20)

THE LITTLE PILOT SHOP
Christmas is around the corner, and we've got the
gear your friends want! From gift certificates to IPad
mounts to jackets and so much more, come check out
what you can stuff your stockings with!

Saturday and Sunday, 1700–0930
$15/hr rental discount, or
0.3 simulator time credit per hour of flight
(approximate value $30)

Have news or a story to tell? Email us at
flyvfcmarketing@gmail.com for a chance to have your
news or story published in The Patrician.
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News
Women VFC
in Aviation

The VFC Mentor Program
Contributed by Colin Williamson, VFC Secretary

You might remember reading an article in the
August 2017 Patrician entitled "The Social Side
of Aviation." The article made a very good point:
"Flying with other pilots is a great way to learn,
to share what you've learned and to make new
friends who share your passion (obsession) with
aviation and airplanes." For me, this has certainly
been true. I have learned so much from the other
pilots I've flown with, and I'm a better pilot because
of it.

for that leg. For example, if you are PIC going to
Pemberton and it takes 1.5 hours and the mentor is
PIC coming back and it takes 1.6 then you pay for
1.5 hours and the mentor pays 1.6. It’s that simple!
What’s cool is that you get to be in the plane for
3.1 hours on a great flight and only pay for 1.5 in
this example.
The Mentor Program is designed to be quite
flexible. For example, we could add an extra pilot
and leg to our Pemberton trip and instead fly from
Victoria to Pemberton, swap pilots, fly down to
Chilliwack and swap to our third pilot to fly home.
Each pilot pays for their leg but gets an awesome
flight out of the deal!

VFC wants to make it easier for you to find fellow
pilots to fly with, split the cost of flights, share
knowledge on how to do things, give you some
help getting into a new airport for the first time and
so on. And let's not forget the social side. Having
someone to chat with as the miles pass makes the
flight more enjoyable, especially when you've got
someone to talk to who shares your interest in
flying.

We should also mention that you don’t need to be
a new pilot to fly with us. Even if you have 20,000
hours of flying and are just looking for someone to
fly with let us know. We’re happy to fly with you,
and no doubt you can show us a thing or two!

We're calling it The VFC Mentor Program. The
pilots in the mentor program are VFC members and
they are recreational pilots who routinely fly the
aircraft in the Club's fleet. They have a wide range
of qualifications, knowledge and experience and are
happy to share their experiences with other pilots,
especially new pilots who are just beginning to
explore the wonders of aviation.

Interested? Our mentors have their resumes
posted on a special VFC Mentors bulletin board
beside the Dispatch counter. Each mentor's resume
includes their contact details, or you can email:
mentors@flyvfc.com for more information.

Here’s how the program works. When
you want to fly with a mentor all you
do is send an e-mail to our group email
address (see below for address) stating
when you would like to go flying. One
of our mentors will get back to you
promptly and work with you to organize
the details. After that it’s as simple
as meeting at VFC and going flying.
Financially we keep it very simple –
whoever is PIC for a leg of the flight pays
Aviation Excellence Since 1946

4

November 2017

Feature Article

Medals and Memories
Personal Reflections

Contributed by Eleanor Eastick, VFC member, former editor of The Patrician
When I was a little kid, we called Remembrance
Day by its informal name, Poppy Day. It wasn't
a holiday way back then and still is not in some
Canadian provinces. In those days, on November
11th at the stroke of 11 AM lights dimmed in
shops and offices and a respectful hush settled
everywhere. In schools, pencils were put down
and the world stood still as two minutes of silence
were observed in which to remember the fallen
and those who had fought and risked their lives for
peace.

memory for the adults. Most of us had fathers
who had been in the services; some had not come
back, leaving behind a young widow and a child
or two. There was a camaraderie amongst the
surviving vets, but they kept their experiences to
themselves and got on with living.
Lest We Forget - November 11th, 1918 at 11 AM
marked the end of the First World War and the
following year, 1919, Armistice Day was observed
in the British Empire. But it was a day to recall
political and military events that led to victory
rather than a time to remember the men and
women who fought and died for that victory.

We had been taught in school what Remembrance
Day was about, but couldn't grasp it. We had
learned by heart "In Flanders Fields the poppies
blow..." without any real understanding of the
poignant words. As children we had our whole
lives ahead of us; we had no direct experience
of the horrors of warfare. At our young age it
was impossible to relate to what our parents
and others had been through; WWII was only
ten years in the past and was a fresh and living

In Canada from 1921 to 1930, Parliament decreed
Armistice Day to be observed on the Monday of
the week of November 11th, combining it with
the Thanksgiving holiday. It was a poor idea. The
dual-purpose holiday was devoted more to joyful
overeating than to remembrance; the meaning of
Armistice Day was eclipsed.

Photos from Eleanor's father's war album. 1. Taken after Dad had a private talk with General "Ike" Eisenhower, later
president of the US. The talk was top secret and about armaments in the RCAF. Dad is third from the right and on the
General's immediate left. 2. This is a crashed German Focke-Wulf in Normandy after D-Day. Time for a sing-song. 3.
Stack of bombs with my Dad, Flight Lieutenant JW Cantelon inspecting one of them. Taken in Surrey, UK and stamped on
November 2017
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There was little public participation as WWI
vets and their families gathered at churches and
cenotaphs to honour the fallen. Many Canadians,
especially the vets, made a push for a separate
remembrance of wartime sacrifices, a day not
combined with the Thanksgiving holiday. The
government heard their pleas; Armistice Day
was renamed Remembrance Day in 1931, to be
celebrated on November 11th. (Thanksgiving was
moved to another day, but it wasn't until 1957
that the second Monday in October became the
official holiday.)

Fairey Battle light bombers) were front-line aircraft.
Most of the fleet was for training. By war's end
the RCAF had become the Allies' fourth largest air
power; a quarter of a million personnel operated
86 squadrons with more than half of them fighting
in Europe and South-East Asia.

It is the passage of time that brings us to an
awareness and gratitude. Thus I am able to reflect
on what my father and his generation gave up in
their young lives as they fought on land, on sea
and in the air during WWII. Dad is gone now, one
of the last of his squadron, one of the thousands of
unsung heroes; he left behind a few war souvenirs
and a photographic record of his time overseas
with the RCAF. The many photos are inscribed
with dates, places and names, providing a vicarious
glimpse into a horrific time.

He spent most of the war at the European front
specializing in armaments, "bombing up" planes.
Dad finished his time overseas in 1945 with the
143 Wing and its Typhoons which operated close
to the front as low level fighters. Flight Lieutenant
JW Cantelon was one of the lucky ones who came
home; ten thousand RCAF personnel were killed in
air raids over Germany or died in prison camps.

My father had enlisted in Canada's tiny air force
at the age of 19 with WWII on the horizon.
The RCAF was not a major military force at that
time with 4,000 regular personnel and only 230
aeroplanes of which 29 (19 Hurricanes and 10

Dad's squadron shivered through the freezing
winter of 1939/40 in Halifax dismantling and
packing aircraft for shipment to Britain. He
celebrated his 21st birthday on a troop ship
steaming for England.

Remembrance Day is a day of ceremony and
significance for Canadians of all ages with an evergrowing attendance at cenotaphs and memorial
events across the country. It is a time for all of
us to show our gratitude for our freedom lest we
forget the fallen, the sacrifices, and the hardships
endured by all who served their country in war and
in peace.

the back, "certified as passed by censor, press and censorship bureau." 4. Humour in France – three unnamed guys with
a bit of humour on the Normandy beaches after D-Day. 5. Dad's medals, including the MBE and a small pic of Mom and
Dad in their twenties, after the war. The brass Spitfire, a piece of trench art might have been made by Dad, filed from a
glob of melted shell casing.
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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The Great Airplane Race of '43
Contributed by Doug Rollins, Historian
In times of war, an Air Force squadron becomes a
tight Band Of Brothers; fiercely proud, mutually
supportive and protective of their personnel,
equipment, and role. During the Second World
War, two of the most aggressively assertive
squadrons based at RCAF Station Patricia Bay
were 135 and 149 Squadrons. 135 was the
famed Bulldog Squadron and it strutted its stuff
with the reliable Hawker Hurricane fighter,
suitably decorated with its colourful Bulldog
nose art. And just in case anyone didn’t get the
message, 135 Squadron also hung a large Bulldog
pennant in their Officers Mess and plastered the
logo on their personal floatation devices. They
even paraded a live bulldog mascot; appropriately
named King, after the Canadian Prime Minister.
The Bulldogs had ruled the roost at Pat Bay ever
since they arrived on 5 October 1942. However,
that all changed in June of 1943. 149 Squadron
was a Pat Bay Bomber Reconnaissance Squadron
and it, too, was staffed with fliers who were

November 2017

young, aggressive and self-confident. They
also sported a flashy logo; a half wolf, half fish
cartoon character that carried a bomb. Initially
the Bulldogs brushed off these irritating newbies,
but 149 Squadron became a serious challenger in
June of 1943, when they re-equipped their creaky
Beauforts with sleek Lockheed Venturas. These
were the newest Lockheed medium bombers off
the production line in Burbank, California, and the
Venturas were agile, capable, and fast.
In fact, in mock combat exercises held regularly
over waters surrounding their base, it was not
unusual for a Ventura to outrun an intercepting
Hurricane. This would seem unlikely as the singleseat Hurricane Mark XII fighter weighed 5,685 lbs
empty and was powered by a liquid cooled 1,300
Hp Packard Merlin29 engine. It boasted a speed
of around 340 mph [547 km/h] at 21,000 feet.
Meanwhile, the Lockheed Ventura Mark V G.R.
was a much larger, twin-engine medium bomber
with a crew of four. While it was powered by
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twin dual-row Pratt & Whitney R-2800-31 radial
engines with 2,000 hp each, the Ventura weighed
9161 kg empty and had a maximum speed of
322 mph [518 km/h] at 15,000 ft. But the thickwinged Hurricane was slower at low altitudes, and
the current models were beginning to show their
age, having been built in early 1942 and subjected
to the wear and tear of life in a fighter squadron.
Thus, the newer Venturas were a close match in
speed for the Hurricane.
For weeks, arguments about which was the
faster machine grew in intensity in the messes,
hangars and barracks. Finally it was decided to
settle the matter with an aircraft race for the
bragging rights. Each squadron busied itself with
preparations for the big contest; they selected
their fastest machine, made sure it was tuned to
the hilt, and nominated their pilot. The Bulldogs
were going with F/L Harley, an experienced pilot
who was popular with the group. Meanwhile,
149 went all-out; their machine would have its six
machine guns and all extra gear stripped out, and
they would fly with only a pilot and a Wireless
Operator-Aerial Gunner. Their pilot was a Vega
test-pilot from the Lockheed factory. Naturally,
there was huge interest on the base about the
impending show-down, and many dollars were
unofficially wagered on the outcome.

Aviation Excellence Since 1946

Just past 1 pm on 28 July 1943 the Hurricane
and the Ventura formated at 8,000 feet over the
city of Nanaimo, on Vancouver Island, almost
directly across from Vancouver. The pair made a
single circuit around the city and as they passed
over the harbor they put throttles to the firewall
and blazed off on a direct line towards RCAF
Station Sea Island, just south of Vancouver and
about 40 miles away. For the aerial drag-race, a
corridor had been cleared of air-traffic and the
first past the control tower would be the winner.
Engines screaming, the pair tore full-tilt across
Juan de Fuca Strait and ran neck and neck for
most of the race. The local Radio Direction Finder
[Radar] Station at Pat Bay passed regular reports
to personnel, which were eagerly followed, such
that the base practically came to a complete
halt. Finally, after an intense 7-minute run,
the Hurricane flashed over the control tower a
few hundred yards ahead of the Ventura. The
Bulldogs had prevailed, but it was close!
That evening the Bulldogs celebrated long and
loud in their messes. However, the victory
party did not last long; within three weeks both
squadrons were transferred to Alaska. There they
participated in the Aleutian Campaign against
Imperial Japan and continued their rivalry in a
more remote setting.
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Capitalizing on Canada's Pilot Shortage
Contributed by Jeff Lightheart, Upfront Aviation, VFC graduate, former VFC instructor,
current WestJet pilot
You’ve heard people talk about something called a “Pilot
Shortage.” Is it real? When is it going to affect me? When
is the industry going to see the impact of this? How is
the industry going to attract new pilots?

aviation company as they keep losing their pilots. Think
of the industry as a food chain and you will see that
when one airline pilot is hired, a vacancy exists at the
pilot’s previous employer. A major US mainline carrier is
projecting 3500 pilots retiring in the year 2026 alone!
That is only eight years away and the industry is bracing
for the looming pilot shortage.

Yes the shortage is real, and it is here now. This problem
is not specific to North America; it is a worldwide issue.
The travelling public has an insatiable appetite for air
travel and with continued population growth worldwide,
there is no end in sight.

The aviation industry is famous for its feast or famine
cycle and currently it is feasting. What can the student
do to capitalize on this? Get your training finished as
soon as you can and get out into the industry. With
worldwide growth within the industry, it is hard to
imagine a slow down that could compare to the post
9/11 era, but only one thing is certain in aviation, and
that is uncertainty. None of us can predict the future.
You want to do your best to get a seat while the music is
playing.

A recent study of the average ages of pilots at various
North American carriers showed American Airlines in
the lead with an average age of 55 and WestJet Encore
at 32. The study consisted of 26 airlines, both regional
and mainline, and one thing is clear; a huge percentage
of pilots particularly in the US will be retiring in the
next ten years. Consider the fact that historically it took
about ten years for a pilot to get trained from private
pilot and progress to an airline, and you can quickly see
the problem. In recent years with the Canadian aviation
industry doing well, we have seen pilots getting jobs
quickly and progressing through to larger planes and
finally through to the airlines at rates never before seen.
While this is a good problem, it still is a problem that the
industry faces.

Those who know me probably know that I have had a
couple different careers before I even took my first flight
as a student pilot. Very few careers compare to that of
a pilot with respect to the diversity of the role. In order
to be successful at the highest level you need a diverse
range of skills that vary from technical knowledge about
the aircraft itself to interpersonal soft skills required
to deal with crew and passengers. These skills are not
taught in a classroom, but learned and earned along
the journey of your career in aviation, and through your
previous life experience. The people you meet in aviation
will become lifelong friends, and the places you go will
leave you in awe and wanting more.

In order to sustain this current market, most airlines,
in agreement with Transport Canada, have reduced
the minimum flight hours required to hire pilots. The
downside of this is that the experience level has dropped
amongst the new hires. I find the average age of people
I am flying with is around 30, which is in line with
the recent study. A by-product of this fact is that the
experience level is less. This doesn’t mean the newer
pilots are any less qualified, it simply means they didn’t
have thousands of hours on turboprops before coming
to a CARs 705 regional carrier. The training department
does an excellent job of presenting the required material
and bringing the newly hired pilot up to speed in an
efficient manner. But these new candidates have to
work very hard during ground school.

On Friday Nov 10, I will be holding a seminar that will
show you how to get hired into the industry and start
earning money as a pilot. The seminar will provide you
with the skills and resources needed to get you the job
you need to progress quickly through the industry. You
will leave the seminar with a solid grasp of the players in
the industry and a plan to get you where you want to go.
Email or phone with any questions, and I look forward
to seeing you! upfrontaviation@gmail.com FB Upfront
Aviation 2508935661. Event details and ticket info will
be posted on my Facebook page soon. See you soon!

With the major Canadian carriers hiring pilots at a
record pace, it has placed a strain on almost every other
November 2017
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Capitalizing on Canada’s
Pilot Shortage:
Learn More About Canada’s Aviation Industry
Understand What Airlines Are Looking For
Create a Personalized Career Plan

Friday, November 10th
10am-3pm
YYJ FBO Shell Aerocentre
Registration: $90
Tickets available on eventbrite.ca
(search for UPFRONT AVIATION)

For More Information:
JEFF LIGHTHEART
upfrontaviation@gmail.com 250.893.5661
facebook.com/upfrontaviation

You’ve invested in your training.
It’s time to invest in your career!

Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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Weather to Fly
Considerations for flying in winter weather conditions
With winter's imminent approach, it is time once
again to give some consideration to the changing
weather and the unique challenges it presents
for pilots. Already this fall, some parts of BC have
experienced snow and ice. In the chart below
you will find the Victoria Flying Club minimums
for forecast weather and a few other tips for cold
Daytime
(minimum ceiling
and visibility)

weather flying. We are fortunate to live in an area
where year round flight training and recreational
flying are possible, but preparation and awareness
are still key to staying safe in the skies at any time
of year.
Be prepared for the unexpected!

Dual

Circuits
Local
X-Country

1000' AGL
1000' AGL
1500' AGL

3 SM
3 SM
6 SM

Solo

Circuits
Local
X-Country

1500' AGL
2500' AGL
2500' AGL

3 SM
6 SM
6 SM

Nighttime
(minimum ceiling
and visibility)

Dual or
Solo

Circuits
Local
X-Country

1500' AGL
2000' AGL
2500' AGL

3 SM
6 SM
6 SM

X-Wind

C-172

Take-off: 12 KT

Landing: 15 KT

Temperature

Flight operations at VFC shall cease when surface temperature is below -20° C

IFR

Take-off not to be commenced if the ceiling and visibility are below the landing
minima for the airport of departure.
Cruise legs will not be less than 500' below the freezing level.
Landing minima are as published in CAP.

Ice or frost

If you suspect frost or ice on the aircraft surface, the line crew will be happy to
take care of it for you.
Do NOT scrape the windshield with a credit card or anything else.
Ask the line crew to clear the ice or frost.

VFC smile cards
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC office, and 5% of your grocery purchase will go towards creating scholarships and awards for VFC members. Since the autumn of 2005, the Victoria Flying
Club has received over $18,000 from the Thrifty Foods Smile Card program. These funds have been
appreciated by all members of the club. Thank you Thrifty Foods!
November 2017
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The British Columbia Aviation Council
Promoting the Shared Interests of the BC Aviation Community Since 1938
BCAC Membership

The British Columbia Aviation Council, established
in 1938, is a member-driven organization that
represents and promotes the shared interests of
the aviation community.

Did you know? The Victoria Flying Club is a
Corporate Member of the BC Aviation Council. As
such, our students are eligible for a FREE annual
membership.

Aviation is critical to growing the BC economy and
the aviation sector supports British Columbians in
their everyday lives. It is the job of the BCAC, in
partnership with members, stakeholders, and the
community, to positively influence the well-being
of British Columbia’s aviation sector. It is only by
innovating and finding new ways to work together
will we see a visible, connected, and thriving
aviation and aerospace industry in BC.

Why have a membership with BCAC?
A membership with the BC Aviation Council
(BCAC) connects you to the aviation industry in
B.C., its past and present while allowing you to help
shape its future.
Since 1938, the BCAC has provided a platform for
its members to:

The British Columbia Aviation Council is a
charitable society established under the Society
Act.

• Learn more about the industry
• Grow a career or business in aviation and
aerospace
• Contribute to the voice of aviation in B.C.
• Connect through regular activities and events

Vision
An aviation and aerospace industry that is visible,
connected, and thriving.

The BCAC is also committed to supporting
education and learning within the aviation industry
through its annual scholarship awards to enable
growth and ensure skills meet and exceed industry
requirements.

Mission
To promote, stimulate and encourage the
development, growth and advancement of aviation
and aerospace in British Columbia.
Five Strategic Priorities for BCAC
1. Increasing Visibility
2. Contributing to the Development
of Aviation and Aerospace Policy
3. People: The Industry’s Future
4. Encouraging a Connected
Community with a Strong
Voice
5. Ensuring continued
Organizational Sustainability and
Financial Stability

Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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COPA Quadrant

FLY-OUT BUG
COPA Flight 6

with joystick and pedal controls, rotor blades whirling
overhead and a splendid view out, particularly down.
The cruise speed of around seventy knots is considerably
slower than the Robinson R22’s 95, but then running
costs for the Cavalon, particularly maintenance, will be
considerably cheaper. Replacement rotor blades cost
around $6,000 each and they are ‘lifed’ at 2,500 hours.

The COPA Flight 6 Board consists of:

Flight Captain (President): Rob Shemilt
Co-Captain (Vice President): Allan Rempel
Navigator (Treasurer): Art Reitsma
The October meeting of COPA Flight 6 was a tour of
member Gordon Hindle's hangar on the north side
of the Pat Bay field to see his Cavalon Gyrocopter,
one of 27 in Canada. Twenty-two members and
guests pored over this unusual looking aircraft. Also
on hand to answer questions was the Canadian
sales representative, David Sigier from AirProGyro in
Quebec.

Both Cavalon and the R22 require a significant outlay in
training − a minimum of 35 hours to convert a standard
PPL for ‘gyroplanes’ and 39 hours for helicopters.
Perhaps the major difference is the Cavalon needs a
runway of at least 1000 feet for takeoff, whereas the
R22 doesn’t. (In theory the Cavalon can land ‘on the
spot’, but in practice it usually needs a short runway for
landing as well as for takeoff.)

With credit to Nick Bloom from 'Pilot' magazine in the
U.K., is the following review of the Cavalon:

You can’t hover a Cavalon just above the ground and
there’s no collective, the lever in helicopters controlling
lift. This makes it easier to fly, but inevitably robs the
autogyro of some of the helicopter’s versatility.

The Cavalon is a most striking-looking aircraft. With its
egg-shaped pod, sharply pointed at front and rear, it
has a sci-fi look, the kind of thing Frank Hampson might
have pictured us all using instead of cars in the future
in his illustrations in Eagle comic in the 1950s. Sitting in
one in flight is not unlike sitting in a two-seat helicopter,
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The Cavalon has some superficial similarity to the old
RAF 2000 (two-seat kit built autogyro), but with two
major additions that make the aircraft far safer. The first
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COPA Quadrant
is a tail boom with horizontal tail surfaces, which improves
stability; the second is raising the rotor higher above the
fuselage.

One complication with autogyros is the advancing blades
on one side generate more lift than the retreating blades
on the other. Juan de la Cierva (inventor of the Autogiro in
1920) had a ‘Eureka moment’ in his development of these
aircraft when he came up with a simple automatic system
for correcting this − flapping hinges. However, this does
make autogyros with conventional anti-clockwise rotation
more efficient for single occupancy if the pilot sits in the
right-hand seat.

Essentially, autogyros achieve their pitch and roll control in
the same manner as weightshift microlights, by altering the
centre of gravity in relation to the ‘wing’. So the greater the
distance between ‘wing’ and centre of gravity, the greater
the control and stability.
There is a built-in pitch/power coupling in most autogyros:
the engine has to be mounted high to give clearance to
the propeller blades. Increasing power tends to pitch the
aircraft nose-down and any suggestion of negative G is
anathema to a lifting surface dependent on airflow from
below (which is what keeps the autogyro’s blades turning).
You can get away with having the thrust line on the
fuselage axis, but only if the rotors are considerably higher
still, as they are in the Cavalon.

The seats are comfortable and the cabin has a reasonably
high roof and roomy feel. There are no toe brakes and no
differential braking. Instead there’s a brake lever rather
cleverly combined with the centre console-mounted
throttle lever, allowing one-handed operation of both.

Fuel consumption is 4.49 gallons per hour, giving an
endurance of 5.5 hours, and a range of around 360nm.
There isn’t an internal steel tube structure: it’s a fully
monocoque carbon fibre composite shell, except for the
steel tube on which the three fins, tailplane and rudder are
mounted (there’s no elevator). This tube is kinked and has
a rubber ‘tail bumper’ on it. The Cavalon has a separate
mast, one of many hidden design features. The rotor blades
are aluminium. The blades in an autogyro are made to
turn by airflow from below, either because the aircraft is
descending (gliding) or because the rotor cone is tilted at an
angle of attack relative to flight. Autogyros cannot stall, but
if the blades aren’t rotating fast enough the aircraft will still
fall rapidly, at least until upward airflow restores lift and
control.

For additional information on the Cavalon in Canada, go
to http://airprogyro.com/.

The Cavalon is versatile, beautiful to look at, a pleasure to
fly and certain to turn heads wherever you go. It makes a
very acceptable substitute for a Robinson R22.

The next COPA Flight 6 meeting is Tuesday, November
7th. starting at 7:00 PM. and we meet at the Victoria
Flying Club pilot's lounge. This month's meeting will
be our Annual General Meeting, and we are looking
for members to step forward and get involved with
the COPA Flight 6 chapter. You neither need to be a
member of the Victoria Flying Club nor COPA National
to attend.
Email: copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog: copaflight6.blogspot.ca

Photo from
airprogyro.com/en/gyroplanes/cavalon
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Member Achievements

First Solos and
Member
Achievements

New Members
Andrew Lauriente
Ben Sweezey
Bentley Lowther
Corbin McCulloch
David Deeks
David Dominic
Karl Plasterer
Ken Miner
Ken Murray
Kevin Girvan
Murat Dikbas
Nicholas RossSmith
Philipp Sharikov
November 2017

Albena Ivanova
Instructor: Andrew Kott

Anton Nakazawa
Instructor: Silvia Zilker

Drake Bond
Instructor: Stephan Heinemann

Faber Figueroa
Instructor: Silvia Zilker

Ian Ferguson
Instructor: Andrew Kott

Sarah Kopriva
Sean Addie
Tracey Thomas
First Solo
Albena Ivanova
Anton Nakazawa
Drake Bond
Faber Figueroa
Ian Ferguson
PPL Licence
Kazuki Tanaka
Kevin Morran
Mami Iijima

PPL Written
David Lunn
Garret Westdorp
Russel Graham

BCAC'S SILVER WINGS AWARDS
VFC wishes to congratulate the winners of
the BC Aviation Council Silver Wings awards:
Natasha Shoebridge (Harbour Air Advanced
Float Plane Endorsement Scholarship) and
Nadia Scott (Anne & Rudy Bauer Memorial).

Float Rating
Charles Ayers
Katie Cowley
CPL Licence
Stuart Weaver
CPL Written
Sean Tucknott
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Member Achievements

Victoria Flying Club
Flight Training Awards Application Form
All current VFC students/members are eligible to apply for these awards. Applications
must be submitted to Gerry Mants in the VFC office by January 15, 2018.
Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________________ Cell Phone: ___________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________________
Please provide a brief statement describing how you plan to make use of the Flight Training
Award, and also outlining your future aviation ambitions:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
The Butler Flying Award

Michael Cooper-Slipper Award

Claude Butler served as president of the Victoria Flying
Club several times over the years. He was a successful
businessman, inventor, and a man with many visions. His
compassion and generosity knew no bounds. Claude
always referred affectionately to his loving wife Jean, who
was the Mayor of Central Saanich for several years, as “Her
Warship.” He asked “Her Warship,” in his last moments,
to do something memorable and worthwhile on his behalf
for the Victoria Flying Club and this is how the Butler Flying
Award was born.

Michael Cooper-Slipper was born in England January 11th
1921 and he joined the AF Squadron 605 equipped with
Hurricanes, at the tender age of 17. At 19 he was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross for valour during the Battle
of Britain. After the war he joined AVRO Canada and test
few the CF-100, CF-102, and Orenda powered F-86. He
also flew a modified B-47 as a test bed for the AVRO Arrow
Iroquois engine. After his career as a test pilot he embarked
on a career in aviation sales, first with de Havilland and then
with Field Aviation. Mike is survived by his wife Rita who
resides in Victoria.

Betty Wadsworth Scholarship
Betty Wadsworth joined the Victoria Flying Club in 1958 and
was active in the support of general aviation all her life. As
a director of COPA and a member of such organizations
as BC Aviation Council and the Western Canada Aviation
Museum of Flight and Transportation, her contributions have
been recognized by numerous awards and citations. Betty
Wadsworth maintained her connection with the Victoria
Flying Club where she learned to fly, and when she died in
April 1986 she left a portion of her estate to the Club. Since
1991, the interest from this grant has been awarded each
year to further a member’s training, qualifications, or skills at
the Victoria Flying Club.
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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Brian Smedley Award
Brian began his aviation career as an Aviation Mechanic for
the Flying Fireman. This led him to become a pilot for the
Flying Fireman followed by the BC Government Air Services.
After 24 years with the BC Government, Brian flew for
Ainsworth Lumber in 100 Mile House, BC. After retirement
from flying, Brian was able to follow his lifelong dream to
become a cowboy. He worked for many ranches in the
Cariboo his last one being the 112 Mile Ranch.

November 2017

FleetCaptain

FleetCaptain Corner
FleetCaptain

Dispatch Weather
Every pilot needs to verify that the weather is
suitable for the intended mission. So as a
convenience, we now show the weather at
dispatch time directly on the Flight Authority
form. When the form is generated, current and
forecast conditions are placed under the weight
and balance graph. Each reported time
segment is coded by the weather service
provider, and FleetCaptain assigns a colour to
the code:
Green
Blue
Red
Purple

FleetCaptain gathers and stores dispatch-time
weather at CYYJ, Victoria Harbour, Nanaimo
and Boundary Bay - quietly squirrelling the
information away for another day. What will we
do with it? Maybe we can add it to enhanced
pilot training records, or use it as part of
currency data. We could answer questions
such as: What is the highest wind Don has
seen in the past 12 months? (3 knots 😎😎)

-

VFR
Marginal VFR
IFR
Low IFR

We might determine how different weather
conditions affect our training patterns.
Things to think about…
P.S. ItÕs probably best to avoid ßying in
purple weather without Þrst checking out a
pair of 3D virtual reality synthetic vision
goggles from dispatch. 😁😁 Or just wait for
better weather. Or take the simulator for a
ride!

Steve Demy

ATPL, ATP (multi), B. Eng. (Electrical)
Victoria Flying Club - Director
Columbia 300 owner
FleetCaptain - Founder
sndaviation.com
November 2017
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Ground School Schedule
November 2017
Private Pilot Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.
DATE

TOPIC

INSTRUCTOR

Nov 1

ATC

Andrew

Nov 6

Review

Andrew

Nov 8

Canadian Aviation Regulations &
Licencing I

Mike

Nov 13

NO CLASS - Remembrance Day long
weekend

N/A

Nov 15

Canadian Aviation Regulations &
Licencing II

Mike

Nov 20

Aerodynamics & Theory of Flight

Andrew

Nov 22

Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making

Silvia

Nov 27

Meteorology I

Sean

Nov 29

Meteorology II

Sean

Ground School Course: $350
Ground School Kit: $275
Learn to Fly package: $675
Call Customer Service at 250 656 2833 to register for Ground School today!
VFC CHARTER SERVICE - BE THERE IN MINUTES!
The Victoria Flying Club operates a charter service to a variety of
destinations the lower BC area. VFC Charter offers inexpensive,
timely, and direct transportation to places not serviced by other
commercial carriers.

print & imaging

The charter service is an on-demand operation (no set schedules)
and is operational in day VFR conditions. Please contact us for
more information on destinations and costs.

art & framing
book printing
Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC V8V 3K3 Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC V8L 2X2 Tel: 250-656-1233

For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com
Call: 1-778-350-3213
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