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With the intent to enhance 
awareness, and to continue to 
develop and encourage Best 
Practices amongst our Pilots, 
CADORS Corner continues for 
the month of June with a com-
pilation of the past months Civil 
Aviation Daily Occurrence Re-
porting System Reports.  Where 
applicable, CADORs Corner 
provides strategies in an effort 
to assist Club Pilots in avoiding 
similar occurrences themselves.

For the month of June, we will 
be focussing on Airspace, and 
Traffic Considerations.  While it’s 
important to note that the major-
ity of VFC’s CADORs reports re-
sult from Airspace violations, the 
two CADORs reports involving 
VFC aircraft during the month of 
May did not result in contraven-
tions of the CARs.  However 
these reports highlight the real-
ity that Victoria is located within 
one of Canada’s most complex 
Airspace structures due to our 
richly diverse and dense traffic 
environment.  From Airliners to 
Cargo Freighters, Seaplanes 
to Helicopters, Military Aircraft 
to Corporate Jets, Medevac to 
Charter Flights, General Avia-
tion to Flight Training, we find 
ourselves flying in an airspace 
amongst all ‘Power driven 
Heavier-than-air Aircraft’.

In order to ensure the safe and 
efficient movement of all of this 
Air Traffic, NAV CANADA over 

time, has structured above us 
a variegated three-dimensional 
airspace with texture and defini-
tion tailored to meet geographi-
cal features and a diverse traffic 
climate.  Understanding the 
subtle nuances within this air-
space can be akin to learning to 
communicate in a new language 
while immersed in their cultural 
environment.  This is why it is 
paramount prior to any flight 
around Victoria to carefully study 
the VFR Terminal Area Chart 
prior to venturing out on a local 
or cross country flight.

Those who know me have prob-
ably heard me say: 

“Learning to fly is easy…  
Learning who to talk to, what 
to say; and when to say it is 
the hard part!”  

You’ll hear stories from airport 
‘Ole Timers echoing in the 
corners of hangars and coffee 
shops:  “When I learned to fly, I 
soloed in 5 hours…” amusingly 
enough these stories usually 
always end with: “And when I 

got my Licence, the Government 
gave me $175 back!”  Interest-
ingly enough these stories are 
true, however back in the day 
there were far more accidents 
and a far less complicated 
Airspace structure and virtually 
non-existent procedures.  Sadly 
though, most of these ‘Ole Tim-
ers gave up flying because the 
Airspace and associate proce-
dures became so complicated or 
confusing that their joy of what 
they remembered about flying 
evaporated.

Today Tower & Terminal Air-
space procedures exist out of 
necessity to keep us all safe.  
Besides several responsibilities, 
Air traffic Controllers are there 
to assist in guiding us safely and 
expeditiously (commensurate 
with safety) through this complex 
airspace.  Rather than propagat-
ing the philosophy that Tower 
and Terminal are a ‘Monstrous 
Evil’; attempt to embrace the 
reality that they are a valuable 
resource to be used as a facet of 
your personal flight safety.
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The two CADORs reports de-
tailed below involved VFC air-
craft which generated a Proxim-
ity Concern, or a Traffic Collision 
Avoidance System (TCAS) 
Resolution Advisory (RA) with 
Transport Category Aircraft.  
Had these VFC Aircraft not been 
in contact with the appropriate 
Air Traffic Control unit, beyond 
obvious safety considerations, a 
violation of airspace cold have 
resulted, and a monetary penalty 
could have been imposed by 
Transport Canada Enforcement. 

2013P0547 - Proximity / 
TCAS Alert / Loss of Separa-
tion / Near-Midair Collision

A Pacific Coastal Airlines SAAB 
340 (PCO340T) was on a vec-
tor from Nanaimo, BC (CYCD) 
to Vancouver, BC (CYVR) at 
3000 feet. A Victoria flying club 
Cessna 152 (C-GUZR) on a 
VFR local flight from Victoria, BC 
(CYYJ) crossed traffic indicating 
2500 feet was passed 2 times 
to PCO340T. After PCO340T 
appeared to have passed the 
VFR traffic PCO340T reported in 
a TCAS climb to 3500 feet. No 
impact on any other traffic and 
PCO340T descended back to 
3000 feet.

2013P0542 - Proximity / 
TCAS Alert / Loss of Separa-
tion / Near-Midair Collision

A Jazz Aviation de Havilland 
(JZA8080) from CYYJ to Van-
couver, BC (CYVR) reported a 
TCAS RA from a Victoria Flying 
Club Cessna 172 (C-GJZB) who 
was visual with JZA8080 and 
passing behind. No operational 
impact. 

Strategies to avoid Airspace 
Violations:

1. Study your VFR Terminal 
Area Chart prior to embarking on 
your flight; anticipate who you 
must talk to and where you must 
talk to them.  Note every Control 
Zone, Airspace Terminal Control 
Area Boundary, and Castellated 
Frequency Change-Over line 
prior to your departure.

2. If necessary, prior to flight 
ask someone who knows.   Ask 
a Flight Instructor, another Pilot, 
or if necessary advise ATC that 
you are unfamiliar with their Air-
space.

3. Use the opportunity of 
your Annual Check Flight to 
discuss the Airspace structure 
or any changes to it with your 
Instructor.

4. Avoid ‘Free Styling’ (flying 
with reckless abandon) through 
airspace that you have never 
flown in, and or are unfamiliar 
with.

5. When in doubt make 
a call to ATC; if it’s the wrong 
agency, any Terminal Controller 
will provide you with the correct 
frequency for whom you must 
contact.

6. Plan a ‘Reconnaissance 
Flight’ by yourself or with an-
other pilot prior to embarking on 
a sightseeing flight with friends 
and family, or use only standard 
routes of flight that you are famil-
iar with.

7. Keep in mind passengers 
will be naturally excited about 
everything they are experienc-
ing on their flight with you, be 
careful not to get caught up in 
the conversation at the expense 
of violating airspace.   Use the 
‘Pilot Isolate’ switch to remove 
yourself from the conversation.

8. Though less fun for ev-
eryone, consider operating with 
a ‘Sterile Cockpit’, this means 
that everyone in the aircraft 
refrains from engaging in non-
essential conversations while 
you are operating within a Con-
trol Zone or Terminal Airspace in 
an attempt to avoid distractions 
and missed radio calls.

Always Remember: 

You must establish two-way con-
tact prior to entering the dimen-
sions of any Control Zone, or 
Controlled Airspace depicted on 
the chart.  If you don’t, you will 
generate a CADORs Report.

Mix ignorance with arrogance at low altitude 
and the results are almost guaranteed to be 
spectacular.

— Bruce Landsberg, Executive Director of the 
AOPA Air Safety Foundation.


