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CADORS 
CORNER 
By: Graham Palmer, CFI 

With the intent to enhance aware-
ness, and to continue to develop 
and encourage Best Practices 
amongst our Pilots, CADORS Cor-
ner continues for the month of July 
with a compilation of the Victoria 
Flying Club’s June Civil Aviation 
Daily Occurrence Reporting System 
Reports.  Where applicable, CA-
DORs Corner provides strategies 
in an effort to assist Club Pilots in 
avoiding similar occurrences them-
selves.

For the month of July, we continue 
with a discussion of Airspace, 
reviewing the airspace to the North 
of CYYJ over the Gulf Islands, as 
well as highlighting the importance 
of understanding and acknowledg-
ing regular and modified departure 
procedures.  Additionally, we’ll visit 
communication failure procedures.  

I’ve received some positive feed-
back from members and readers 
over the past few months, and a 
common comment made: “I hope I 
never find myself in CADORs Cor-
ner!“.  It’s important to understand 
that no one is immune from getting 
a CADORs report, as a matter of  
fact I got one this month.  Whether 
or not a mistake is made, or if a vio-
lation of the CARs takes place is ir-
relevant, CADORs Corner provides 
us all with an opportunity to develop 
awareness and to learn.  

During the month of June we had 5 
CADORs reports, 3 of them on the 
same day.  While none of our CA-

DORs reports elicited enforcement 
action from Transport Canada, 
they do highlight the importance of 
understanding the intricacies of the 
airspace around CYYJ, and as-
sociated departure & arrival proce-
dures.  

In our first CADORs report listed 
below, (2013P0722) we find a pilot 
whom was initially assigned the 
Shawinigan Lake Departure from 
Clearance Delivery.  While the au-
thor of this report unceremoniously 
describes this procedure in a man-
ner to defame the pilot, a review of 
this situation revealed that the Pilot 
was assigned an amended “Co-
wichan Departure” with his Takeoff 
Clearance.  It is important to under-
stand that this is a fairly common 
practice in CYYJ, as traffic dynam-
ics can change minute by minute.  
Always remember that the takeoff 
and departure phase of flight is one 
of the most important times for a 
pilot to remain vigilant; not only to 
monitor the aircraft systems, but 
to attentively monitor Tower Com-
munications.  It is not a time for 
casual conversation with passen-
gers; again the concept of a “Ster-
ile Cockpit” should be discussed 
during your preflight briefing.  And 
while doing so, consider adding a 
few more minutes to discuss airside 
safety prior to escorting your pas-
sengers’ airside.  All of these items 
will not only serve to enrich your 
passenger’s experience and ensure 
their safety, but also demonstrate 
your professionalism as a pilot.

In the second CADORs report 
below, (2013P0723) a licenced 
pilot new to CYYJ, while proficient 
with handling the aircraft, did not 
clearly understand his departure 
clearance and local procedures.  
Explained simply, in Victoria, Inner 
Tower clears you to takeoff and 

climb to 1500’, Outer Tower clears 
you above 1500’ to 2500’, and 
Terminal clears you above 2500’.  
It’s an automatic switch from In-
ner to Outer Tower above 1000’, 
and Outer Tower will advise you 
to switch to Terminal.  The bottom 
line is: When in doubt ask!  Despite 
previous notions or experiences 
ATC is here to help you, and if you 
feel that you have been mistreated, 
there is a course of action that you 
can pursue.

In CADORs (2013P0726), the pilot 
navigated a course from the North 
West tip of Saltspring Island South 
East bound through Trincomali 
Channel towards Pender Island.  
This area is somewhat trouble-
some, as the delineation of air-
space boundaries is quite obscure.  
If you carefully trace the airspace 
boundaries and castellated lines in 
this area you will discover that this 
area is controlled by CYYJ Tower 
from 1200’ to 2500’.  The reason 
that this area is controlled is two-
fold; the first reason being that 
when weather conditions preclude 
harbor to harbor Seaplane traf-
fic from operating higher level in 
Victoria Terminal Airspace, Victoria 
Tower will manage & coordinate 
this North / South flow of traffic for 
assigned Transit Routes.  Secondly, 
there is a high volume of low-level 
U.S. Seaplane traffic transiting 
North West and South East to and 
from sport fishing camps & lodges 
along the coast of BC.

While CADORs (2013P0791) 
shows up under our file, and in-
volves Victoria Flying Club aircraft, 
it does not implicate that one of our 
pilots had made an error.  On the 
contrary, it indicates that as one of 
our aircraft was lined up in posi-
tion, the pilot of the other aircraft on 
short final initiated and 
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communicated an overshoot be-
cause they felt that there was 
insufficient spacing for a safe 
landing.  In CYYJ It’s important to 
understand that during times of 
peak demand, ATC will utilize the 
concept of HIRO (High Intensity 
Runway Operations) in order to 
increase operational efficiency by 
maximizing runway utilization.  One 
method to achieve this objective 
is by minimizing aircraft spacing 
on approach, as well as planning 
rapid departures between arrivals.  
Regardless of the operation, always 
remember that if you ever feel un-
comfortable with the flow of traffic 
you find yourself in, fly your aircraft 
the way you want and communicate 
your intentions, or concerns to ATC.  
You are the Captain of your aircraft, 
and you are ultimately responsible 
for your flight safety.

And lastly we discuss my report, 
CADORs 2013P0843.  On a local 
Training Flight in the Seaplane I 
experienced an electrical system 
failure due to a broken field wire 
on the alternator.  Interestingly 
enough, during the post flight self-
debrief of the situation I remember 
hearing a strange feedback noise 
through the intercom while taxi-
ing out on Pat Bay.  During the 
run-up, the ammeter indications 
showed normal.  Once airborne, it 
was noticed that side-tone on the 
radio was fading, and eventually 
the Intercom completely fade out.  
As I cleared Tower on descent for 
Bedwell Harbor the Radio display 
flickered and the ammeter began 
registering a 5 amp draw.  In an 
attempt to re-establish contact with 
Tower the radio display went blank.  
Shutting off all electrics except for 
the transponder I selected 7600, 
and pulled my cellphone and called 
CYYJ Tower and advised them of 
the situation, and my intentions.  In 

this particular situation my Comm 
failure was due to an electrical 
failure; in most other cases Comm 
failures are normally due to a 
Comm panel switching issue, or 
pilot unfamiliarity of avionics.

Trouble shooting a Comm Failure 
should start with the basics: 

1. Check that you have selected the 
correct frequency. 
2. Check that the volume is set (It’s 
poor airmanship to turn down the 
radio volume to converse with pas-
sengers). 
3. Ensure that your headset is 
plugged in, try re-sinking the jacks.
4. Ensure the correct Comm is se-
lected on the Comm Panel.
5. Try using the other Comm.
6. Try using the hand mic. (try it 
next time you fly) 

7. Squawk 7600.
8. Attempt cellphone contact. (Add 
Tower & Terminal to your contacts)

In summary, pre-flight planning, 
analyzing airspace, and thorough 
passenger pre-flight briefings are 
important factors in flight safety, 
and CADORs mitigation.  Always 
remember though, that no mat-
ter how much you prepare prior to 
flight that there is always a possibil-
ity that things can happen in-flight 
beyond your control.  This is when 
you’ll be asked to dig deep into 
your knowledge and experience, 
thereby proving the point that cur-
rency and recency should not be 
viewed by pilots to be merely mini-
mum CARs Standards.
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2013P0722 – Proximity / TCAS 
Alert / Loss of Separation / Near-
Midair Collision

A Victoria Flying Club Cessna C152 
(C-GUZR) on a local flight was is-
sued a Cowichan Bay departure at 
2500 feet. On his way outbound he 
did a 180 degree turn and headed 
towards Shawnigan Lake without 
informing ATC. A Coast Helicopter 
College Robinson R22 (C-GKWX) 
from Victoria, BC (CYYJ) to Nanai-
mo, BC (CYCD) was a mile behind 
him at 1500 feet. No operational 
impact.

2013P0723 – Proximity / TCAS 
Alert / Loss of Separation / Near-
Midair Collision

A Victoria Flying Club Cessna C172 
(C-GSDZ), on a local flight, depart-
ed from Victoria, BC (CYYJ) and 

climbed to 3000’ without contacting 
outer tower or Victoria terminal.

2013P0726  – ATM/CNS

A Victoria Flying Club Cessna 
C172 (C-GXTZ) on a local flight 
from Victoria, BC (CYYJ) entered 
the control zone without contacting 
ATC. Communications were estab-
lished 4 miles inside zone.

2013P0791 – Runway incursion 
- vehicle, aircraft undershoot/over-
shoot

A Victoria Flying Club Cessna 172S 
(C-GWLY) on a local flight from 
Victoria, BC (CYYJ) was instructed 
to line up and wait at whisky run-
way 27. A Victoria Flying Club 
Cessna 172P (C-GINH) on a local 
flight from Victoria, BC (CYYJ) 
sequenced for runway 27 in the 

circuit. C-GINH on final reports re-
ported that they were going around 
due to an aircraft on the runway. 
C-GWLY did not receive a takeoff 
clearance and C-GINH did not re-
ceive a touch and go clearance. No 
impact to operations.

2013P0843 – System/compo-
nent failure or malfunction [non-
power plant]

A Victoria Flying Club Cessna 
172E (C-FSTY) departed 
Bedwell Harbor, BC (CAB3) for 
the Victoria Airport Water Aero-
drome (CAP5) and experienced 
an electrical failure. The aircraft 
squawked 7600 and contacted 
Air Traffic Control via cellphone 
with situation and intentions. The 
aircraft landed CAP5 safely. No 
operational impact.


